
Scotland island Wharves History Last Draft  

Named  

Bells – 1923 Scotland Island Estate, named for Bell on end of original  

Carols – completed 1978, named for 

Eastern - 1923 Scotland Island Estate, named for location on island -= to easternmost point 

Tennis- possibly a version of some sort already in some version from 1803/06 on for Andrew 

Thompson as ship building place and for salt pans and shipping of this product. May have 

been a place to offload ponies for polo, as per Taylor family records from 1900 to 1906- 

refurbished as a wharf for 1906 land sales and marked on Lithograph as ‘old wharf’ 

projecting from Lot 20 – Tennis Court version named for Tennis court as per that marked on 

1923/24 Lithograph for land sales, that was situated in current day Caterine Park 

Cargo – first version for Benns-Jenkins from changes that required registration and fees for 

wharves – from 1886, and possibly used as place for them to load trees they had destroyed 

onto boat to ship to market, and thus a ‘cargo’ wharf - then refurbished for 1923 (perhaps) 

Located off Leahvera Reserve on Scotland Island. This is mainly used for bulky material 

deliveries to the island for projects such as building works. This storage facility and its 

waitlist are at capacity.  No further applications will be taken at this time. Council will 

regularly update this page with the current status.  Location; 1B Fitzpatrick Ave 

2017-2022: 

In 2017, residents formed the SIRA Wharves Working Group (team leader Alec Beckett), a 

working group of the SIRA Wharves and Watercraft Subcommittee, to lobby council for 

expanded tie-up facilities for residents. This was triggered by the then-approved expansion of 

Commuter Wharf tie ups (since reneged). 

The working group designed plans, consulted with the community (including seeking 

feedback of neighbouring property owners) through several rounds of public forums, 

meetings and surveys. They then presented to council their proposed plans for expansions for 

Bell, Carols and Eastern wharves. Council agreed with the works for Bell and Carols and 

redrafted the plans and sought further community consultation in time for council to apply 

for NSW Boating Now grants – which were successfully obtained. Consultation on the design 

took place during 2020. 

The contractor for the 2021 Carols and Bells Wharf upgrades was GPM Marine Constructions 

Pty Ltd. The now named ‘Northern Beaches Council’ awarded the contract to the company in 

September 2020 to carry out the upgrade works.   

• GPM Marine Constructions was awarded the contract in September 2020 for the sum 

of $2,220,608.90 (excluding GST).  



• The works included the upgrade of both Carols and Bells Wharves 

Council statement of Wednesday, 30 September 2020 

‘’Northern Beaches Council will soon begin upgrade work on the Bell and Carols wharves on 

Scotland Island. 

Council, at its meeting last night, approved the $2.2 million works, which will commence 

later this year. 

This project is jointly funded by Transport for NSW and Council as part of the Boating Now 

program which is the NSW Government’s $98 million program to support initiatives which 

improve the boating experience in NSW, including the delivery of recreational boating 

infrastructure such as boat ramps, jetties, pontoons and sewage pump-out facilities. 

The upgrades include the construction of a multi-purpose floating pontoon at both Bell 

Wharf and Carols Wharf as well as repairs to the existing fixed wharves. 

The Works on Bell and Carols wharves were scheduled to be finished around mid-2021. 

Scotland islanders stated: 

‘’ After years of continual agitation to ensure this project remained funded, the over $2M 

works were completed in 2022, giving all-tidal access to over 75 additional households.’’ 

Details: https://www.scotlandisland.org.au/island-life/island-wharves/  

See; https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Scotland-Island-Wharf-Upgrades-Bells-

Carols.php  

finished pics: https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Church-Point-Precinct-Upgrade-

Scheduled-for-2023.php and https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Church-Point-Pittwater-

July-2023-and-Historic-Pics.php  

 

Carols Wharf, Scotland Island 

‘’GPM Marine Constructions have completed the major refurbishment works at Carols 

Wharf, the longest public wharf in Pittwater which is predominantly used by commuters for 

informal boat tie-up. These works include the major refurbishment of the existing deck 

substructure, as well as decking, installation of a new ferry terminal, ladders and hand railing 

works.In addition, new pontoons were installed to increase the berthing spaces available at 

this wharf. 

Works have been co-ordinated with the public ferry to minimise impacts to the service 

From: https://gpmmarine.com.au/projects/carols-wharf-scotland-island/  

Bells Wharf, Scotland Island 
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GPM Marine Constructions completed refurbishment works at Bells Wharf, one of the main 

wharves at Scotland Island, highly serviced by public ferry and water taxis.These works 

included refurbishment of the existing deck substructure, as well as decking, ladders and 

hand-railing works. In addition, new pontoons were installed to increase the berthing 

capacity at this wharf. 

The works were co-ordinated with the public ferry to minimise impacts to the service 

From: https://gpmmarine.com.au/projects/bell-wharf-scotland-island/  

Contact Details 

Phone: (02) 9882 3755 

Email: admin@gpmmarine.com.au  

GPM Marine Constructions also refurbished the Paradise Beach Pool and Public Wharf at 

Pittwater in 2024. 

New South Wales Coastal Conference. (1993). Scotland Island; Urban Myth or Coastline 

Hazard?, Conference proceedings Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-516815887  

The first European landing place for access: Tennis Court Wharf site and bay 

Andrew Thompson 

European settler who may have used the cove for the production of salt was grantee of the 

whole of Scotland Island in 1802 settler Andrew Thompson. 

Slip and boat building at Tennis Court wharf – from 1803/05? 

Andrew Thompsons’s assigned or employed people were the first Europeans located at the 

current Tennis Court site, with stonework heritage listed. 

Here the good schooner Geordy was launched in the Spring time, and soon after he died on 

October 22 1810, and soon after sold as part of his estate. Thompson had assigned (Convict) 

servants; among these a Carpenter or those who could adapt to work on a road toll and punt 

works across waters, salt boiler works, the fields of farms where labour was by others, their 

kitchens and yards, a brewery, a place where he was magistrate at Windsor, or collected 

fees, in grain or fish, for the Sydney Gazette subscribers and was where you inquired to let 

houses in the district, an estate agent for the government and others. These Notices advises 

of the Builder of  boats, built for his many enterprises – including boats collecting and 

transporting to Sydney grain crops of others (Hope, Nancy), a whaler (Speedwell) that he got 

off Lion Island when stranded there by the previous owners coasters hands, and sent to New 

Zealand to kill whales, was overseen by: 

The New Hawkesbury Sloop, built at the Green Hills, Mr A Thompson, owner, came round 

for the first time on Monday 1st, with 1160 Bushels of Wheat, on from Cornwallis Farm, 

https://gpmmarine.com.au/projects/bell-wharf-scotland-island/
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cultivated by Government, and could have taken in with safety 250 more. This vessel called 

the Nancy, was built under the sole management and direction of Mr. Kelly, formerly chief 

mate of the Eliza whaler, who also navigates her. Her computed burthen is 40 tons, carries 

5 men, and has 4 swivels mounted on her quarter railing. Connoiseurs find no other fault 

with her than on account of her being rather "shallow in the Bow." SYDNEY. (1803, October 

23). The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article625840 

And on Thursday arrived the Nancy, A.  Thompson owner, and the William from Hawkesbury, 

with wheat. The Nancy sailed from hence for Hunter's River on the 21st of October; took on 

board 40 logs of very fine Cedar, mostly measuring 20 feet and upwards, and squaring 

more than 3 feet; and arrived at Hawkesbury with the freight the 1st of the present 

month.  SHIP NEWS. (1803, December 25). The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales 

Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 4. Retrieved fromhttp://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article625948 

The Nancy may have been ‘’shallow in the Bow." To navigate the Hawkesbury River tides 

and those of Pittwater. And who was ‘Nancy’? 

Another handsome Sloop built by Mr. A. Thompson, was on Thursday launched from the 

Green Hills; her keel was laid by Mr. Kelly, now master of the Nancy, her burthen is 

computed at 30 tons, and in compliment to the spot of her nativity, she has received the 

name of the Hawkesbury. Bench of Magistrates. (1804, February 19). The Sydney Gazette 

and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 4. Retrieved 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article626050 

 

On Wednesday, the 14th of the present month, a launch took place at Scotland Isle, Pitt 

Water, of a vessel of 18 tons, said to be one of the finest of her burthen ever built in the 

Colony.—She makes part of the devised property of the late Mr. THOMPSON, who at the 

laying down of her keel gave her the name of the GEORDY. SYDNEY. (1810, November 24). 

The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. Retrieved 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article628130 

The Geordy was quickly put up for sale: 

BY MR GAUDRY, At the Warehouse of Messrs. Lord and Williams, on Thursday and Friday, the 

17th and 18th instants, by Order of the Executors of the late ANDREW THOMPSON, Esq. The 

good schooner, entirely new, called the GEORDY, Burthen 20 Tons, with all her Masts, Yards, 

Sails, Rigging, and Stores, the Purchaser of which will receive a Register in his own Name. 

 

Also the WHALE Sloop; together with a number of good Horses and Mares with Foals by 

their sides.                   
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Several Tons of Salt. Likewise, a quantity of excellent Houshold Furniture, consisting of tables, 

chairs, beds, bedsteads, &c. harness, cedar, and a variety of other articles. For the 

accommodation of Purchasers, 3 Months Credit will be given on approved security, on all 

sums exceeding Ten Pounds. - A Deposit of 25 per Cent. to be paid at the Time of Sale in Cash, 

Govnment Bills, or other approved Sterling Money. 

 

On Friday will be Let by Auction, for the Term of Two Years, those very valuable Salt Works at 

Scotland Isle, with a good Dwelling house and other requisite Buildings attached. - Security of 

the Renter will be required. At Twelve o'Clock of the same Day the Vessels will be put up.  

 

To be Sold by Private Contract, One Half Share of the Good Schooner Endeavour, with her 

Masts, Yards, Rigging, Apparel, &c. compleit, belong to Mr. Henry Kable, now being in Sydney 

Cove. Every particular may be known on application at his House in George-street. - If not 

disposed of, the above One Half will be put up at Public Auction on Friday the 18th instant, by 

Mr. Wm. Gaudry. Classified Advertising. (1811, January 12). The Sydney Gazette and New 

South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 1. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article628168  

 

The Geordy became Henry Kables for a while – more about her short life and long voyages in  

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Scotland-Island-Schooner-The-Geordy-1810-to-

1816.php The First Boat Builders Of Pittwater: The Short Life And Long Voyages Of 

Scotland Island Schooner The Geordy: 

Mr. Kable having two Vessels in the Hawkesbury River, wishes all Settlers and others  who are 

indented to him, to take advantage of the same, as no better Opportunity can be afforded 

them of discharging the Claims he has upon them. The Masters of the Endeavour and 

Geordy, sloops are authorised to give Receipts for whatever may be intrusted to their Care. 

Classified Advertising. (1811, February 9). The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales 

Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article628188  

and a William Mason seems to have stationed workers on Scotland Island to keep the salt 

works still working until this tragedy: 

Last Thursday se'nnight, a man employed at the Salt Works of Mr. Wm. Mason, at Scotland 

Island, was killed on the spot by the fall of a tree. We can learn nothing farther than that his 

Christian name was Dennis. Sydney. (1812, August 8). The Sydney Gazette and New South 
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Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article628523  

He may not have paid the rental: 

At the same Time will be Rented, for the Term of One Year, the Farms of Agnes Bank, Creek 

Retreat,  Wardel Bank, Killarney, West Hill, and Scotland Island. - From the difficulty that has 

been found in collecting the Rents of these Farms, proper Security will be required for the due 

Payment of the Rents when they become due, which must be paid in Cash, as no Grain will be 

received. Classified Advertising. (1812, October 17). The Sydney Gazette and New South 

Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 1. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article628555  

By 1812 another boat is being made on the north end of the island: 

Lot 10.— Scotland Isle, an Island situate in Pitt Water, Broken Bay; comprising One hundred 

and twenty Acres of good Land, fit for Grazing and Cultivation, with extensive Salt Works, a 

good Dwelling House and Stores, Labourers' Rooms, &c. and replete with every Conveniency 

for carrying on the Business of Salt Boiling, well situated for the Establishment of a Fishery, 

and Ship Building. Also, a Vessel of about 90 Tons, (partly built) on the Stocks, at the Island. 

Classified Advertising (1812, October 24). The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales 

Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 4. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article628562 

 

ADVERTISEMENT — On the 15th of January next, 1815, will be Sold by PUBLIC AUCTION, all 

those valuable and eligably situated HOUSES and LANDS, comprising the Estate of the late 

ANDREW THOMPSON, Esq. deceased, viz.  

Lot 1. A Brick Building, of two Stories, comprising 8 Tenements of two Rooms each, situate in 

George street, Windsor. 

2. One hundred and fifty Acres of rich arable Land, known by the Name of West hill, situate 

by the Town of Windsor — with a convenient weather boarded and shingled Dwelling house, 

brick built Granary of three floors, weather-boarded and shingled Stabling and Barn, 

detached Servant's Rooms, a fenced Garden of two Acres, extensive fenced Paddocks, and 

very useful Farm Offices ; secure from the highest Floods, and commanding the Range of a 

very extensive Common of excellent grazing Land.— Also, a convenient Tan yard, and a 

weather boarded and shingled House on the Premises ; forming a very desirable Acquisition 

for the Agriculturist and Grazier. 

3. The Toll Bridge over the South Creek, Windsor, Leasehold from the Crown, of which six 

Years will be then to come and unexpired. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article628523
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4. Two hundred and seventy eight Acres ofLand, known by the Name of Agnes's Bank, two 

hundred of which felled, and sixty cleared ; in rich arable condition, and a full grown Peach 

Orchard of ten Acres, situated on the Banks of the River Nepean, within eight Miles of the 

Town of Windsor ; commanding an extensive common Right & high-building Land, secure 

from all floods. 

5. Two hundred and sixty Acres of Land, 150 of which are felled, and about thirty cleared in a 

good state of cultivation, with a good Dwelling House, Barn, and other useful Conveniencies, 

secure from the highest Floods, known by the Name of Glasgow, on the Banks of the River 

Nepean, nine Miles from the Town of Windsor. 

6. Eight Acres of very rich arable Land, all felled, and about twenty cleared, known by the 

Name of Wardel Bank, situate on the Banks of the River Nepean, within eighty Miles of the 

Town of Windsor. 

7. Two hundred Acres of Land, thirty of which are cleared, known by the Name of Creek 

Retreat, on the Banks of the South Creek, eight Miles from the Town of Windsor, well situate 

for a grazing Farm, and commands the Range of a large Tract of good grazing Common 

Land. 

8. Two hundred and sixty Acres of grazing Land, with a Brick House on the Premises, known 

by the Name of Kalarney, within two Miles of the Town of Windsor, and commands the 

Range of a very large Common, forming a very desira-ble grazing Farm. 

9. Fifteen hundred and twenty Acres of good grazing Land, thirty of which are cleared and in 

rich arable Condition, with a House, Yards, &c. known by the Name of St. Andrew's, situate in 

the District of Minto, eight Miles from the Town of Liverpool, 20 Miles from Parramatta, 30 

from Sydney, and 30 from Windsor. 

10. Scotland Isle, an Island situate in Pitt-water, Broken Bay, comprising One hundred and 

twenty Acres of good Land, fit for grazing and cultivation, with extensive Salt works, a good 

Dwelling house and Stores, Labourer's Rooms, &c. and replete with every conveniency for 

carrying on the Business of Salt-boiling, Fishing, and Ship Building. 

11. A handsome Brick Dwelling House, with good Stabling, Granary, &c. situate in Mac-

quarie Place, Sydney, adjoining the Harbour, forming a very convenient and desirable 

Merchants' Residence. 

12. At the same Time will be disposed of, a considerable Stock of Horned Cattle, which will be 

put up in small Lots for the conveniency of Purchasers. 

13. An Allotment of Ground in the Town of Windsor, comprising an Acre and a Half, with a 

Brewery and Utensils for carrying on that line of Business. 



The Terms of Sale will be One Half of the Purchase Money on the Day of Sale, and the 

Remainder in Six Months ; with Security on the Premises :— The Payments to be made in 

Sterling Money. H. C. ANTILL, }  

THOS. MOORE. } Executors. Classified Advertising (1814, November 19). The Sydney Gazette 

and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article629014 

 

NOTICE. — Instead of the 15th of January, 1815, as advertised in a former Gazette, the 

following FARMS and HOUSES, the Property of the late Andrew Thompson, Esq. will take 

Place at Sydney, on Thursday the 19th of the same Month, at Eleven o'Clock, by Mr R. 

Jenkins, Auctioneer, at his Rooms in Macqarie Place ; viz. 

The Dwelling House situate in Macquarie  Place,- at present occupied by the Rev. Mr. Cowper. 

The West Hill Farm... 150 Acres. 

Agnes Bank ditto. 278 

Glasgow ditto ........ 250 

Wardel ditto .. 60 

St. Andrew's ditto . 1520 

Scotland Isle.. 120 

A Considerable Stock of horned Cattle, which will be put up in small Lots. 

And, at Windsor, on Tuesday the 24th of the same Month, by Mr. Howe, Auctioneer, at 

Eleven o'Clock in the Forenoon, the Residence of the said Property ; viz. 

A Brick Building, situate in the Middle of the Town of Windsor. 

The New Bridge over the South Creek. 

Killarney Farm ............ 200Acres 

An Allotment of Ground, with a Brewery and Utensils, &c. 

A small House at the End of the Town of Windsor, with Ground for a small Garden ; and 

About seventy Head of horned Cattle, in small Lots. 

For a Description of the above Farms, and the Terms of Sale, reference may be had to a 

former Advertisment in November last, or to the Executors, or Auctioneers, at Sydney and 

Windsor. 

H. C. Antill } 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article629014


Thos. Moore, }Executors. Classified Advertising (1815, January 14). The Sydney Gazette and 

New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 1. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article629037 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

On the 1st of September next, if not previously 

Disposed of by Private Sale, 

TO be SOLD by AUCTION, without Reserve, for 

Ready Money, those valuable and eligibly situa-ted HOUSES and LAN OS, comprising the 

Residue of the Estate of the late Andrew Thompson, Esq. ; viz. , 

For 1_A Brick Building of two stories, comprising Eight Tenements of two Rooms each, situate 

in George-Street, Windsor. . 

Lot 2.-Ont Hundred and Twenty .Acres of rich Arable Land,' known by the name of West Hills 

si-tuate by .the Town "of Windsor, with a convenient weather-boarded and shingled, 

Dwelling-house, brick built, Granary of three floors weather boarded and shingled, Stabling 

and Barn, detached Servants-rooms, a Garden of two acres, extensive Paddocks, and all 

useful Farm Offices, secure from the highest floods, and commanding the range of a very 

extensive Com-mon of grazing land. Also, a convenient Tan Yard, with a weather boarded 

and shingled House on the Premises, forming a very desirable acquisition for the agriculturist 

and grazier. 

Lot 3.-The New Toll Bridge over the South Creek, Wind∨ which has been erected at a 

considerable expence, Leasehold from the Crown, of which four years are yet to come and 

unexpired. 

Lot 4.-Scotland Isle, an island situate in Pitt Water, Broken Bay; couiprisiu»1 One Hundred 

and Twenty Acres of good Land, fit for Grazing and Cultivation; with Salt Works, Dwelling 

House, and Stores, Labourers' Rooms, and well situated for the Establishment of a Fishery, 

and Ship Building. 

Lot 5.-A handsome Brick House, with good Granary, detached Kitchen, &c. situate in 

Macquarie Place, Sydney, adjoining the Harbour, forming a very desirable and convenient 

Merchant's Residence. 

Lot 6.-At the same Time will be Sold, about 112 Head of Horned Cattle of the first Breed in 

the Colony ; which will be put up in small Lots, for the convenience of Purchasers. 

Executors j ^.Antill, Sydney; 

¿ 1. Moore, Liverpool. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article629037


For further Particulars enquire of the Executors, or the Auctioneer, at Mr. Lord's Auction 

Rooms, ' Sydney ; or to Mr. Howe, Windsor. Classified Advertising (1818, August 1). The 

Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 1. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2178106  

 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/firstboatbuildersofpittwaterscotlandislandgeordy.ph

p  

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/andrew-thompson---pittwater-patriarchs-history.php  

what happened to the 90 ton vessel being built there when Mr. William 

Mason had tenancy of the island? 

William Mason: William Mason [Settler, Barwon River] (?) 

GOVERNMENT PUBLIC NOTICE. 

SURVEYOR GENERAL'S OFFICE, 

March 31, 1821, 

NOTICE is hereby given, that on Wednesday, the 11th of April next, Mr. MEEHAN, the Deputy 

Surveyor General, will be in the Neighbourhood of Pitt Water and Broken Bay, for the 

Purpose of measuring such Lands as have been promised in that Quarter ;—And that on 

Tuesday, the 17th of the same Month, he will be in the District of Botany Bay, to mark out 

such Farms as are promised in that District. 

By Command of His Excellency, 

J. OXLEY, Surveyor General. GOVERNMENT PUBLIC NOTICE. (1821, April 14). The Sydney 

Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 1. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2180212  

 

JOURNAL OF AN EXCURSION TO BRISBANE WATER. 

Sunday 8 o'clock A. M. started from the King's Wharf, in a waterman's boat, for Manly 

Beach, the head of the North Harbour of Port Jackson, servant carrying two or three small 

bundles, containing cold ham and tongue, bread and cheese, a couple of bottles of Cognac, 

with change of linen, &c. landed and began our march, with coats across our arms, for the 

South Head of Broken Bay, through the bush. After rather a difficult path of two miles we 

found, by the roar of the surf that we were near the coast, when the trees getting thinner, all 

of a sudden we found ourselves on a fine sandy beach, called Cabbage Tree Beach, with a 

lagoon at the north end of it, running out with great rapidity into the sea. Here we were 

obliged to take off our shoes and stockings and walk across the water up a little higher than 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2178106
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our knees. The head land jutting out too far into the sea, we were compelled to climb over 

the top, 300 feet high ; but the view of Port Jackson and its hundred coves, its bold and 

fearful heads, with the coast to the north, and all the successive beaches and promontories 

we had to pass, amply repaid the trouble of the ascent. We soon got in sight of Long Reef, 

seven miles, which appeared on inspection, to be a very superior farm, considering its sandy 

situation, and standing very happily with a commanding sea view, both north and south. It is 

the property of a person of the name of Jenkins, whose improvements, plenty, and 

hospitality, evinced him a farmer of some sub-stance. It was nearly one o'clock at noon, and 

rather sin-gular to our Sydney notions to be asked if we would have a cup of tea ; we 

preferred a good English cheese and a glass of brandy and water, and after resting ourselves, 

resumed our journey, which lay through the Narroby Lagoon, a most beautiful spot, and 

more resembling the lakes of Keswick and Ambleside, than any thing we had seen in the 

Colony. There having been no rain for three months, and a very low tide at the time, there 

was no occasion to take off more than our shoes and stockings, and we walked a quarter of a 

mile through the water, not deeper than our knees, over a fine sand that felt so velvety to 

our naked feet that we almost regretted it was not broader. Another head land, as usual, 

succeeded to this sand, and after ascending it we turned to our left through the bush and 

arrived at the head of Pitt Water, and regaled ourselves at the farm of one Geary. Here a 

Sydney boat was at anchor, and very fortunately for us, had no objection to accept 15s. for 

putting us across to Brisbane Water. This is not the usual place for crossing the Bay, but 

seven miles lower down, at the mouth of Pitt Water, at a projecting rock called Barren Joey ; 

but we preferred the boat and the smooth placid inlet, at sun-set, to the rocky, unpleasant 

journey by land.  

Pitt Water is an old settlement, although having very scanty signs of cultivation. The few 

spots about it cleared are mostly for the rearing of onions, which, on account of the rich 

accumulation of sea shell, the soil is enabled to produce in great perfection.  

On our arrival at the fisherman's hut, the usual place for ferrying passengers across Broken 

Bay, the moon had just risen and threw an agreeable but uncertain light over the broad 

expanse of water — the lofty craig of Mount Elliott — the entrance of the River Hawkesbury 

and the numerous headlands about the bay, which caused Capt. Cook to give it its name of 

Broken. It was well we were provided with a boat, for the fisherman had none, which much 

excited our surprise ; and in a passage of so much importance — so much danger in bad 

weather — and such increasing traffic as Broken Bay, the government, we hope, will not be 

long in establishing a competent and safe conveyance across this stormy estuary. From the 

South Head to the North is 18 miles, almost as wide as the entrance of the Mediterranean, 

between Gibraltar and Ceuta, and yet travellers are left to find their way across in little 

cockle shells of boats, when the fisher-men think proper, and at a rate of more than one 

shilling per mile each passenger. The inconveniencies in winter must sometimes be serious, 

for instead of finding a decent or convenient ferry-house, it is hardly credible that human 

beings can exist in such perpetual filth and darkness, as in the fisherman's hut at Broken Bay. 



Those who have crossed the Pentland Frith, and had the happy luck of being weather bound 

a week or ten days, at the Ferry-house at Honna, might be able to make a comparison ; but 

the house at Honna, is a Shropshire dairy, by the side of this beastly abode. Cockroaches, in 

thousands, were marching and countermarching on the rushy sides of the dwelling, and our 

persons in a few minutes were literally covered with them. Fleas, bugs, and mosquitoes were 

only less annoying, because they were less numerous. In vain did we wish for the flood tide to 

enable us to cross the bay, we were obliged to light cigar after cigar and walk about outside 

the hut, and at last wrap ourselves up in a dirty old sail, and try to go to sleep under the 

thwarts of our boat as she lay at anchor near the shore — but it was nearly impossible — the 

mosquitoes followed us, and some of the other vermin accompanied us, and what with their 

buzzing and biting, and the hardness, dirt, and wetness of our bed, it was merely closing our 

eyes and nothing else. At last the tide turned and the moon waned, it was 2 o'clock in the 

morn-ing there was a fresh chilliness in the air — we lit another cigar, pulled up the stone 

and rowed away from this abomin-able hole. The old fisherman had just lost his black gin, 

who it appeared, had been his housekeeper for many months, and had completely left her 

black associates for his compa-ny and hut. I blushed to think that any man, bearing the name 

of Englishman, should form a cool, deliberate con-nexion with a female savage, who must 

have been unlike her race, if she had even washed herself, if she was not eaten up with 

vermin, legs ulcerated, and blotches on her head, and in manners and habits every thing that 

is base and disgraceful. Oh ! Mrs. Fry, I exclaimed, this would not have been the case but for 

your system of recommend-ing female convicts to be kept at Millbank, instead of send-ing 

them to New South Wales. But for your unnatural folly, this old man would have been most 

likely a happy, cleanly and creditable husband, with every thing around him comfortable and 

tidy, and half a dozen chubby chil-dren to make this stage in the journey pleasant and inter-

esting. As it was, no doubt the black woman was getting move civilized, but the white man 

was approaching the savage state of indolence and filth. But enough — there was a great 

swell across the bay, much more than I liked, for our little boat, though the two men pulling, 

agreed that they had never seen the bay so smooth — this was annoying, but never mind. 

Mount Elliot seemed to recede from us the more we pulled — so large an object, it was seen 

through the obscure starlight as if close to the boat, and yet we were pulling more than an 

hour before it was abreast of us. The tide now favoured us, and the rapid rush near the sand 

rollers of Brisbane Water became louder and louder, and passing Lobster Beach, we 

regretted the indistinct twilight did not allow us to make out more than the beauti-ful outline 

of its surrounding hills. The morning of Mon-day here broke upon us, and the first sight and 

impression made by this enchanting spot will never be forgotten. God has done every thing 

for you, oh, beautiful Lake Brisbane ! Man nothing ! Nature here still assumes her sway, and 

if we may judge from the stupendous size of her innumera-ble trees, years will revolve before 

she can be much dis-turbed. Twenty clearing gangs, in twenty years, might make some 

difference, but the forest appearing at present as everlasting as the hills, they almost mock 

the individual, whose feeble axe on their giant sides is like the tickling of a lady's fan. The day 

no doubt must come, when wealth and luxury shall have converted this elegant sheet of 



water into another Geneva or Maggiore, but who of this genera-tion can hope to live to see 

it. 

We refreshed at Anderson's, both outwardly and inwardly, and tried to forget our want of 

sleep by a walk through his green corn and fertile beds of onions ; and at sun-rise the boat 

left us, in Cockle Creek, and we made the best of our way over a thickly wooded country, to a 

farm on the sea coast, called Culce.— This was not effected, however, without some 

tremendous hills ; and we were glad to get a peep of the white sea through the trees, to 

assure us there was an end to this endless bush. A bit of damper and a panikin of water were 

very refreshing, and we would fain have stopped and fished at Tudibarring Lagoon, but want 

of time and a long journey before us, compelled us to go on. In this and all the other lagoons 

on this coast, the fish are so abundant, that a black fellow with a seine, can load a bul-lock 

cart, at one or two hauls, and it forms a constant food for the farmers and their pigs — the 

fish are mostly bream & mullet ; the first are excellent eating, but the last are thought too fat 

and rich — we did not taste them. The sea is delightful after emerg-ing from these black 

forests — its eternal surf on the dazzling beach commands your attention ; and the breezy 

coolness at mid-day, even in the height of summer, with the variety of sea shells and medusæ 

washing ashore, and the white skiff with cedar or lime bound to Port Jackson, make the sea 

coast much pre-ferable to the bush. Before getting to Terrigal we were com-pelled to cross 

the head land of Tudibarring, a precipice five hundred feet high, with the path not the 

breadth of your sofa at the very edge of the abyss. It was quite nervous — as the rock rather 

overhangs, and we could just see the foamy lather of the dashing spray. The blacksmith's 

shop at Sydney Lighthouse is curious and worth seeing ; but a jump down Tudibarring would 

immortalize any Australian Sappho, more than any Lover's Leap I ever saw. The hill was 

almost clear of trees, except a spe-cies of stunted eucalyptus, which were growing 

horizontally from the ground, by reason of the constant action of the sea winds. Lower down 

we trod upon the elegant fringed violet, they were so numerous, at every step ; and by the 

time we got to the bottom, we saw there was a very convenient safe harbour in Ter-rigal Bay, 

for large boats or craft not drawing more than six feet water. This beach is very rich in shells. 

The heads of Lake Macquarie, or the name it is better known by, Reid's Mistake, were in full 

view as we came down the hill, and a boat was fish-ing off Bungaree's Nora, as the head 

land is called. A very successful establishment for catching and drying the snapper is formed, 

though on a small scale, at Terrigal, and a little spot has been enclosed, by the industry of the 

fishermen, which grows ex-cellent potatoes and onions. We now bade adieu to the coast, 

and turned again into the bush, for the head Erina Creek, the hospitable retreat of the 

magistrate of the district. And a bush indeed it turned out to be. It was the thickest brush 

either of us had ever seen. Not a gleam of sunshine ever reaches to the bottom of Terrigal 

Brush. Not Vallom brosa, with its deep-est shades, can surpass the rich gloom of this 

impervious wood. Trees unknown near Sydney, and other open parts of the coun-try, here 

flourish in all their tropical luxuriance — the cabbage tree, with its towering stem and tufted 

top — the elegant palm, which makes you fancy you are in the West Indies, with its um-



brageous and lofty foliage, explaining at once the compliment and honor intended by that 

description of Christ's entry into Jerusalem, which says, "they took branches of palm trees, 

and went forth to meet him. The splendid fern tree, and the gigan-tic lily here, also seek the 

shade in the deep solitudes of the thickest brush ; vines, and a hundred other beautiful and 

strange shrubs keep them company in such abundance, as in five mi-nutes might fill the 

herbals of all the lovers of botany in the Colony ; here particularly, 

Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, And waste its fragrance on the desert air ! We 

lost our path, and became a little alarmed, till it was found. Evening was approaching, our 

provisions were gone — the servant had been despatched to announce us and prepare for 

dinner, and the struggling through the rich luxuriant vege-tation had wearied us more than 

all the open country, we were nearly exhausted ; the freshest of our party was despatched in 

the right direction, according to the sun, while we rested our-selves anxiously waiting the 

concerted signal of "coo-ey," as soon as the path was found. Fortunately it was soon 

discovered, and we met again in the beaten track, and reclined by the side of a gurgling 

brook, at the entrance of the brush, laughing at our past troubles. We would not own to be 

tired, 'till we reached home, when the excellent fare and long cork soon made us forget 

Terrigal Bush. A neighbour come in after dinner, and 

we agreed to breakfast with him the following morning, and after one more cigar and a glass 

of grog, not being able to keep our eyes any longer open, we finished the second day. 

Tuesday.— The beds are not so good in the bush as to induce any indulgence in them beyond 

day-light ; therefore, we were shaving at sun-rise, and went over the farm ; saw the fires of 

some black natives, and went to chat to them. They had all been more or less afflicted by the 

late sickness, "murri budgel" was the plaintive answer of one of them to our inquiries how he 

was. Murri budgel, very sick could not apply to the rest of the sable group, for they were 

young and hearty, and plump enough to make one wonder how they keep themselves in such 

good condition. We arrived at our neighbour's farm just as the steamer or stewed fowls was 

taking off the fire ; it was deli-cious, and would not have disgraced Beauvilliers a Veri — this, 

with eggs, bacon, and excellent tea, eked out a breakfast for us, that would have done for a 

king. The boat had been in rea-diness all breakfast time, and it was no sooner finished than 

we jumped in, and rowed down the interesting creek, than which perhaps, there is hardly any 

thing in New South Wales prettier. Arrived at the broad water, the farms of one or two 

friends un-derwent our scrutiny, but the "murri cobon waddie" was the universal character of 

them all. Twenty Point Pipers seemed to offer their green hillocks for Italian villas, and 

certainly there never was a lake that presented so many eligible sites for building on. But, the 

day I am afraid is hardly yet arrived, though, to an industrious hard working man, one would 

think fifty acres of rich vegetable mould, within six hours water car-riage of Sydney, would be 

preferable to five hundred any where else, not having this advantage. Onions, pumpkins, 

melons, and potatoes grow in the greatest profusion, and the in-exhaustible body of sea 

shells, offer a valuable manure for ge-nerations to come. It is difficult to believe the common 

opinion that these shells have been deposited by former natives, because it implies a 



populousness which the present state of the blacks would hardly warrant. We added to the 

heap, by pre-vailing on our blacks, Charlewal and Dick, to dive for mud oysters, and when 

roasted at the bush fire, they were excellent. Mr. H. has got a house and offices that would 

be complete if he resided there, but absenteeism is the crying evil of this Colony, as it is of 

Ireland. After resting ourselves at Nerrara, we made the best of our way home to dinner ; but 

the best of our way was very bad, as we crossed the lofty Bulga of Razor Back, a ridge eight 

hundred feet high between the two creeks, now and then getting a glimpse of water, but 

generally immersed in the forest, and nothing to be seen but rocks above, and tops of trees 

below. A great deal of fallen timber of the largest dimensions impeded our progress home ; 

but when there, we enjoyed our rest and excellent dinner, quite as much as the day before. 

The news of our arrival had, by this time spread far and wide, and several blacks from 

neighbouring tribes had collected about the house ; fine athletic fellows, asking for bacco. 

Some of them had came from Wollembi, and others further, 15 or 20 miles, just for a walk, 

and had brought their black gins with them ; it seems they are very constant with their gins ; 

the marriage ceremony is however, very primitive and simple, the lover seldom going farther 

than the nearest family, approaches their circle, while at meals, and sitting down next "the 

lady of his love," asks her, if she will sleep with him that night ; she nothing loth, generally 

answers yes, and the thing is finished ; they being as indissolubly fixed in holy matrimony, as 

though they had received the bene-diction of mother church. Infanticide is too common 

among the black women, they will not be troubled with the rearing of children, and mostly 

take them up by the heels and knock out their brains against a stone. We were amused after 

dinner by the throwing of the Bomaring or crooked stick. There seems a sort of magic in it, by 

the certainty of their making it come back to where they stand, however forcibly they may 

throw it from them. But what surprised us most, was a black fellow going up a tall tree to the 

height of sixty feet by means of his feet and hands and a tomahawk. The tree must have 

been twelve feet girth, and therefore, the performance resembled more the going up a dead 

wall, than any notions which we are ac-customed to of climbing trees. I never saw any thing 

so clever. Nothing but hunger could have taught it. It was done by one of the Bush blacks, 

who are much cleverer, honester, and thinner, than the Coast blacks, who live on fish. 

Catching the kangaroo, grubs, snakes, guanas, wild-honey, fern roots, and bunion seem the 

employment of the first ; while oysters, and snappers are the things needful for the last. This 

finished our third day. JOURNAL OF AN EXCURSION TO BRISBANE WATER. (1826, December 

20). The Australian (Sydney, NSW : 1824 - 1848), p. 3. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article37071619  

The ownership of Scotland Island had been assumed by John Dickson by 2 July 1833. He 

appointed trustees of his estate, including Scotland Island, for the benefit of his children, 

John, James and David Dickson. [LTO Book F No.169] New trustees were appointed in 1838, 

then John Dickson Senior died in London about 1843. John Dickson Junior also died, about 

1850 or 1851.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article37071619


The estuary of Pittwater was described in an article in the Sydney Morning Herald of 30 

January 1850. “... Near the head there is a small island, which contains a large number of 

fruit-bearing peach trees, the remains of former cultivation.”  

Joseph Benns, master mariner, was born about 1816 in Brussels, Belgium. He married 

Catherine Sanville (or Lewis) when he was 66 years old. There was no issue of the marriage. 

He leased uninhabited Scotland Island from James and David Dickson of London, England, on 

24 August 1855 for seven years. Benns and Charles Jenkins, a mariner and farmer, went to 

live on Scotland Island, building a house from timber that grew there, cultivating part of the 

island and running cattle on another part. They paid rent to the Dicksons’ agent until 1859, 

when they discovered that the Dicksons had no title to the island. They paid no more rent, 

but continued to live there and improve the place. In 1883 they attempted to bring it under 

the provisions of the Real Property Act, but were unsuccessful at that time. David Dickson 

wrote from Adelaide on 18 April 1889, stating that Scotland Island was the property of 

himself and his brother James, who was living in England and suffering from mental 

disability. However, he was unable to prove their ownership satisfactorily, and Certificates of 

Title were issued to Joseph Benns and Charles Jenkins on 8 February 1892, mainly on the 

grounds of continual possession. [LTO Vol.1044 Fol.101 &102] They had lived there without 

interruption, having brought ten to fifteen acres under cultivation, grazed cattle, horses, 

goats and other live-stock over the whole island, and constructed a path-way right round the 

island, cut into the sides of the hill. [LTO PA 6016] 

On 12 February 1892, Benns and Jenkins transferred their ownership of Scotland Island to 

William Wallace Elmslie, Charles Bond and Thomas Wilshire as Tenants in Common.  

Soon after the transfer of ownership, Charles John Jenkins died on 11 August 1892, aged 65 

years. He was buried on 12 August in St. John’s Cemetery, Mona Vale. 

Charles Jenkins left his share to his partner and Benns’s family. Charles Jenkins, mariner, and 

farmer on Scotland Island, Pittwater, was not related to James Jenkins and family (of 

Warriewood to Long Reef).  

Joseph Benns died on 29 March 1900 on Scotland Island, Pittwater, aged 84 years. His death 

certificate states that he was buried on 31 March 1900 in the Roman Catholic Cemetery, 

Bayview, by the Manly undertaker Thomas Waugh. The minister was Thomas Haydon of 

Manly, R.C. Priest, and witnesses to the burial were Samual Morrison, J.P., the teacher at 

Pittwater Public School (located at Bayview), and John A. Ellison of Manly, cabinet maker. 

There was no Roman Catholic Church at Bayview, and the small cemetery at Church Point 

was strongly Protestant. Most of Bayview’s residents were Protestant, except for John 

Roche’s family, whose 80 acre property included the Bayview Post Office. The Roches were 

strong Roman Catholics. A grave apparently existed on this property for some years but was 

covered over when the road was made to Church Point. The evidence points to this site, on 



the Roches’ land, as being the most likely location of any Roman Catholic Cemetery at 

Bayview in 1900. 

Benns and Jenkins built the official second one 

Department of Lands, 

Sydney. 18th November, 1884. 

APPLICATION TO MAINTAIN A JETTY. 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made by the parties hereunder mentioned 

to maintain a jetty in front of their property, particularized in the annexed description; and 

all persons interested are invited to state, within one month from this date, their objections, 

if any, why they should not be permitted to maintain the jetty in question. 

JAMES S. FARNELL. 

Name of Applicants. 

Joseph Benns and Charles Jenkins. 

Description. 

County of Cumberland, parish of Narrabeen, at Pitt Water, Scotland Island: Commencing on 

the high-water mark of Pitt Water, on the western side of Scotland Island; and bounded 

thence on the north by a line bearing westerly 168 feet; thence on the west by a line at right 

angles bearing southerly 5 feet; thence on the south by a line parallel to the first-mentioned 

boundary bearing easterly to to the aforesaid high-water mark ; and thence on the east by 

that high-water mark northerly, to the point of commencement. APPLICATION TO MAINTAIN 

A JETTY. (1884, November 25). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 

1900), p. 7906. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221632993   

 

The jetty was about 3 perches, they paid 5 pounds annual rent for this - LEASES FOR SPECIAL 

PURPOSES.—OBJECTIONS CALLED FOR. (1885, January 6). New South Wales Government 

Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 242. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article221622589  

 

In 1883 they attempted to bring it under the provisions of the Real Property Act, but were 

unsuccessful at that time. A David Dickson, to whom they had stopped paying rent, wrote 

from Adelaide on 18 April 1889, stating that Scotland Island was the property of himself and 

his brother James, who was living in England and suffering from mental disability. However, 

he was unable to prove their ownership satisfactorily, and Certificates of Title were issued to 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221632993
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221622589
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221622589


Joseph Benns and Charles Jenkins on 8 February 1892, mainly on the grounds of continual 

possession. - Shelagh and George Champion OAM's, Profiles of the Pittwater Pioneers, 2013. 

NRS-13012-3-[6/10095]-PA 6016. Title: Primary Application - Charles Jenkins and Joseph 

Brinns, Scotland Island. Contents Date Range: 04-02-1884 to 08-02-1892 

Charles John Jenkins - Date of Death 11 Jun 1892, Place of residence Scotland Island  

Soon after they gained ownership Charles Jenkins passed away, naming this only child of 

Martha and 'Joseph' as executor - the  gentleman named was a solicitor, not her father: 

Charles John Jenkins - Date of Death 11 Jun 1892, Place of residence Scotland Island 

In the Supreme Court of New South Wales. 

PROBATE JURISDICTION. 

In the will of Charles John Jenkins, late of Scotland Island, Pittwater, in the Colony of New 

South Wales, farmer, deceased. 

APPLICATION will be made, after fourteen days from the publication hereof, that probate of 

the last will of the above named deceased may be granted to Emily Mary Ann Elizabeth 

Godbold and Stephen Mountain Stephens, the executrix and executor named in the said 

will,—Dated this 14th day of June, A.D. 1892. 

W. H. PIGOTT, Proctor, 28, Castlereagh-street, Sydney. In the Supreme Court of New South 

Wales. PROBATE JURISDICTION. (1892, June 17). New South Wales Government 

Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 4947. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article222969717  

From; https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-WWI-Veterans-for-2018-History-

Honours.php  

 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-Street-Names-Scotland-Island-History.php 

George Allan Dickson - Date of Death 05/06/1896, Place of residence Scotland Island NSW 

Location Western Sydney Records Centre -  NRS-13660-6-80-Series 4_41951 

 

 

Certificate of Title Vol-Fol 1044-101 and 102 was issued on February 

8th 1892 and the whole island was transferred on February 12th 

1892 to William Wallace Elmslie (Doctor of Medicine – who took a 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222969717
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222969717
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-WWI-Veterans-for-2018-History-Honours.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-WWI-Veterans-for-2018-History-Honours.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-Street-Names-Scotland-Island-History.php


mortgage with Alfred George Milson and Richard Holdsworth and 

the Stephens-Godbolds), and Charles Bond (Tailor; same per 

mortgage) and Thomas Wilshire (Civil Servant) 

 

Vol- Fol 1052- 249 and 250 

And Vol-Fol 1053-1 

Elmslie, Bond and Wilshire has discharged his mortgage by May 21st 1894 – becomes Vol- 

Fol: 1142-36 for all three holdings with William Wallace Elmslie issued the 

Certificate of Title in 1894 

This is then transferred to The Permanent Trustee Company of NSW on 

August 17th, 1900 and becomes Vol-Fol: 1328-141 – wherein it is shown 

Patrick Thomson Taylor (of Mosman) has been issued with a Certificate of 

Title registered on September 13th, 1900 from the Permanent Trustee Co and 

Alfred George Milson (mortgagees) with power of sale: 

He sells to Helen White (of Darling Point), widow, on May 25th, 1906: 

The subsequent 1906 land sales record (with balance in 5 years to settle) 

includes, by 1972 and 1978, the Water Board and Warringah Shire Council 

resumptions (Vol-Fol 1377-183 for WSC) Vol-Fol: 1328-141: 

And include Pittwater Summer Houses: Bangalla, Scotland Island 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-Summer-Houses-Bangalla-Scotland-

island.php 

SCOTLAND ISLAND 

Those who delight in yachting, sailing, boating, bathing, should be enraptured with Scotland 

Island Next Saturday, at 3 p.m., Scotland Island, aptly named "Pride of Pittwater," will be sold 

will be sold by auction on the ground by Messrs. Stanton and Son. 

Special motor buses will run from Manly on the day of the sale. and a special steamer will 

also leave the Gosford Wharf at the foot of Erskine street for the scene. The Island is only a 

few miles from Manly, and with Church Point, Pittwater. on the one side, and Newport on the 

other, it is an ideal place for lovers of outdoor recreation. The Pittwater district has of late 

made great progress and the Government is now building a tram line to Narrabeen, and at 

an early date intends extending the line to Pittwater and Newport.. The Hornsby railway line 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-Summer-Houses-Bangalla-Scotland-island.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Pittwater-Summer-Houses-Bangalla-Scotland-island.php


may also be extended to Pittwater, and this will, of course, add greatly to the value of 

property in the vicinity. There are only 80 water front allotments to be submitted. and they 

are really fine blocks. being of two acres. The phenomenal demand for plans points to a 

record sale. Every allotment is to be sold practically without reserve. The terms are long and 

the title Torrens. SCOTLAND ISLAND. (1911, November 20). The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW 

: 1883 - 1930), p. 12. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article239198390  

 

Vol-Fol 2220-86 Lots 41 and 42 to Emma Elizabeth Benson on January 20 1912 (one acre 2 

roods 11 perches) – sells to Ducker and Fitzpatrick on March 8 1923, becomes Vol-Fol 3432-

40/341 which goes into Scotland Island Estates Limited on July 31 1924 and becomes Vol-Fol 

3664-28 – Lot 23 and Lots 41 to 44 go into Vol-Fol 3682-189 which without any sale goes 

into Vol-Fol 3898-59/60. 

Some of the other blocks on the east and towards Tennis Court Wharf are also sold 

again/transferred into Scotland Island Estates, where they are cut into smaller Lots. 

Scotland Island Estates Ltd. Vol-Fol 3898-59 is 25 acres 1 rood and 11 ¼ perches consisting 

of Lots 33 to 49, 51 to 63, 65 to 79, 81 to 87, 192 to 198, 202 to 230 and 232 to 238, Lot 242 

and Lots 309 to 330 being part of Portion 50 of Parish consisting of 120 acres originally 

granted to Andrew Thompson by Crown Grant on January 1 1810. 

The lots facing east are smaller than the original approx. one acre lots on the west side of 

the island, although these sold first in the 1906 divisions onwards, possibly due to the 

attractions of the Pittwater Regattas and morning sun. Pittwater Regattas, as with the 

Elvina Bay sales, also wre used as a lifestyle selling point, with the Scotland Island Cup and 

the race past Scotland Island to Elvina Bay for speedboats, featuring as part of these when 

the RMYC’s Herbert Fitzpatrick and his partner Ducker put up prizes for these promotional 

and hopeful sales boosters.  

PITTWATER REGATTA 

The Scotland Island Cup, presented to the Pittwater Regatta committee, by Mr. H. J. 

Fitzpatrick, for competition among C.A.S.C. cruisers on December 27. PITTWATER REGATTA 

(1924, November 6). The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1883 - 1930), p. 8. Retrieved  from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article245475261  

  

YACHTING 

Many Trophies for Pittwater 

(By Jackyard) 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article239198390
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article245475261


Pittwater Rcgntta committee In the past has been singularly fortu-nute In the matter of 

donation of trophies in addition to prize money at the popular annual fixture, and this year 

is no exception. At last year's presentation of prizes, when receiving the president's trophy 

for the success of his 21ft, Boomerang, Mr. Frank Albert promised a cup for this year's 

carnival, and this will be awarded to the winner of the 21ft. yacht race in the afternoon.- 

regatta president (Mr. Oscar Curtis) has given the Bona Cup for the -all yachts race, while 

the winner of the cruisers' race will be entitled to the possession of the Scotland Island 

Cup, the gift of Mr. H. J. Fitzpatrick. Each member of the crew of the most successful 12-

footor In the two races on the programme will receive a gold medal from Mr. E. P. 

Andreas, and Mr. Fred Young's cup will be competed for by the surf boats. Tho hon. 

secretary (Mr. John Roche) reports that matters in connection with the regatta are 

progressing favorably. YACHTING (1924, November 11). The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 

1954), p. 5 (FINAL EXTRA). Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223579116  

AQUATICS.  

Pittwater Regatta. 

CORELLA'S DOUBLE WIN. 

Notwithstanding the mixture of sunshine and rain on Saturday, one of the most successful 

regattas yet held was carried out at Pittwater. The breeze was of varying strengths, and 

during part of the afternoon fell very light, but again freshened. 

Among the popular wins were those for the all yachts and the 21ft restricted class. In the 

former, the president of the regatta, Mr. Oscar Curtis, steered his yacht, Bona, for the first 

time in a race, and secured a victory in the competition for the cup which he had presented 

to the regatta, and which he is representing for next season's reg it to. 

Two races were held for the restricted class, and each was won by Lord Forster's Corella, 

skippered by Mr. Don Taylor. Additional interest was given to the racing this year by the 

inclusion of events under the Rowing Association rules. 

The success of the fixture was contributed to by Messrs J. **V. Alexander, Lind and Mr li 

Fitzpatrick, of Scotland Island Estates, who presided launches for the conveyance of 

patrons of the regatta to and from the flagship. Mr. Douglas Robertson and the KuringGai 

Chase authorities provided splendid pontoons for the use of the committee. 

The steamer Newcastle made an excellent flagship, from which the various events were 

viewed. The customary regatta dinner was held during the evening at the Newport Hotel, 

and was well attended. Trophies won at the regatta were presented by General Sir 

Granville Ryrie. Great credit was given to the president, Mr. Oscar Curtis, the hon. 

secretary, Mr. John Roche, and the numbers of the committee for the perfect way in which 

the function was carried out. 

SCOTLAND ISLAND CUP. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223579116


GENERAL HANDICAP. 

June Bird (E. C. Gale), lm 1 Mavis (L. V. Buckingham), 16in . 2 Sea Rover (W. !.. Dandy), nor . 

3 Other entries: Unana (Lex Buckle), 8in; Rana (R. H. C. Down),5m; Chance (Dr. Gordon 

Craig), 5: Caprice (A. J. Storm), 6m; Burraneer (Coates and Rest), 8m; Cutty Sark (H. B. 

Langley). Dm: Scarab (Dr. C. Shepherd), 12m; Mischief (C. Spain), 12m; Snowdrop (W. 

Rayment), trim; Wirraminna (Dr. P. G. Cooley), film. Won by 16secs; 1m 55s between 

second and third. 

BONA CUP. 

All Yachts., 

Bona (Oscar Curtis), Ulm 1 

Aoma (J. H. Palmer), 21m 2 

Rawhiti (F. Albert), scr. 3 Other entries: Brand V, (J. R. Palmer), lOJm; Scotia (D. C. 

Brockhoff), 851; Eun naMara (Andrew Wilson), 40m. A splendid race, for the Hallett, Bona, 

securing the advantage of a milling match approach-ing the finishing line, scored a victory 

by 30 seconds. AQUATICS. (1924, December 29). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 

1954), p. 9. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16196217  

 

All blocks are split into smaller blocks through this subdivision from 1924 on. This sells until 

October 1948 as such and then the residue is put into Vol-Fol: 5934-95. 

Lots 44 and 45 are put into Public Trustee on June 3rd 1931 Vol-Fol: 4489-116 – on Richard 

Road and handed to Warringah Shire Council on June 29, 1930 (C of T), measuring one rood 

10 ¾ perches and measuring 80 feet by 170 to 171 feet, and on to Richard Road. It is sold to 

Percy Horace de Russett and Alfred de Russett, both of Balgowlah and Builders, on January 

7th 1947. 

Others bought multiple blocks: 

Lots 51 and 52, as well as 219, were on the waterfront to north side of Harold Reserve, 

were bought by Helena Elizabeth Henderson, wife of Silk Merchant Henry William 

Henderson, on August 25 1926 – Vol-Fol: 3910-179. Permanent Trustee Comp. of NSW 

(Proctors) sold Lot 219 on May 18 1972 and the residue went into Vol-Fol: 17861-123/124 

on June 16 1972. They also buy original Lot 57 from widow Eliza Seaborn (Vol-Fol: 2364-

114 COT May 8 1913) October 17 1935 – which goes into Henderson Investment Company 

Limited and does not shift until June 27 1973 when it is acquired by Vivic Investments Ltd.. 

John Johnstone Mathieson buys Lots 77,78,79 Vol-Fol: 4718-182 September 9 1935 

Elsie Egan lots 308 and 309, Vol-Fol: 4557-161 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16196217


Lily Amy Harris Lots 81 and 82 Vol-Fol: 4527-51 

Katie White Lots 42 and 43 Vol-Fol: 4467-221 

Benjamin Heinrich Adolphe Feuerheerdt Lots 40, 41 Vol-Fol: 4544-73 august 29 1932 

Cornelia Houton Lots 222,223 Vol-Fol: 4312-8 on June 10 1929  

Agnes Mary Scott of Waverly, listed as ‘spinster’ on C of T and comprising Lots 206, 207, 

208, 209 and 210 of DP12749 on December 20 1929 Vol-Fol: 4375-129 – is 3 roods and 18 

perches on Elvina Crescent measuring 270 feet 8 ¾ inches lower side by 147 feet 9 ½ inches 

on south end and 171 feet 4 ¾ inches on north end and 260 feet on west side. Certificate of 

Title registered February 7 1930. This is sold to Naom Fraser White of Bronte, Widow, on 

November 23 1960 who sells in 1963 – a caveat is put on Lot 207 in same year. 

ON SCOTLAND ISLAND, PITTWATER. 

This picturesque spot is one of the few privately owned islands in Australia. It lies just off 

Church Point, at the mouth of McCarr's Creek, Pittwater, an arm of Broken Bay. Not so many 

years ago the region was practically unknown even to the people of Sydney. Gradually, 

however, the popularity of the seaside resorts has accounted for the creeping out of 

weekend cottages and permanent habitations from Manly to Barrenjoey and around the 

foreshores of Broken Bay and the various inlets near the mouth of the Hawkesbury River. 

Even Scotland Island itself is now becoming a week-end resort. ON SCOTLAND ISLAND, 

PITTWATER. (1920, April 21). Sydney Mail (NSW : 1912 - 1938), p. 5. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article159028427  

 

Upon Helen’s death and he subsequent family conflict over who owned what the whole is 

transferred to the Union Trustee Company of Australia Pty Ltd. – Vol-Fol: 

3598-214 - being Lots 1 to 22, Lots 24 to 27, Lots 29 to 35, Lots 37 to 40, Lots 45,46,47, 

Lots 52 to 73, Lots 76 to 121 inclusive, in plan deposited No.: 5821. On June 5th, 1924. 

This was also when the family/relatives legal action took place: 

IN EQUITY. 

(Before the Chief Judge, Mr. Justice Street.) 

SCOTLAND ISLAND ALLOTMENTS. 

Peek v Union Trustee Coy. of Australia, Ltd 

This was a suit in which the plaintiff, Rupert de Lacey Peek, asked, among other things, for a 

declaration that a certain agreement, which was subsequently modified, with respect to the 

sale of a number of allotments of land on Scotland Island, near Pittwater, ought to be 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article159028427


specifically performed and carried into execution by the defendants, the Union Trustee Coy. 

of Australia, Ltd., and that the same be de-creed accordingly. 

Mr. E. F. McDonald (instructed by Messrs. A. E. Whatmore and Lee) appeared for the 

plaintiff; and Mr. Maughan, K.C., and Mr. H. K. Manning (instructed by Messrs. Priddle and 

Gosling) represented the defendants. 

Plaintiff claimed that on December 30, 1921, at the instance of Gwendoline Mab McLachlan, 

executrix- of the will of the late Mary Helen de Massue, Marquise de Ruvigny, the 

defendants were appointed her attorneys for the purpose of obtaining letters of 

administration with the will annexed of the estate of the deceased. One of the assets In the 

estate consisted of a number of unsold allotments of land at Scotland Island. Messrs. 

McDonald and Watson, it was alleged, were the appointed agents for the purpose of the 

sale of the allotments. On September 6, 1922, McDonald and Watson wrote to the plaintiff, 

advising him that they had asked the defendants for an option in his name to purchase the 

allotments for £5000, on certain terms; and that the defendants had informed them that 

they were willing to dispose of the whole of the unsold portion of Scotland Island to him for 

£5260, on certain terms, including a cash deposit of £1000. On September 18, he paid to the 

defendants a preliminary deposit of £10 in connection with the purchase, for which he 

obtained a receipt. Subsequently, the contract was modified in certain respects. He had 

always been ready and willing, and hereby offered to perform the agreement in all respects, 

but the defendants had repudiated, it, and refused and neglected to perform it. Plaintiff also 

asked that in addition to, or in lieu of, specific performance of the agreement as modified, 

the defendants be ordered to pay him the damages he had sustained by reason of their 

refusal to perform the contract; and that the defendants be restrained by injunction from 

selling, mortgaging, or otherwise dealing with the lands, except under his direction. 

The defendants denied that McDonald and Watson were their agents in the matter of the 

sale; and that the agreement was as alleged in the statement of claim. They asserted that 

the plaintiff did not pay the deposit within the time fixed by the agreement as mutually 

varied by him and there, where-upon they rescinded the contract, in which the plaintiff 

acquiesced. After the recession of the contract (If any) and the plaintiff's acquiescence In the 

same, they re-sold the allotments. They submitted that in the circumstances mentioned the 

plaintiff was not now entitled to a decree for specific performance of the agreement. 

Neither the contract alleged in the statement of claim, as having been originally made, nor 

as varied, was in writing, and there was no written memorandum signed by them or anyone 

lawfully authorised by them to do so; and they submitted that the suit should be dismissed 

with costs. By way of counter-claim, the defendants pleaded that the plaintiff had filed a 

caveat forbidding any dealings with the lands. They were desirous of applying to have the 

lands transferred to them as administrators of the estate of the deceased, and so 

transferring the properties to purchasers from them. They asked that the plaintiffs caveat be 

rescinded, and that he be ordered to pay the costs of the counter-claim 



The matter is part heard. 

(Before Mr. Justice Harvey.) 

BURRINJUCK DAM 

Attorney-General v Peters. 

Hearing was concluded, and his Honor reserved his decision. IN EQUITY. (1923, November 

9). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 6. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16104933  

IN EQUITY. 

(Before the Chief Judge, Mr. Justice Street.) 

SCOTLAND ISLAND ALLOTMENTS. 

Peck v Union Trustee Company of Australia, Limited. 

Reserved judgment was delivered in the suit in which the plaintiff, Rupert de Lacey Peek; 

asked, among other things, for a declaration that a certain agreement, which was 

subsequently modified, with respect to the sale of a number of allotments of land on Scot-

land Island, near Pittwater, ought to be specifically performed and carried into execution by 

the defendants, the Union Trustee Company of Australia, Ltd., and that the same be decreed 

accordingly. 

Plaintiff claimed that on December 30, 1931, at the instance of Gwendoline Mab McLachlan 

executrix of the will of the late Mary Helen de Massue, Marquise de Ruvlgny, the defendants 

were appointed her attorneys for the purpose of obtaining letters of administration with the 

will annexed of the estate of the deceased. One of the assets in the estate consisted of a 

number of unsold allotments of land at Scotland Island. Messrs. McDonald and Watson, It 

was alleged, were the appointed agents for the purpose of the sale of the allotments. On 

September 6, 1922, McDonald and Watson wrote to the plaintiff, advising him that they had 

asked the defendants for an option in his name to purchase the allotments for £5000, on 

certain terms; and that the defendants had informed them that they were willing to dispose 

of the whole of the unsold portion of Scotland Island to him for £5250, on certain terms, 

including a cash deposit of £1000. On September 18 he paid to the defendants a preliminary 

deposit of £10 In connection with the purchase, for which he obtained a receipt. 

Subsequently the contract was modified in certain respects. He had always been ready and 

willing, and hereby offered to perform the agreement in all respects, but the defendants had 

repudiated it, and refused and neglected to perform it. Plaintiff also asked that in addition 

to, or in lieu of, specific performance of the agreement he modified, the defendants be 

ordered to pay him the damages he had sustained by reason of their refusal to perform the 

contract; and that the defendants be restrained by injunction from selling, mortgaging, or 

otherwise dealing with the lands, except under his direction. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16104933


The defendants denied that McDonald and Watson were their agents in the matter of the 

sale; and that the agreement was as alleged in the statement of claim. They asserted that 

the plaintiff did not pay the deposit within the time fixed by the agreement as mutually 

varied by him and them, where-upon they rescinded the contract, in which the plaintiff 

acquiesced. After the recession of the contract (If any) and the plaintiff's acquiescence 

In the same, they re-sold the allotments. They submitted that in the circumstances 

mentioned the plaintiff was not now entitled to a decree for specific performance of the 

agreement. Neither the contract alleged in the statement of claim as having been originally 

made, nor as varied, was in writing, and there was no written memorandum signed by them 

or anyone lawfully authorised by them to do so; and they submitted that the suit should be 

dismissed with costs. By way of counter claim the defendants pleaded that the plaintiff had 

filed a caveat forbidding any dealings with the lands. They were desirous of applying to have 

the lands transferred to them as administrators of the estate of the deceased, and so 

transferring the properties to purchasers from them. They asked that the plaintiff's caveat be 

rescinded, and that he be ordered to pay the costs of the counter-claim. 

His Honor, after reviewing the facts, said it was clear that as the company broke off 

negotiations before it signed the formal document, there was no existing contract enforce-

able against it, and it was not really material to consider whether It acted reasonably or 

unreasonably in doing so. He thought, however, that the company had acted Justifiably and 

reasonably in breaking off negotiations. It was obvious that the plaintiff was never in a 

position to carry out his purchase, and that his tactics all through really amounted to an 

endeavour to obtain what was in substance an option of purchase while he looked round to 

try and find someone to finance him in the matter. The company showed him a considerable 

amount of indulgence, but, in the position in which it stood, it could not allow that state of 

affairs to continue indefinitely, and his Honor thought that it was justified in calling a halt 

when it did. He thought, therefore, that the suit failed, and must be dismissed, with costs. 

The counter claim, which asked that a caveat against dealings lodged by the plaintiff might 

be removed, would be allowed, with costs. 

Mr. E. F. McDonald (instructed by Messrs. A. E. Whatmore and Lee) appeared for the 

plaintiff; and Mr. Maughan, K.C., and Mr. R. K. Manning (instructed by Messrs. Priddle and 

Gosling) represented the defendants. 

(Before Mr. Justice Harvey.) 

BURRINJUCK DAM. 

MISREPRESENTATION ALLEGED. 

Attorney-General v Peters. 

Reserved judgment was delivered in the suit arising out of a contract in respect of the 

construction of the Burrinjuck Dam by the Attorney-General, informant on behalf of the 



Crown, against Thomas Peters, in which the plaintiff asked, among other things, for a 

declaration that a certain agreement Slade on July 4, 1919, between the defendant and the 

Minister for Agriculture, having, It was alleged, been induced by misrepresentation of the 

defendant, the Crown was entitled to relief from any obligations in respect of the 

agreement; that the defendant be restrained by injunction from proceeding under the 

agreement, or enforcing, or attempting to enforce any rights thereunder against the Crown; 

and for a reference to the Master to inquire and ascertain the amount of the loss and 

damage suffered by the Crown by reason of the allegations in the statement of claim, and 

that the defendant be ordered to pay the same. 

Plaintiff alleged that the representations were made by the defendant with the intent to 

induce the Government to enter into the agreement, and were made by him falsely and 

fraudulently; and that the defendant, instead of having incurred heavy or any loss under the 

contract, as represented by him, had at the time the representations were made, as he well 

knew, made large profits out of the contract. Plaintiff submitted that whether. the alleged 

representations were made by the defendant fraudulently or not, the crown was entitled to 

the relief asked for. By reason of the defendant's representations the Government had 

suffered great loss and damage, 

The defendant pleaded that the negotiations in respect of the agreement of July 4, 1910, for 

relinquishing the contract were initiated by the Government, who had determined, without 

reference to him, and as a matter of policy, to take over the work of completing the dom. He 

further pleaded that all material facts relative to the representations complained of 

were well known to the Government many months before the suit was instituted, and that 

with such knowledge the Government elected to affirm the agreement in question. He did 

not know and could not admit the other allegations mentioned in the statement of claim. 

His Honor said the question to he decided was, had the Government now the right to have 

the contract rescinded in consequence of the representations made by the defendant as to 

his losses. Defendant's counsel had pressed the Court very hard to take the view that the 

agreement was not in any way induced by those representations, because, strange as it 

might appear, Mr. Grahame (then Minister for Agriculture), called as a witness, stated that 

he never believed the plaintiff had suffered any loss, and that he told the other members of 

the Cabinet so. In that statement he was supported by Mr. Justice James, then Minister for 

Education. When confronted with the submission to the Cabinet of the commission of which 

he was the head-which stated that they had no reason to doubt the defendant's statement 

that he had incurred loss-he (Mr. Grahame) disclaimed all responsibility, and said he placed 

the submission before the Cabinet without reading it There seemed no escape from the 

view that he was guilty of the grossest negligence of his duties as a responsible Minister in 

passing on such a statement to the Cabinet-a statement which he now said was absolutely 

false. The question might well be asked why Mr, Grahame did not convey that View to the 

committee of engineers when he received their report If he ever read it. His Honor did not 



think it was very material what Mr. Graham thought personally, nor whether he conveyed to 

the other members of the Cabinet what he now said was his opinion; it he did, it was 

singular that no one should have drawn attention to the discrepancy between such a 

statement and the deliberate words of the submission to the Cabinet. It was not important 

what the individual members of the Cabinet might or might not have thought, because it 

was clear that both Cabinet as a body and the sub-committee of the Cabinet acted on the 

advice of the committee of engineers, and did not attempt to exercise any individual 

Judgment on the matter. It was, in his Honor's opinion, an indisputable fact that the 

agreement took the form it did because of the recommendations of the engineers-Messrs. 

Dare, De Burgh, and Bradfield. Those engineers made their recommendation because they 

believed that Peters had made an absolute loss. The question, however, remained whether 

the defendant's statements, from which the absolute loss was inferred, were made in such a 

way that the engineers were entitled to take them into consideration. On that matter he had 

come to a decision adverse to the plaintiff's claim. In conclusion, his Honor said the decision 

he had come to was that, though the agreement in question would not have been made but 

for the belief of the committee Of engineers that the defendant had made an absolute loss, 

and though the belief was induced by statements which the defendant had made, you those 

statements were made under such circumstances that the engineers relied on them, at their 

own risk, and that the defendant was not responsible in law for their mistaken belief. Taking 

that view, of the fact, he was relieved of consideration of the questions whether it was now 

possible, after this lapse of time and the events that had since happened, to restore the 

parties fairly to their original position. The suit must therefore be dismissed with costs. 

Mr. Blacket, K.C., Mr. Bethune, K.C., and Mr. Harry Stephen (instructed by the Crown 

Solicitor) appeared for the plaintiff or informant: Mr. Leverrier, K.C., and Mr- Bonney 

(instructed by Messrs. Pigott and Stinson) for the defendant Peters. IN EQUITY. (1923, 

December 8). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 13. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16124649  

 

The drawn map showing these lots also shows two wharves only – the site of the old Benns- 

Jenkins one, now around the Cargo Wharf (on ‘Wharf Street’), and near Thompsons old site, 

now the Tennis wharf (although projecting from Lot 20 on this map). 

To Mine Owners and Others. TENDERS are invited for the Purchase of the Timber 

on Scotland Island, Pittwater; mostly spotted gum, of 6 ft.- 8 inches in diameter, all straight 

and good milling. Deep-water wharf for loading same. Tenders close 1st of March. Box 2892 

GPO Sydney. Advertising (1923, February 19). The Newcastle Sun (NSW : 1918 - 1954), p. 8. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163197818  

Pittwater — Construction of three wharves and baths at 

Scotland Island .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. August 14— Hardy, Busby & Norman. 375 George-

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16124649
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article163197818


street, Sydney. TENDERS. (1923, July 4). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 

11. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16078336  

Scotland Island. -Erection of chains of pathway In Scotland Island, Pittwater. Messrs. 

Hardy, Busby, and Norman, civil engineers, 375 George-street, city. TENDERS. (1924, 

January 2). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 7. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16120773  

Pittwater— Formation of about 120 chains of Pathway on Scotland Island .. ....  .. .. 

January 12 — Hardy, Busby & Norman. 375 George-street, Sydney.  Advertising (1924, 

January 9). Construction and Local Government Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1913 - 1930), p. 3. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article109759926  

Warringah Shire Council minutes from meetings records: 

Minutes Of Meeting of 9th April,1923*; Contd. – Barrenjoey – Lands Department .23/3/3, 

intimating that portion of the Barrenjoey Headland Reserve will be placed under the 

Council's control as a public recreation reserve. Received. Hardy, busby & Norman, 28/3/3, 

agreeing to Council's requests respecting Scotland Island subdivision, but asking for 

modification of the requirement that the various Sub. sections of the new road be linked 

up through the intervening alienated lots;? Agreed to, (Crs. Ellsworth &Corkery)  

The April 23rd 1923 Meeting records: 

S. R. Hummerston 9/4/23, submitting, for approval, specification of wharves which he has 

contracted to erect on Scotland Island for the owner of the estate: referred to Engineer. 

Minutes of Meeting of 21st May. 1923 - Contd._ fl. 9j Resolved; - (Crs. McKillop,Ellsworth) 

That the amended plan of 'Scotland Island Subdivision submitted by Messrs. Hardy. Busby & 

Norman be approved provided (1) the minimum frontage of each Lot be increased to 33'ft.,; 

(2) where the middle road is not continued through the alienated lots, connection be made 

to the adjoining road, and (3) that roads and wharves be constructed to the Council's, 

requirements. Resolved, - (Crs. McKillop, Atkins) That the report regarding the wharves of 

Scotland Island Estate be adopted. Resolved', - (Crs' Hewitt,' Hitchcock) That the steps at the 

Clareville Wharf be rebuilt and new pile installed and that the Engineer be authorised to 

arrange for the work to be done by a local contractor. 

Meeting held June 5th, 1923: 

Scotland Island Estate., Resolved, ' _Cars. Hitchcock, Campbell the plans of wharves and 

baths for Scotland Island Estate be approved, as recommended, provided that they be 

marked on the plan as ‘public wharves’ and ‘public baths’; respectively 

At the Meeting held November 5th 1923: 

John Hller and Co,. 27/110/23; furnishing conditions under which the Lands Departement will 

permit road through Kurin-gai Chase leading to West Head to be be opened up, namely; That 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16078336
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the Council undertake, the construction and upkeep of the road established, and the writers 

pay all survey fees, &c. A letter was also read from A. G. O'Donnell, agent for the owner of 

the Estate, 3/11/ 23 (Commodore Heights), intimating that if the Council would assist in 

obtaining dedication of the road, and agreeing to the Lands Department's Conditions, his 

clients would improve the road at a cost of about £6 per chain for the whole length., and 

would maintain it for a period of two years. Resolved, _8212; (Ors. Hewitt, 't Commodore 

Heights Estate. Hitchcock) That they be informed the Council is willing to Ct . accept the offer 

for the construction of the road, and, when satisfactory agreements have been completed, 

the Counoil is ready to send on to the Lands Department an undertaking, as  required by it, 

for the construction and maintenance of the road… 9. S.Emnett, submitting plan of 

subdivision of Lot 75, Scotland Island : resolved, _8212; (Ors. Hevitt, Ritckat he be informed 

the Council can only approve of the opening of a road through his allotment in conjunction 

with a road, through all adjoining allotments, as proposed by the owners of the Estate, 

April 7th, 1924: 

l2q, Hardy, Busby &Norman, re Scotland Island Subdivision and stating proposal to construct 

a pathway in Elvina crescent and a Tennis Court in Catherine Park : Resolved, - (Crs.Hewitt 

Capbell)'That the Council approve of the proposal. - - 13. Same. 24/3/24, re same estate, -

and stating proposal t3o substitute sawn turpentine sheeting for galvanised wire mesh in 

baths to be constructed : Resolved; (Crs. Hewitt,Campbell) That the Council approve; 

The Meeting held April 14th 1924 records: 

Item 8. Resolved, - (Crs.- Hitchcock, Hewitt) That in consideration of further work done, £250 

of the guarantee lodged in respect of Scotland Island Subdivision, be refunded.  

June 19 1924: 

Hardy, Busby and Norman 4/6/24, submitting Deposited Plan of Scotland Island Estate for 

affixing of Council's Seal and also Memorandum of Dedication of portion of original Lot 7 of 

Scotland Island as on extension of the circular road. Resolved, (Crs. Hewitt, Hitchcock) That 

the Council accept dedication for the purposes of the public highway, of the piece of land 

edged red on the plan annexed to the Memorandum of Dedication by D. G. Robertson. 

June 24 1924: 

Scotland Island Estate Ltd. stating that they bought only unsold allotments in the original 

Scotland Island subdivision and have no title to the park on the upper part. Resolved: - (Crs. 

McKillop, Campbell) That the Council's Solicitors be instructed to take the necessary steps to 

have the park on the upper part of Scotland Island dedicated and that final approval to the 

plan be deferred until such dedication is effected. 16, George Wheeler, offering Portion 45, 

Ph. Manly Cove, containing +20 acres as a public recreation reserve for £1500. Resolved, - 

(Crs.McKillop, Campbell) That he be thanked for his offer, but informed the Council has no 

funds for further acquisitions of parks at the present time.  



July 7 1924: 

15. Union Trustee Co. of Australia Ltd. 30/6/24. Agents for the estate Marquise de Ruvigny, 

Deceased, stating they are prepared to execute any necessary document for the' dedication 

of the Park on Scotland Island. Resolved, - (Crs. Rayner, Hewitt) That the Seal of the Council 

be affixed to the Deposited plan of Scotland Island Estate immediately, the Shire Solicitor be 

advised there will be no hindrance to the transfer going through, and the Solicitors be asked 

to expedite the matter. . 16. Hardy, Busby and Norman, (3 2/7/24, intimating that the 

wharves and pathways on Scotland Island are almost completed, and asking that an early 

inspection be made, (Dealt with earlier in the meeting,) 53. Hardy, Busby and Norman. 

submitting plan of proposed subdivision by Mrs. Mcdougall's Lot 36 of Scotland Island 

(original.) Resolved: (Crs. Hewitt, Hitchcock) That approval be given.  

Most of the original lots facing west were of one acre each. E.G. Lot 76 of original 1906 

subdivision, sold to Alexander Livingtsone Kerr (Vol-Fol 2065-49) of Lot 75 on May 10 1910 

and backing onto Athole Crescent of then, was one acre. This was sold on February 7 1913 to 

Nellie Allen, wife of Alfred Allen, Architect, of Sydney. She sold again on December 6 1920 to 

George Macquarire Paine of Narrabeen, Grazier. Solicitors John Williamson and Percy Leydon 

Williamson became those in charge on July 16 1923 and they sold to Ethel Harriet Emmet, 

wife of Samuel Emmett, Auctioneer of Narrabeen on September 3 1923 - who subsequently 

subdivided this acre and old those lots – the plan for subdivision approved through the 

council in late 1925. Some of those who owned these early larger Lots were required to 

dedicate a portion of their land to the council for access the ‘road’: 

September 15 1924: 

53. T. W Garrett. Christie and Borne1 8/9/24,. submitting, for CounciI’s acceptance, 

'Memorandum of Dedication by  Mrs. B. McDougall of a 40-ft. strip of original Lot 36 of 

Scotland Island Sub, for road purposes : Resolved, ; (Crs. Hewitt, Hitchcock) That dedication 

of the lots for the purposes of a public highway be accepted.  

October 13, 1924: 

At the request of Cr. Atkins, instructions were given to the Engineer to have the Ocean Street 

Jetty repaired immediately, and to attend to the dangerous projecting bolts under Narrabeen 

Bridge. 3. Scotland Island Estate, Ltd 26/9/24, requesting Council's approval to his 

application for a Special Lease for a Permissive Occupancy of about 1 perch at Church Point, 

opposite the roadway between Dando's Boat-Shed and Hummerston's Store : Resolved- (Crs. 

Hitchcock, Ellsworth) That the application be approved. 

November 10 1924: 

Fitzpatrick Subdivision - Resolved,(Crs. Hewitt, Campbell) That the plan of subdivision of 

Portions 12 and 16, Parish of Broken Bay submitted by Hardy. Busby and Norman, be 

approved, subject to the fulfillment of the terms in Hardy, Busby and Norman's letter of 6th 



inst., subject also to the grades of the roads and the specification of the wharf being 

satisfactory to the Engineer. [Portion 16 – Arthur Branscombe Woods small 3 acre portion at 

Elvina Bay, so this would give date for other Elvina Bay wharf construction, and through 

Herbert Fitzpatrick and his partner once more]. 

October 6 1925: 

A J . Hordern. 24/9/25, suggesting the erection of footbridge over the Creek in Palm Grove 

Reserve Palm Beach, and enclosing cheque for £6 to cover cost. (Crs. Hitchcock, Hewitt) That 

the offer be accepted, and the work be done under the Engineer's suervision. I 32. Sydney D. 

Horne. 22/9/25. requesting permission to cross Pittwater Road, with electric wires from ‘La 

Corniche; to /1 A. C. Giles butcher's shop at Bayview Resolved, - (Ors. Hewitt, Hitchcock) That 

permission be granted, subject to the work being done to the Electrical Engineer's 

satisfaction, and that the applicant take all responsibility in the event of an accident 

occurring, E.  A. O'Donnell. 24/9/25.subnitting plan of'S. Emmett's plan of subdivision of 

original Lot 75, Scotland Island Estate, approved in 1923 :.. Received. 

November 7 1925: 

Scotland Island 6. Resolved, - (Crs. Hitchcock,. Rayner) That S. Emmett's plan of subdivision of 

Lot 75, Scotland Island Estate, be approved.  

Scotland island wharves builder: 

On December 1st 1922, Stanley Raymond Hummerston, another Returned Soldier, took over 

the business of Post Masters and store at Church Point from A E Burton. Assigned to the 

26/7th Light Horse Regiment during WWI as is previous occupation had been Horse Driver, 

Mr. Hummerston was a Woolloomooloo gentleman with a tattoo of a butterfly on his left 

forearm, a man on a horse on his right forearm, and tattoos across his chest and shoulders 

that weren't described. He enlisted at age 24 on February 1917 and was sent to Moascar 

Isolation Camp (many soldiers were arriving from Australia with measles and other diseases) 

and on to El Fukhari. His records indicate he too frequently was returned to Moascar 

Isolation Camp with one illness after another. When we spoke to Henry MacPhillamy a few 

years ago, he iterated that many men serving in New Guinea in WWII died from disease and 

pest related bites, in some areas more died from these than battles. 

Mr Hummerston was returned to Australia in 1919 finally discharged on the 16th of April, 

1919. He too may have struggled with 'just get on with it'. 

From: https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Church-Point-Wharf-1883-to-2025-History-

Pittwater.php  

  

Various land sales: 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/henry-macphillamy-profile.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Church-Point-Wharf-1883-to-2025-History-Pittwater.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Church-Point-Wharf-1883-to-2025-History-Pittwater.php


Scotland Island Estates becomes seller of more lots as registered on May 6th, 1926, even 

though the company was registered in February 1924 and they may have been selling Lots 

prior to that – theirs is registered in Vol-Fols 3898-58,59 and 60 

Vol-Fol: 3898-58 (19 acres, one rood and 22 ¾ perches): Lots 1 to 31 inclusive and Lots 152 to 

191 inclusive and Lots 285 to 308 inclusive Plan 127419. Last land sale October 21st, 1963. 

Herbert Fitzpatrick – Scotland Island Land Sales 1920’s 

Number NRS-13022-2-[12/1117]-No. 2155. Title Memorandum and Articles of Association 

of Scotland Island Estates Limited. Contents Date Range 01-01-1924 to 31-12-1924 

Contracts won - Pittwater. — Erection of Week-end Cottage on Scotland Island.;— -Peddle, 

Thorp and Walker J. Sheldon, Mona Vale. Advertising (1929, September 18). Construction 

and Local Government Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1913 - 1930), p. 2. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article109637335  

Scotland Island Wharves – History Research Notes 

13th of July, 1925: H. J. Fitzpatrick (Scotland Island Estates, Ltd) 7/7/25. requesting 

Council's further support in his application for a Special lease of portion of the foreshores at 

Church Point: Resolved, -. (Crs. Ellsworth, Hewitt) That a letter be written to the Land 

Department, saying that the Council is disappointed that Mr. Fitzpatrick’s application has 

been turned down, and asking that it be again considered as it is on the lines favored by the 

Council 

The February 7th 1927 Meeting records: 

Elvina Bay Wharf: Resolved Cr.s Simpson, Hope; that the approach to the wharf at Elvina Bay 

be repaired as soon as funds are available and Mr. Fitzpatrick be informed. Scotland Island 

baths; that the baths at the northern wharf of Scotland island be repaired at the estimated 

cost of £2. 

 

 

 

Reuben Martin Dubois, of Manly, Sales Supervisor,  buys lots 19 and 20 from Scotland Island 

Estates on December 22nd 1947 Vol-Fol: 5769-139/140 – Lot 20 is in Vol-Fol: 5769-139. And 

this fronts Richard Road – so wrong side of the island  

 

Warringah shire council resumes all the lands for Catherine Park, the roads, 100’ given for 

widening Fitzpatrick Avenue – this was registered November 23rd, 1978, Vol-Fol 13771-184 

to 187 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article109637335


Scotland Island’s wharves in place years prior to initial land sales of 1906 – the queen of 

Scotland island’s husband and fisherman partner had a wharf facing Elvina? – by 1924: 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Scotland-Island-Great-Mackerel-Beach-

Pamphlets.php  

NRS-13022-2-[12/1117]-No. 2155. Title; Memorandum and Articles of Association 

of Scotland Island Estates Limited. Contents Date Range; 01-01-1924 to 31-12-1924 

 

REGISTERED COMPANIES. (25 February 1924) 

Article, Article/Journal or magazine article - Dun's gazette for New South 

Wales. - 1924 

... .” Subscribers to Memo, of Assn.: Herbert James Fitzpatrick, Arthur R. 

W. Ducker, Florence A. Fitzpatrick ... , patrick, Elsie M. Fitzpatrick, Constance 

M. Ducker, Phillis C. Ducker, and Lawrence A. Ducker (1 share  

REGISTERED COMPANIES.   

“SCOTLAND ISLAND ESTATES, LIMITED”—

Regd. 15.2.24. No.  99801. Capital: £10,OOO in 5500 ordinary and 4500 cumulative preferen

ce £1 shares. Objects: To acquire by agreement all that piece  of land situated in the Parish of

 Narrabeen, County of Cumberland,  known as “Scotland Island.” Subscribers to Memo, of Ass

n.: Herbert James Fitzpatrick, Arthur R. W. Ducker, Florence A. Fitzpatrick, Elsie M. Fitzpatrick

, Constance M. Ducker, Phillis C. Ducker,  and Lawrence A. Ducker (1 share each 1 ). First Gove

rning Directors:  Herbert James Fitzpatrick and Arthur R. W. Ducker. Regd. Office:  Sydney.   V

ol. 31 No. 8 (February 25, 1924). REGISTERED COMPANIES., Dun's gazette for New South 

Wales Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-784521940  

PITTWATER ESTATES COMPANY, 105 Pitt-st., real estate agents-   

Com. 1.5.25. Proptrs.: Arthur R. W. Ducker and Herbert T. Fitzpatrick.] Regd. 1

.6.25. (Vol. 33 No. 23 (June 15, 1925) ). Advertising, Dun's gazette for New 

South Wales Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-765070917 

 

SCOTLAND ISLAND CUP. CHRISTMAS-TIDE: THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT ON LAND AND WATER (1924, 

December 31). Sydney Mail (NSW : 1912 - 1938), p. 18. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article169148297  

 

The First Scotland Island Cup, Trophy and Race and the Gentleman who loved Elvina Bay 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Scotland-Island-Great-Mackerel-Beach-Pamphlets.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Scotland-Island-Great-Mackerel-Beach-Pamphlets.php
https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/234630829?keyword=Ducker%20Fitzpatrick
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-784521940
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-765070917
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article169148297


https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/thefirstscotlandislandraceandthemanwholovedelvin

a.php  

In 1904 a ferry service began operating from the Church Point Wharf to transport the 

children of Pittwater area to and from Bayview Public School. This was the first such service 

in Australia. 1906 and later subdivision plans show a bus service terminating at the wharf.  

 

1906 land sales: 

SCOTLAND ISLAND. — Hardie and Gorman, on Saturday, November 10, will offer 100 water 

frontage blocks on Scotland Island. Pittwater, near Manly. The terms are 10 per cent., the 

balance over ten years. Plans are available. COMING SALES. (1906, October 28). Sunday 

Times (Sydney, NSW : 1895 - 1930), p. 2. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article126557176  

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/the-marquise-of-scotland-island.php  

 

Sales persisted: 

SCOTLAND ISLAND. 

Mr. A J. Vogan writes:—  

"What Vesuvius is to Naples, Mount Eden to Auckland, or "Our Beautiful Harbor" to Sydney, 

so is Scotland Island to Pittwater. And this lovely 'Isle of Eden' is now to be handed over to 

the 'week-ender, who has desecrated what was once our peaceful and beautiful Middle 

Harbor, and rendered many 

of our other one-time holiday picnic spots wildernesses of uncouth huts where half-savage 

creatures give full play to their atavistic cravings, to the annoyance of civilised folk and to the 

destruction of the scenery. "When In March, 1788, Captain-Governor Phillip, the first 

explorer of Broken Bay, wrote 'Immediately round the headland that forms the southern 

entrance to the port there is a third branch, which I think the finest piece of water I ever 

saw,' he was only voicing what was to be the general opinion of most of those who were to 

follow in his footsteps. It has been my privilege and business to visit many of the most 

beautiful places in the world, and I know every portion of Australia, and, with, per-haps the 

exception of Hinchinbrook channel and its neighbor, Mourillyan Harbor, Pittwater remains 

peerless to-day amongst Australian scenic gems. Yet we Sydney folk who have this at our 

doors are going to allow that vandal, the bachelor 'week-ender' to desecrate this pearl 

amongst places.  

"This Island was reported on as the most suitable spot for the naval college; but land-agent 

wile and political pull erased the verdict of the experts. Better this far than to surrender this 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/thefirstscotlandislandraceandthemanwholovedelvina.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/thefirstscotlandislandraceandthemanwholovedelvina.php
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article126557176
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article126557176
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/the-marquise-of-scotland-island.php


island to the fate of Middle Harbor with its huts, its dancing bells, its insanitary 'sanitary' 

depots pouring typhoid germs into its waters and its 'week-end' drunken bowlings and 

indecencies." "It is characteristic of your paper that the public was first made aware of this 

projected sacrilege through Its columns." SCOTLAND ISLAND. (1911, September 29). The Sun 

(Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954), p. 15 (LATEST EDITION). Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221546281  

Scotland Island. 

The Manly-Pittwater tram will very shortly now be opened to Narrabeen, and those desirous 

of securing week-end blocks in the de-lightful neighborhood of Pittwater will have an 

opportunity on Saturday next of bidding for the water frontages of one of the most unique 

positions on the coast. As Garden Island is in Sydney Harbor, so is the historic Scotland Island 

to Pittwater Lake. There is no doubt the beautiful island, which surely should have been 

purchased by the Government, will be the aristocratic quarter of the district, and those 

purchasing now will reap the bene-fit as soon as the tram opens. The areas are big, so as to 

give the purchasers a real residential picnic block worth having, the averages being 100ft. 

frontage to deep water with a depth of 600ft. A special steamer leaves Gosford Wharf on 

Saturday and motor buses leave Manly in time for the sale at special return rates. Tickets are 

purchasable from Messrs. Stan-ton and Son, the auctioneer, Pitt Street. Scotland Island. 

(1911, November 25). The Newsletter: an Australian Paper for Australian People (Sydney, 

NSW : 1900 - 1919), p. 9. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article102802821  

 

 

 

Bernard James Newmarch, C.B.E., CM.G. (1856-1929) buys lots 48 to 50 – Vol-Fol 2065-50 – 

which is 2 acres, 3 roods and 31 and ¾ perches, which back on to Athole Crescent on 

Scotland Island: 

In 1912 he transfers the property to George Oswald Hyde who pays his mortgage to 

Newmarch himself until he has discharged what is owed in 1917. The lease is still being 

taken out by Newmarch so he clearly still had some interest and was ensuring there was still 

access to the property, along with a bathing place, and a boatshed with a slip. The extension 

shows another 1906 onwards purchased of land, Bernard Allen, also has a boatshed, bathing 

place and jetty: 

George Oswald Hyde was involved in mining in Newcastle and the South Coast of New South 

Wales. His son was Henry George Hyde. The State Library of NSW holds records and photos 

from the family’s collection. - Anna Maria Reid,  born in Hoxham, Newcastle, New South 

Wales on 1826 to Lieut. James Reid and Rosanna Macartney. Anna Maria Reid married 

George Alfred Hyde and had 8 children. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article221546281
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article102802821


 

The 45ft auxiliary pleasure yacht Petuna, formerly owned by Mr.. Ingham; has been 

purchased by Mr. George Hyde, of Scotland Island, Pittwater, the transaction being carried 

out by Mr. Chas. H. Relph.  CYCLING AND MOTORING (1913, June 11). The Sydney Morning 

Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 16. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article15426530  

A MINING CASE. AT the Sydney Central Police Court on Wednesday, Joseph Tarrant was 

charged with having obtained from George Oswald Hydo, certain valuable securities by 

means of a false pretence in Victoria. Mr. G. H. Reid appeared for the prosecution, and Mr. 

Roberts for the defence. George Oswald Hyde deposed that he was a resident of Maitland, 

in this colony, and dealt in coal-mines. He had floated several companies, both in New South 

Wales and Victoria. Accused and witness signed a con tract on the 171h April, by which 

witness agreed to purchase, if he was satisfied upon inspection, a block of land about 30 

miles from Newcastle, and known as Millwall Point, said by accused to contain several very 

large seams of coal of the Greta measures. Accused told witness that there was a seam of 

coal cropping out near the wharf, and which it was possible to walk into; that the 

Government Geologist, Mr. David, had seen the property, and thought a good deal of it; that 

there was a wharf on the property 600 yards in length, which would be very convenient for 

shipping, as the coal could be taken straight out of the tunnel and placed on board the 

steamers; that there was water 30ft deep there, which was sufficient to allow any of the San 

Fran-cisco mail steamers to come alongside the wharf; and that the American Consuls of 

Sydney and Melbourne had offered £10,000 for the property, with a view to the American 

boats being supplied with Greta coal without proceeding to Newcastle. It was these 

statements that induced witness to enter into the contract, and give the three promissory 

notes for the sum of £2000. On the 26th May he visited the property, and found the 

representations of the accused to be utterly false. The property had not the slightest 

indication of containing a seam of coal. The whole of the block was sand. The district was 

not a coal-mining one. Coal was not obtained nearer than twenty or thirty miles. The 

property was mostly under water. Accused had said that specimens had been obtained by a 

Mr. Barry near the wharf, but the only coal witness found were small pieces which had boon 

washed ashore.  

He had been led to be-lieve that there was a substantial wharf on the property, but the only 

structure approaching a wharf was a small timber jetty, absolutely useless for shipping coal, 

had coal been found there. Witness went up the river in a small boat, which grounded 

several time; the depth of water near the wharf could not have been more than 4ft. The 

ground had not been opened by any miners. A disinterested resident of the district for 

twenty-five years told wit ness that coal had never been found either on the property or in 

its vicinity. When he found what the property was he asked accused for the return of the 

promissory notes, which witness had given him, in the presence of a Mr. Robertson, to hold 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article15426530
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article15426530


in trust until accused heard that witness was satisfied. The promissory notes had not been 

returned, hence this action. He did not threaten accused with violence. The notes were 

given to accused in Victoria, and were made payable in Newcastle at four months. Witness 

proceeded to Melbourne to lay the information, and swear the warrant. When dealing with 

witness accused acted in an apparently straightforward manner. Accused had said, in reply 

to his request for the return of the notes that he had dis-counted them. Witness received a 

summons to attend a meeting of accused’s creditors. He did not attend. Accused had said 

that he sequestrated his estate because he had been pressed. Witness was of opinion that if 

accused regarded him as a civil creditor he should have been included in the list of creditors. 

Witness took proceedings after the sequestration of defendant's estate. During a 

conversation in Melbourne, accused pointed out to witness a paragraph in the Argus, stating 

that Mr. Tarrant, of Sydney, had been appointed to the Legislative Council. Accused said the 

paragraph referred to himself, and that he had been offered a seat in the Upper House three 

times by Sir Henry Parkes. Witness consented to accompany accused to the telegraph office, 

as accused stated that he wished to wire to Sir Henry Parkes, stating that, owing to pressure 

of business, he would be unable to accept the position. Witness thought at the time that 

accused was a man of standing in New South Wales. He had since heard of Mr. J. Harman 

Tarrant, a member of the Upper House, to whom the paragraph referred. This concluded the 

evidence of the prose-cuter, and the case was adjourned until next morning.  A MINING 

CASE. (1890, November 21). Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW : 1876 - 

1954), p. 5. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article132662890  

Mining Applications. 

The following applications for mining leases on Crown lands were received at the Mining 

Warden's office during the week: — George Oswald Hyde applied for the following, all 

situated in the parish of Sofala, county Roxburgh : Nos. 39, 10 acres, portion G.L. 84; 40, 2 

acres, portion G.L. 98; 41, 8 acres 2 roods 38 perches, portion gold lease G.L. 68; 42, one 

acre 2 roods 36 perches, portion of G.L. 70; 43, 4 acres 3 roods 14 perches, portion of G.L. 

69; 44, 10 acres, portion of G.L. 67. ….. Mining Applications. (1912, August 20). The Bathurst 

Times (NSW : 1909 - 1925), p. 2. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article111381600  

Son; ? 

HYDE, Oswald George Leo  

Service Number: NX81901 

Enlisted: 3 January 1942 

Last Rank: Private 

Born: REDFERN, NSW, 23 July 1908 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article132662890
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article111381600
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article111381600


 

Soon after the mortgage is discharged, or as it is, in 1917 the property again changes hands, 

this time going to George Henry Hebden, grazier. It is likely that the more extensive home 

known as ‘Bangalla’ was built during this period from 1917 to 1924 on. 

Bernard Barnett Allen – who also bought and on Scotland island (and listed at MV by mid 

1920’s;?) – listed on this lease extension as well: 

APPLICATIONS FOR EXTENSION OF THE TERM OF LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES. (1917, 

August 3). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 

2001), p. 4426. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article226218102  

 

First Ferry to the Island  

[See: Pittwater summer houses and Special Leases – 1924 to 1927:] 

The first ferry service from the Church Point Wharf to Scotland Island and the western 

shores of Pittwater was begun in 1926 by Mr Holga Jensen, the then store keeper at 

Church Point. This service did not run to a timetable but rather operated as needed. The 

service discontinued during the Second World War, but was resumed in 1946 by Sam Elliot. 

Today the ferries operate an hourly service to Scotland Island, Towlers, Lovett and Elvina 

Bays. A water taxi service was inaugurated from the wharf in 1952 by William Roberts. 

Then in 1926 the original store building was relocated to Scotland Island and was replaced 

by a larger building containing the store, post office, garage and machinery shop, and boat 

shed. A residence was built at the back over the water. A photograph of the point shows a 

jetty extending out to the north alongside the store. This building was short lived being burnt 

down in 1928. 

The Man who Loved Elvina Bay 

The store then reverted to a boat shed until Mr Jenson was able to build a new store to the 

west of the Church Point Wharf, where it still exists today. This building consisted of a store 

facing the street, an area for boat storage and boat repairs at the rear, and a ramp from that 

into the water. There was an attic residence above where he and his wife used to live. The 

store replaced the boat sheds that had previously occupied the site.  

The original Pasadena was built on the site of Jenson’s former store to the east of the wharf 

by Charlie Wymark. It also included a store, a garage and boat shed. A dance hall was built 

on the first floor. From the turn of the century tearooms had operated at Church Point in 

various locations, but not at the wharf. During the early 1920s Alfie Burton built tearooms 

and accommodation about 100 yards to the west of the wharf. These reverted to a boat shed 

in the late 1920s when the Pasadena dance hall was built. During the 1950s the Pasadena 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article226218102


housed a self-serve general store with hardware and bottle shop included, and a 

newsagency.  

However, during the 1960s and 70s the building was rebuilt and converted to a motel, 

restaurant and function centre, with some shops. Charlie Wymark who had built the original 

Pasadena took over the current general store in the 1950s and transferred the post office to 

it. In 1978 the mini-market was threatened with closure. However, public protests prevailed 

and it was saved. 

Special Leases – Church Point – Booths original store, alongside wharf, current Pasadena site, 

and a few extras: 

Barrenjoey Company Extension for Wharf of 32 perches Special Lease 11-17 

Metropolitan. APPLICATIONS FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF LEASES FOR 

SPECIAL PURPOSES. (1922, February 10). Government Gazette of the State of 

New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 1120. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220076318  

Executors of estate of J J Smith applying for extension of lease for boathouse;  

APPLICATIONS FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF LEASES FOR SPECIAL 

PURPOSES. (1922, March 17). Government Gazette of the State of New South 

Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 1809. Retrieved, from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225367849  

Parish Narrabeen, county Cumberland, Special Lease -No. 25-8, Metropolitan, for 

boatshed, skids, jetty and bath. Land applied for—about 15 ½ perches, below high-

water mark at Church Point, Pittwater. Applicant—John James McWilliam. 

Objections may be lodged at the Local Land Board Office, Sydney, up to.26th June, 

1925. 

Parish Narrabeen, county Cumberland, Special Lease No. 3,129, Metropolitan, for 

store and refreshment room. Land applied for— 1 ¾ perches, above and below 

high-water mark at Church Point, Pittwater. Applicant—Alan Gardner Fyers Mann. 

Objections to ay be lodged at the Local Land Board Office, Sydney, up to 3rd July., 

.1925. 

Parish Narrabeen, county Cumberland, Special Lease No. 25-7, Metropolitan, for 

store and refreshment room. Land applied for—about 5 ¼ perches, below high-

water mark at Church Point, Pittwater. Applicant-—Alan Gardner Fyers Mann. 

Objections may be lodged at the Local Land Board Office, Sydney, up to 3rdf July, 

1925.  APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1925, June 5). Government 

Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2493. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223035025  

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220076318
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225367849
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223035025


APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. 

IT is hereby notified, for general information, that the undermentioned applications 

hare been received for leases for special purposes and for extensions of terms of 

Special Leases, under the provisions of the 74th, 76th. and 229th sections of the 

Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, of the lands and for the purposes hereunder 

stated, and that it is the intention to grant leases, should no sufficient objection be 

found to exist, after inquiry by the Land Board and consideration by the Minister. 

Any objections will receive due consideration, if lodged in writing with the District 

Surveyor for the Land Board District in which the land is situated on or before the 

date specified in each case hereunder. 

Parish Narrabeen, county Cumberland. Special Lease 1924-23, Metropolitan, 

for boatshed, garage and jetty. Land applied for—about 20 perches, below 

high-water mark at Church Point, Pittwater, fronting lots 15 and 15a. Applicant—

Herbert James Fitzpatrick. Objections may be lodged at the Land Board Office, 

Sydney, up to 27th March, 1925. APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL 

PURPOSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1925, 

March 20). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 

1901 - 2001), p. 1474. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223029876  

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland. Special Lease 1925-14, Metropolitan; 

for jetty, boatshed and bathing place. Land applied for—2 roods 18 perches below 

high-water mark of Pittwater on frontage of part of lot 3, section 5, Mona Vale 

Private Subdivision. Applicant—Bernard Barnett Allen. Objections in writing may 

be lodged at Local Land Board Office, Sydney, up to 12th January, 1926. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1926, January 8). Government 

Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 87. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223018635  

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. 

IT is hereby notified, for general information, that the undermentioned applications 

have been received for leases for special purposes and for extensions of terms of 

Special Leases, under the provisions of the 74th, 76th and 229tli sections of the 

Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, of the lands and for the purposes hereunder 

stated, and that it is the intention to grant leases, should no sufficient objection, be 

found to exist, after inquiry by the Land Board and consideration by the Minister. 

Any objections will receive due consideration, if lodged in writing with the District 

Surveyor for the Land Board District in which the land is situated, on or before the 

date specified in each case hereunder. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223029876
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223018635


P. F. LOUGHLIN, Minister for Lands.  

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland. Special Lease No. 26-4, Metropolitan, 

for jetty. Land applied for—-about 34 perches below high-water mark, fronting 

Bay View road at Pittwater, Applicant, John Williams. Objections in writing may 

be lodged at the Local Land Board Office, Sydney, up to 16th' June, 1926. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1926, May 21). Government 

Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2195. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222995288  

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TEEMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. 

IT is hereby notified, /for general information, that the undermentioned applications 

have been received for leases for special purposes and for extensions of terms of 

Special Leases, under the provisions of the 74th, 76th and 229th sections of the 

Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, of the lands and for the purposes hereunder 

stated, and that it is the intention to grant leases, should no sufficient objection be 

found to >xist, after inquiry by the Land Board and consideration Dy the Minister. 

Any objections will receive due consideration, if lodged in waiting with the District 

Surveyor for the Land Board District in which the land is situated, on or before the 

date specified hereunder. 

JOHN T. LANG, Minister for Lands. 

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 1926-40, Metropolitan, 

for building for Clubhouse. Land applied for—about 18 perches below highwater 

mark fronting portion 29 and adjoining the Government Wharf at Pittwater. 

Applicant, Pittwater Aquatic Club. Objections in writing may be lodged at the Local 

Land Board Office, Sydney, on or before 19th January, 1927. APPLICATIONS FOR 

LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF 

SPECIAL LEASES. (1927, January 14). Government Gazette of the State of New 

South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 163. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220227451  - first applied in December 1926. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PUR 

POSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. . 

IT is hereby notified, for general information, that the undermentioned applications 

have been received for leases for special purposes and for extensions of terms of 

Special Leases, under the provisions of the 74th, 76th and 229th sections of the 

Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, of the lands and for the purposes hereunder 

stated, and that it is the intention to grant leases, should no sufficient objection be 

found to exist, after inquiry by the Land Board and consideration by the Minister. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222995288
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220227451


Any objections will receive due consideration, if lodged in writing with the District 

Surveyor for the Land Board District in which' the land is situated; on or before the 

dates specified hereunder. 

E, M. HORSINGTON, Minister for Lands. 

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 1927-18, Metropolitan, 

for erection of Post Office, store and refreshment-room. Land applied for—

about 40 feet by 46 feet below high-water mark at Bayview, on the southern 

shore of Pittwater. Applicant—William John Oliver. Objections in writing may be 

lodged with the District Surveyor, Local Land Board Office, Sydney, on or before 24th 

June, 1927.  APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1927, June 10). Government 

Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2767. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223013118  

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 1927^9, Metropolitan, for 

boat-shed, garage and refreshments; land applied for—9 perches below 

highwater mark at Church Point, Pittwater, fronting the road opposite lot 1 of portion 

25. Applicant—Alfred Ernest Burton. Objections may be lodged at the Land Board 

Office. Sydney, until 3rd October, 1927. APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR 

SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. 

(1927, September 23). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales 

(Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 4634. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article219954010  

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS 0F SPECIAL LEASES. 

IT is hereby notified, for general information, that the undermentioned applications 

have been received for leases for special purposes and for extensions of terms of 

Special Leases, under the provisions of the 74th, 76th 

and 229th sections of the Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, of the lands and for 

the purposes hereunder stated, -and that it is the intention to grant leases should no 

sufficient objection be found to exist, after inquiry by the Land Board and 

consideration by the Minister. 

Any objections will receive duo consideration, if lodged in writing with the District 

Surveyor for the Land Board District in which the land is situated, on or before the 

date specified in each case hereunder. 

B. T. BALL, Minister for Land*. 

Parish of Narrabeen, county, of Cumberland; Special Lease 27-30, Metropolitan, for 

wharf and slips. Land applied for, about 150 feet by about 10 feet below 

highwater mark fronting lot 6, Horse Shoe Cove, Pittwater. Applicant - The 

Royal Motor Yacht Club of New South Wales (Broken Bay Branch). Objections 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223013118
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219954010
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219954010


may be lodged at the Land Board Office, Lands Department, Sydney, up to 19th 

December, 1927.  

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease No. 27-34, Metropolitan, 

for purpose of wharf. Land applied for about 14 perches below high-water mark 

fronting Jot 4, Beaconsfield-street, Pittwater. Applicant—Whitaker, Hayman and Co. 

Ltd. Objections may be lodged at the Local Land Board Office Sydney, up to 16th 

January, 1928. 

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease No. 27-19, Metropolitan, 

for purpose of, boatshed. Land applied! for about 10 perches below high-water mark 

opposite the end of a road or access reserve adjoining lots 53 and 54 of Forssberg's 

Estate, Barrenjoey-road, Pittwater. Applicant—Willie Christian. Objections may be 

lodged at the Local Land Board Office, Sydney, up to 16th January, 1928. 

APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1927, December 

16). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 

2001), p. 5798. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222998874  

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 4,292, Metropolitan, for 

jetty, boat shed, slip, and bathing place. Land applied for—about 1 rood 10 

perches below high-water mark fronting lot 1, d.p. 11,423, Pittwater. Applicant, 

Joseph Clifton Love. Objections may be lodged at the Land Board Office, Sydney, 

up to 14th February, 1928.  APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL 

PURPOSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1928, 

January 27). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 

1901 - 2001), p. 518. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223010327  

Parish of Narrabeen, county*of Cumberland; Special Lease 27-41, Metropolitan, for 

boatshed, wharf and slip. Land applied for—35 ½ perches below high-water 

mark fronting lot 13 of d.p. 9,500, Pittwater; Applicant— Edward Allen Davis. 

Objections may be lodged at Land Board Office, Sydney, up. to Monday, 4th June, 

1928. APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR 

EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1928, May 18). Government 

Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2186. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219943984  

APPLICATIONS FOE LEASES TOR SPECIAL PUR 

POSES AND FOB EXTENSIONS OF TEBMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. 

IT is hereby notified, for general- information, that the undermentioned applications 

have bden received for leases for special purposes and for extensions of terms of 

Special Leases, under the 'provisions of the 74th, 76th and 229th sections of the 

Crown Lands Consolidation Act, 1913, of the lands and for the purposes hereunder 

stated, and that it is the intention to grant leases should no sufficient objection be 

found to exist, after inquiry by the Land Board and consideration by the Minister. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article222998874
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223010327
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219943984


Any objections will receive due consideration, if lodged in writing with the District 

Surveyor for the Land Board District in which the land is situated, on or before the 

date specified in each case hereunder. 

R. T. BALL, Minister for Lands. 

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 28-29, Metropolitan, for 

boat-shed. Land applied for—about 9 perches, adjacent to lots 59, 60, 61 and 62, 

at the southern end of Chinaman's Beach, Pittwater. Applicant—Willie Christian. 

Objections may be lodged at the Metropolitan Land Board Office, Sydney, up to 19th 

August, 1928. APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES AND 

FOR EXTENSIONS OF TEBMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1928, August 

3). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 

2001), p. 3697. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219952102  

Parish of Broken Bay, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 1907-3, 

Metropolitan, for boat house, bathing place and jetty of an area of about 17 perches 

situated below high-water mark, Pittwater, fronting allotment 19 of Ventnor Estate. 

Applicant—Neil Donovan Smith. Objections may be lodged at Land Board Office, 

Sydney, up to 19th November, 1928. APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR SPECIAL 

PURPOSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. (1928, 

November 9). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW 

: 1901 - 2001), p. 4819. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223027204  

Parish of Narrabeen, county of Cumberland; Special Lease 1928-13, 

Metropolitan, for boatshed and shop site. About 2 roods below high-water 

mark, Pittwater, fronting Bay View road and opposite lot 5 of a subdivision of portion 

27. Applicant—Theodore Heuber. Objections may be lodged at the Land Board 

Office, (Sydney, up to 1st March, 1929. APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR 

SPECIAL PURPOSES AND FOR EXTENSIONS OF TERMS OF SPECIAL LEASES. 

(1929, February 22). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, 

NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 981. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article223989646  

 

 Department of Mines and Agriculture, 

Sydney, 12th December, 1893. 

RESERVES PROM OCCUPATION UNDER MINER'S 

RIGHT OR BUSINESS LICENSE. 

HIS Excellency the Governor, with, the advice of the 

Executive Council, has been pleased to reserve, subject 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article219952102
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223027204
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223989646
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article223989646


to existing rights (if any), under the 26th section of the Mining Act of 1874, the Crown 

Lands hereinafter described from occupation for mining, residence, or business 

purposes under any Miner's Sight or Business License. 

[93-17,674] T. M. SLATTERY. 

EASTERN DIVISION. 

Land District of Parramatta. 

No. 440. County of Cumberland, parish of Cowan, containing an area of about 

14,760 acres. The Crown Lands situated in the parish of Cowan, in the county of 

Cumberland 

Reserved from sale as No. 44, on the 17th November, 1879. 

Metropolitan Laud District. 

No. 441. County of Cumberland, parish of Broken Bay, containing an area of about 

1,050 acres. The Crown Lands within the following boundaries: Commencing at the 

northernmost point of a promontory at the junction of Cowan Creek and the 

Hawkesbury River, known as Challenger Head; and bounded thence on the north by 

a line bearing east about 87 chains; thence on the east by a line bearing south about 

120 chains to a mountain, shown upon the Admiralty Chart of Broken Bay and the 

Hawkesbury River, dated 1872, as having an elevation of 654 feet; thence upon the 

south by a line west about 182 chains ; thence upon the west by a line north about 

27 chains to the right bank of Cowan Creek; thence upon the remainder of the west 

and north by the right bank of Cowan Creek downwards to the junction of that creek 

with the Hawkesbury River, to Challenger Head and the point of commencement,-— 

being the Crown Lands around Refuge Bay. 

Reserved from sale as No. 51, on the 21st June, 1880. 

Land District of Parramatta. 

No. 442. County of Cumberland, parish of Cowan, containing an area of about 75 

acres. The Crown Lands within the following boundaries: Commencing at a point on 

the left bank of Cowan Creek bearing about north 26 degrees .east distant about 10 

chains below Shark Rock Point; and bounded thence on the east by a line north 

about 20 chains; thence on the north by a line west about 32 chains ; thence on the 

west by a line south about 24 chains to Cowan Creek; thence on the south and part 

of the east by the left bank of Cowan Creek downwards, to the point of 

commencement. 

Reserved from sale as No. 53, on 21st June, 1880. 

No. 443. County of Cumberland, parish of Cowan, containing an area of about 30 

acres. The Crown Lands within the following boundaries: Commencing at the 

northernmost point of a promontory forming the eastern entrance to Porto 



Bay; and bounded thence on the north-west by the eastern shore of that bay 

southerly about 22 chains; thence on the south by a line east about 26 chains to the 

right bank of the Hawkesbury River; thence on the north-east by the right bank of 

that river upwards, to the point of commencement. 

Reserved from sale as No. 54, on the 21st June, 1880. 

Metropolitan Land District. 

No. 414. County of Cumberland, parish of Broken Bay, containing an area of about 

750 acres. The Crown Lands within the following boundaries: Commencing upon the 

west shore of an inlet known as Pittwater, at the south-east corner of Alexander 

Waddell's 640 acres grant; and bounded thence on part of the east by part of the 

western shore of Pittwater southerly to the north-east corner of James Kirby's 

40 acres grant; thence on part of the south by the north boundary of that portion 

bearing west to its north-west corner; thence again on the east by the west boundary 

of that portion and part of the west boundary of John Clark's grant of 60 acres 

bearing south to a point due east of the north-east corner of reserve No. 51, notified 

21st June, 1880; thence again on the south by a line west to that corner and by the 

north boundary of that reserve to the coast; thence on the north-west by the eastern 

shore of Cowan Creek downwards to the south-west corner of Alexander Waddell's 

grant aforesaid; and on the north, by the south boundary of that grant easterly, to the 

point of commencement. 

Reserved from sale as No. 55 on the 21st June, 1880. 

No. 445. County of Cumberland, parishes of Broken Bay, Narrabeen, and Gordon, 

area about 20,000 acres. The Crown Lands within the following boundaries: 

Commencing on the right bank of Cowan Creek, at a point where the north extremity 

of the west boundary of reserve No. 51, notified 21st June, 1880, meets that creek; 

thence bounded by the west boundary of that reserve south to its south-west comer; 

thence by the south and east boundaries of that reserve east and north to the south 

boundary of reserve No. 55, notified 21st June, 1880 i thence by part of that south 

boundary east to the west boundary of John Clark's 100 acres; thence by pirfc of the 

west and south boundaries of that portion south and east to Pittwater ; thence by 

Pittwater southerly to the north-east corner of Robert M'Intosh'e 50 acres; thence by 

the north boundary of that portion and the north boundary of the reserve for public 

recreation, dedicated 7th January, 1879, west to the north-west corner of that 

reserve; thence by the -west boundary of that reserve south to its south-west corner, 

and by the south boundary of that reserve and the south boundary of James 

M'Cauley's 50 acres east to the south-east corner of that portion; thence by part of 

the east boundary of that portion north to the south boundary of John Andrew's 50 

acres, and by that south boundary east to Pittwater ; thence by Pittwater southerly to 

M'Carr's Creek, and by that creek upwards to its head; thence a line southerly, 

forming a west boundary of the parish of Narrabeen, to the road from Lane Cove to 

Bulgola Head; thence by that road south-westerly to the north boundary of the 



reserve on account of population for City of Sydney, as per Census of 1871; thence 

by part of that north boundary westerly to the east boundary of reserve No. 62, 

notified 23rd March, 1881, on Cowan Creek; and thence by that creek downwards 

following its right bank, to the point of commencement. RESERVES FROM 

OCCUPATION UNDER MINER'S RIGHT OR BUSINESS LICENSE. (1893, 

December 12). New South Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 

1900), p. 9338. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220975117  

 

Officially named public wharves; council minutes pre-build for 

Bells/Eastern/Cargo/Tennis Courts – 1923 to 1924 Minutes (per 

Hitchcock) 

Then July 1 1953 Gazettal: 

As a result, this would not actually be made official, and Gazetted, until December 1979 and 

was preceded by many lists of Items in Council Meetings and the due diligence the watery 

‘stuff’  required by state government. Almost 30 years after the wharf had been part of Salt 

Pan Cove it, and Taylor’s Point wharf and those on Scotland Island, were finally declared 

Public Wharves at the same time –  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT. 1919.—PROCLAMATION. 

(L.s.) J. NORTHCOTT, Governor. 

1st July, 1953. 

I, Lieutenant-General Sir John- Northcott, Governor of the State of New South Wales, with the 

advice of the Executive Council, and in pursuance of the Local Government Act, 1919, do 

hereby declare to be public wharves the wharves and lands described in the Schedule hereto 

and vest the control thereof in the Warringah Shire Council. (S. 53-787) 

By His Excellency's Command, J. B. RENSHAW. 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN! 

Schedule. 

Salt Pan Wharf. 

Being the wharf and appurtenances thereto and the adjoining land the property of the 

Crown necessary for the proper working thereof situated on the generally eastern shore of 

Pittwater about 60 feet easterly from the north-eastern corner of lot 28, deposited plan 

13,457. 

Taylor's Point Wharf. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220975117


Being the wharf and appurtenances thereto and the adjoining land the properly of the Crown 

necessary for the proper working thereof situated on the generally eastern shore of Pittwater 

at the northern extremity of Taylor's Point road, Avalon. 

Wharves on Scotland Island. 

Being the wharf and appurtenances thereto and the adjoining land the property of the 

Crown necessary for the proper working thereof situated on the generally western shore of 

Scotland Island at the north-western extremity of Fitzpatrick avenue. 

Being the wharf and appurtenances thereto and the adjoining land the property of the 

Crown necessary for the proper working thereof situated on the generally southern shore of 

Scotland Island at the south-western extremity of Vivian street. 

Being the wharf and appurtenances thereto and the adjoining land the property of the 

Crown necessary for the proper working thereof situated on the generally eastern shore of 

Scotland Island at the eastern extremity of Lowanna-street. 

Being the wharf and appurtenances thereto and the adjoining land the properly of the Crown 

necessary for the proper working- thereof situated on the generally northern shore of 

Scotland Island at the northern extremity of Pitt View street. (5781) LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

ACT, 1919.—PROCLAMATION. (1953, July 10). Government Gazette of the State of New South 

Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2219. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article220066563  

Elvina-crescent, Scotland # Island—Thompson-street.  SHIRE OF WARRINGAH.—RENAMING 

OF ROADS.—Ordinance (1953, August 14). Government Gazette of the State of New South 

Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2653. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article220067748  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1919.—PROCLAMATION. 

(L.s.) E. W. WOODWARD, Governor. 5th July, 1961. 

ORDINANCE No. 35a, as proclaimed in the Government Gazette of 12th November, 1920, and 

subsequently amended, is hereby further amended in clause 1 under the heading "Shires" by 

inserting after the words "four wharves on Scotland Island" appearing opposite the word 

"Warringah" the words "; Careel Bay Wharf, Pittwater". (S. 61-1,433.) 

By His Excellency's Command, 

P. D. HILLS. 

(5792) GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!  LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT, 1919.—PROCLAMATION. (1961, 

July 28). Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), 

p. 2217. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220282730  

 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220067748
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Refurbishments: 

Scotland Island Progress Assoc., 6/11,1947 submitting following requests; (a) clearing of 

lantana from reserve at Tennis Court 'Wharf' (b) linking of road-around the Island at the 

Tennis Court and the southern end; and (c) inspection of undesirable shacks which are being 

erected on the foreshores. Resolved, That items (a) and (b) be referred to the Works 

Committee, and (c)to the Chief Health Inspector. 

 

Scotland island wharves 

Finance Committee Meeting, Wednesday 24th August, 1977. FILE 446. 1.2 SCOTLAND 

ISLAND WHARF. The Works Committee 22/8/77 considered the following report:*;Tenders 

were recently called for the construction of the public wharf at Harold Reserve, Scotland 

Island. The following tenders were received:(a) E. R. Notting and Co. Pty. Ltd., Newport 

$47,240 (b) Lane & Thompson, Pittwater $29,870 *;The contract does not include the 

construction of the approaches to the wharf which was estimated at $3,000; an additional 

Item of $2,000 will need to be provided for extras to the contract should potting of the piles 

be required. *;The total estimated cost of the wharf will be:_(I) Contract for wharf 

construction $30,000 (ii) Extras to contract 2.000 (iii)Construction of approaches 3,000 

$35,000 Available funds $15,000. *;The proposals herein for voting of moneys or for the 

adjustment of votes, as the case may be, have been concurred with by the Treasurer. The 

Works Committee was advised that the tender of Lane & Thompson, Pittwater was in 

accordance with Council's specifications and close to Council's estimated cost of $30,000 for 

the works. At the time of the original estimate and the vote of $15,000 it was envisaged that 

the wharf be only half the now proposed length. The Works Committee recommended ;That 

the tender of Lane and Thompson be accepted for the construction of the Harold Reserve 

Wharf, Scotland Island for the sum of $29,870.; AND DIRECTED ;That the matter be referred 

to the Finance Committee with a recommendation that an additional $20,000 be voted from 

contingencies for the construction of the wharf.; Submitted for Committee's 

recommendation. COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION: That the tender of Lane and 

Thompson be accepted for the construction of the Harold Reserve Wharf, Scotland Island 

for the sun of $29,870 and that an additional $20,000 be voted for contingencies for the 

construction of the wharf. COUNCIL'S DECISION (29.8.77): 1520 ADOPTED C. Dawson/Burg: 

'PAGE Minutes Ordinary Meeting. Warringah council, Z /6 /1977 

Meeting held 22-08-77 
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Page 107 

Minutes 



PAE B.P.REF. 1207 270 to: 6,24 SCOTLAND ISLAND WHARF (FILE 446) Ce Report No. A77/254 

sit) Tenders were recently called for the construction of the public wharf at Harold Reserve, 

Scotland Island. The following tender, were received2 (a) E.R. Notting and Co. Pty. Ltd, 

Newport $ 47,240 (b) Lane & Thompson, Pittwater $ 29,870 The contract does not include 

the construction of the approaches to the wharf which was estimated at $3,000; an 

additional item of $2,000 will need to be provided for extras to the contract should potting ' 

of the piles be required. The total estimated coat of the wharf will be: i) Contract for wharf 

construction $ 30,000 ii)Extras to contract 2,000 iii)construction of approaches 3,000 $ 

35,000 Available funds $ 15,000 The proposals herein for voting of moneys or for the 

adjustment of votes, Ca the case may be, have been concurred with by the Treasurer. 

RECOMMENDATION (i) That the tender of Lane and Thompson be accepted for the 

construction of the Harold Reserve Wharf, Scotland Island for the sum of $29,970. (ii)That 

the matter be referred to the Finance Committee with a recommendation that an additional 

$20,000 be voted from contingencies for the construction of the wharf. PROCEEDINGS IN 

BRIEF: The Committee was advised that the tender of Lane & Thompson, Pittwater, was in 

accordance with Council's specification and close to Council's estimated cost of $30,000 for 

the work. At the time of the original estimate and the vote of $15,000. it was intended that 

the wharf be only half the now proposed length. COW4I1TEE'S RECOMMENDATION: That the 

foregoing recommendation be adopted. COUNCIL'S DECISION: Adopted 

Lane & Thompson, Pittwater 

Minutes of WSC Meeting held April 24 1992: 

Finance & Personnel Committee Meeting 05/05/92 A.07 - WEST PITTWATER BUSH FIRE 

BRIGADE STATION - LOVETT BAY. Project: Replacement of existing shed. Design: In house. 

Funding: Council - $0.00 Organisation/Grant - $0.00 Status: Funding not approved for 1992. 

Repair work to rectify storm damage completed. SECTIONR - PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER 

CONSTRUCTION 8.07 - PITTWATER WHARVES - JOB 4579J. P Project: Repairs and 

replacement of existing wharves - Scotland Island and Western Foreshores. (Bells, Eastern, 

Tennis Court and Elvina Bay South). Design: Jambin Pty Ltd. Contractor: Lane & Thompson. 

Funding. Council - $71863.00 Organisation/Grant - $69405.00 Status: Bells Wharf 

completed. Tennis Court Wharf completed. Elvina Bay south to commence 29.4.92. Total 

project 85% completed.  

During 1991: 

The Local Government Act also has several other Ordinances relating to wharves most 

notably Ordinance 35(A) which applies to public wharves described in that Ordinance of 

which the following are included in Warringah Shire:-  

A. Church Point Wharf  

B. Bayview Wharf  



C. Newport Wharf 

D. Clareville Wharf (Paradise beach? – Clareville was demolished and removed in 1935) 

E. Coal & Candle Creek  

F. Palm Beach Wharf I.  

G. Salt Pan Wharf  

H. Taylor's Point Wharf  

I. Great Mackarat Beach Wharf  

J.4 Wharves on Scotland Island (being Tennis Court Wharf, Eastern Wharf, Bells Wharf & 

Carols Wharf)  

K. Careel Bay Wharf ie 14 of the 28 wharves.  

Ordinance 35A appears to be primarily concerned with the Council's powers to regulate 

wharves principally used for industrial activities involving the dispatch and unloading of 

cargoes. Warringah Shire is the only metropolitan Council included in Ordinance 35A and a 

perusal of the others included in that Ordinance would seem to suggest that those wharves 

have a substantial or primary cargo application as opposed to passenger embarkation 

and/or general recreation usage.  

It is equivocal therefore whether the wharves in Warringah Shire should be included in 

Ordinance 35A and whether any special benefit is derived by inclusion of the Council's 

wharves in that Ordinance. However it would appear that the Metropolitan Lands Office 

places some significance on the inclusion of wharves in this Ordinance in as much as up until 

this time the Office has considered that wharves included in Ordinance 35A, being public 

wharves, require no separate or distinct tenure for the Crown Land they occupy.  

The Metropolitan Lands Office has objected to the commuter wharf and cargo wharf at 

Church Point being included in Ordinance 35A for reason that they are not public 

wharves, being set aside exclusively for the use of Scotland Island and Western Foreshore 

residents. Such an interpretation would appear to be a very narrow interpretation of 

Ordinance 35A in as much as this Ordinance appears to allow the Council to determine the 

purposes for which wharves contained within Ordinance SSA may be used, how they will be 

used and the order they will be used ie to permit some exclusivity of use.  

Further the powers permitted by Ordinance 35A would appear to be available to the Council 

through the provisions of Part XVI of the Local Government Act in as much as Section 415 

permits Council to have full power to order and direct and do all things necessary in relation 

to the control of the berthing or removal of any vessel, the discharging and loading of cargo, 

the storage and removal of goods and generally in relation to the control of such wharf and 



any appliances connected therewith. - PAGE Minutes Ordinary Meeting - Warringah Shire 

Council 30th April 1991  

 (Item cont)  

What is unclear however is whether the Council is separately required to have a tenure 

arrangement with the Metropolitan Lands Office in respect of the Crown Land occupied by 

such a wharf. For instance whilst Section 414(1A) of the Act appears to permit the Council to 

declare a wharf constructed by it to be a public wharf, Section 415 implies that whether or 

not a wharf has been appointed a public wharf under any Act Council may collect rates 

prescribed by an Ordinance. ie Section 415 appears to place work for Ordinance 35 by 

permitting the Council to charge dues in respect of those public wharves.  

However the problem with that interpretation is that Ordinance 35 does not fix charges in 

relation to those public wharves unlike for instance Ordinances 35(C) - 35(T) concerning 

wharves within certain specific Local Government areas which do permit the collection of 

fees which may be fixed by the Council. There may be no benefit to Warringah Shire in the 

application of Ordinance 35(A) of the Local Government Act and the Council may be best to 

administer its wharves pursuant to the provisions of Section 414(1A) and 415 of the Local 

Government Act and Ordinance 35. It would appear appropriate that the Council seek legal 

advice on the effect of Ordinance 35(A), if any, to wharves in Warringah Shire; whether 

Section 414 and 415 and Ordinance 35 of the Local Government Act are sufficient to allow 

Council to regulate and administer its wharves and whether the Council requires any 

separate tenure from the Metropolitan Lands Office in relation to wharves within Warringah 

Shire.  

SPECIFIC WHARVES  

In 1985 the Council communicated with the Department of Local Government Act seeking to 

have Ordinance 35(A) amended to apply to all wharves in the Council's area. The 

Department of Local Government advised Council that the Metropolitan Lands Office 

objected to the status of a public wharf being given to the cargo and commuter wharf at 

Church Point for reason that these wharves were not available to the public and only 

available to residents of Scotland Island and the Western Foreshore. Further the Department 

advised Council that its request had been referred to the National Parks & Wildlife Services in 

respect of the Cottage Point Wharf which is wholly located within Kuring-gai Chase National 

Park. For some reason both the Department of Local Government and Council never pursued 

this original request to any finality. A number of issues need resolution: PAGE Minutes 

Ordinary Meeting - Warringah Shire Council 30th April 1991 

(Item cont)  

Other options associated with the administration of this wharf would be to appropriately 

fence the wharf such that operations outside the recommended hours of operation could 



only be permitted to commercial operators whose access to this wharf is required to coincide 

with certain tides but which operations would clearly involve an onus on the operator to 

ensure that the operations were conducted in such a way as to minimise their impact to 

surrounding residents ie access to the wharf for normal and public operations would be 

limited to the time of 7.00am to 6.00pm as proposed in the regulations but commercial 

operators who purchase a key to the wharf would be permitted extended hours for their 

operation on the basis that those operations did not cause intrusive noise to surrounding 

residents. In the event that any particular operator breached the agreement then the bond 

paid in respect of their key purchase would be forfeited to Council and their continued access 

to the wharf at extended times denied.  

E. The Council may wish to consider whether all the remaining wharves are necessary. 

These wharves represent a considerable cost to Council as witnessed by the recent 

refurbishment cost associated with wharves on Scotland Island and the Elvina Bay South 

Wharf. Investigations are currently being undertaken into major maintenance required at the 

Palm Beach Wharf where substantial deterioration of the timber piles is apparent. It may be 

that the Council should seek to reduce the number of public wharves in Pittwater whose 

major function appears to be to provide for recreation boating and commercial boating 

operations and not for any commuter relation functions. One possibility is that the Council 

could either reduce the number of wharves or seek a direct commitment to funding from 

other Recreational Boating Authorities including the MSB whereby a percentage of mooring 

fees are paid for the capital replacement cost associated with wharves.  

F. Increasingly the Council is being requested to increase the provision of services 

associated with public wharf, including lighting, fresh water, garbage receptacles, storage 

and shelter facilities. Some of these facilities should appropriately attract a fee if an effective 

- policing and enforcement arrangement can be put in place. Enforcement is the 

responsibility of Council's wharfinger, but is predetermined by Council:- (a)Accepting the 

principle of user pays in respect of commuter operations at these wharves. (b)The adoption 

of appropriate regulations. (c)The employment of appropriate staff and vehicle to enable 

regular monitoring - this was rejected as an expanded level of the 1991 estimates. PAGE 

Minutes Ordinary Meeting - Warringah Shire Council 30th April 1991 ( General 

Manager/Shire Clerk 

Finance and Personnel Committee Meeting, 30th . April 1991, (Item cont) 

RECOMMENDATION OF DEPUTY SHIRE CLERK - CORPORATE SERVICES ' 

1.. That the Council instruct its solicitors to advise on:- A. The Council's legal obligation to 

obtain, formal tenure associated with the land occupied by public wharves. B.. The 

appropriate provisions of the Act for the adoption and enforcement of regulations associated 

with public wharves and whether Ordinance 35A has any significance to wharves in 

Warringah Shire and particularly whether all public wharves should be included. 2. That the 

Council enquire from the National Parks & Wildlife Services its willingness to accept the 



responsibility for provision and ongoing maintenance of wharves at Cottage Point, 

Illawong Bay and Morning Bay, and failing that Service's acceptance, a further report be 

submitted to the Council addressing the closure and removal of these wharves. 3. That 

the Council establish a Committee of Scotland Island and Western Foreshore Resident 

Associations with a view to the establishment of a body of local residents to administer 

and operate the commuter wharf at Church Point. 4.That the Council adopt the regulations 

appended to the report (Appendix II) associated with the operation of the cargo wharf and 

establish discussions with commercial water transport operators as to the feasibility of a 

bonded key system to enable extended commercial operations of the cargo wharf, Church 

Point. 5.That the future provision of wharves in Pittwater and the adoption of regulations 

associated with those wharves including the payment of fees associated with commuter 

vessel storage and commercial operations, be investigated and a further report be brought 

forward to the Council. RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL by the General Manager/Shire Clerk 

PACE Minutes Ordinary Meeting - Warringah Shire Council 30th April 1991 

COUNCIL DECISION 

Corporate Services. Finance and Personnel Committee Meeting 30th April 1991 7 12 

Attachment; BP Ref 117 1. That the Council instruct its solicitors to advise on:_A. The 

Council's obligation to obtain formal tenure associated with the land occupied by public 

wharves. B. The appropriate provisions of the Act for the adoption and enforcement of 

regulations associated with public wharves and whether Ordinance 35A has any significance 

to wharves in Warringah Shire and particularly whether all public wharves should be 

included. 2.That the Council enquire from the National Parks & Wildlife Services its 

willingness to accept the responsibility for provision and ongoing maintenance of wharves at 

Cottage Point, Illawong Bay and Morning Bay, and failing acceptance, a further report be 

brought forward addressing the closure and removal of tghese 3.That before resolving 

Recommending the matter to the Church Point L6. That the Council adopt the regulation 

(Appendix II) associated with the wharf and establish discussions with commercial operators 

as to the feasibility of a LO to enable extended commercial operations to the wharf, Church 

Point. 5. That the future provision of wharves in Pittwater and the adoption of regulations 

associated with those wharves including the payment of fees associated with commuter 

vessel storage and commercial operations, be investigated and a further report be brought 

forward to the Council. (Crs Dunn/Beckman) PAGE Minutes Ordinary Meeting Warringah 

Shire Council 30th April 1991 

A Special Meeting held on 7th of May 1991 records: 

WARRINGAH SHIRE COUNCIL PUBLIC WHARVES COUNCIL DECISION 423  

1. That the Council instruct its solicitors to advise on:-  

A. The Council's legal obligation to obtain formal tenure associated with the land occupied by 

public wharves. B. The appropriate provisions of the Act for the adoption and enforcement of 



regulations associated with public wharves And whether Ordinance 35A has any significance 

to wharves in Warringah Shire and particularly whether all public wharves should be 

included.  

2.That the Council enquire from the National Parks & Wildlife Services its willingness to 

accept the responsibility for provision and ongoing maintenance of wharves at Cottage Point, 

Illawong Bay and Morning Bay, and failing that Service's acceptance, a further report be 

submitted to the Council addressing the closure and removal of these wharves: 3.That before 

resolving Recommendation  

3. Council first refer the matter to the Church Point Liaison Committee.  

4.That the Council adopt the regulations appended to the report (Appendix II) associated 

with the operation of the cargo wharf and establish discussions with commercial water 

transport operators as to the feasibility of a bonded key system to enable extended 

commercial operations of the cargo wharf, Church Point. Minutes Special Meeting - 

Warringah Shire Council May 7 1991 

In the Meeting held on June 25th 1991 the Council made history! - details are: 

The Corporate Services, Finance and Personnel Committee on the 18th December 1990 

considered a report Concerning major maintenance and refurbishment to Bells Wharf, 

Tennis Court Wharf and Elvina Bay South Wharf. The Council resolved to make application 

to the NSW Department of Public Works for funding pursuant to the program with an 

estimated total cost of this work of $138,810. This program is on a 50/50 cost share basis. 

By letter dated the 23rd May 1990 Mr Jim Longley, MP Member for Pittwater advised 

Council that the Deputy Premier and Minister for Public Works had approved the Council's 

submission for financial assistance up to a maximum of $69,405.  

The conditions of this grant are that all work be carried out by contract after the calling of 

open tenders and that the Council advise the Regional Engineer, Metropolitan North, of its 

acceptance of this subsidy. Further conditions of the grant involved a maximum period of 8 

months for the completion of work and other conditions concerning the payment of money 

and supervision of the project. A further condition requires that, any revenue collected by 

way of charge for the use of these wharves shall not exceed the cost of maintenance and 

that such charge is applied equally to residents and non residents of the Warringah Shire 

Council.  

The work proposed to be undertaken to these wharves is major maintenance work that is 

routinely required to wharves by virtue of the deterioration of these facilities in this marine 

environment. It does not suggest that the Council has neglected the wharves in terms of their 

maintenance nor that the wharves are in any way dangerous or dilapidated.  

This grant is the first occasion on which the State Government has assisted in the provision 

of wharf infrastructure for recreational boating interests in Warringah Shire. Until now the 



burden for the provision and maintenance of these wharves has rested solely with the 

Council. The tender for the work has already been advertised and tenders will be reported in 

due course.  The Council advise the Regional Engineer Metropolitan North of the NSW 

Public Works Department of its acceptance of the grant for the reconstruction upgrade of 

Bells Wharf, Tennis Court Wharf and Elvina Bay South Wharf pursuant to the NSW 

Waterways Infrastructure Development Program. RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL by General 

Manager/Shire Clerk  

Pittwater Public Wharves Plan of Management June 2008  

By Pittwater Council 

The POM applies to ‘reserved’ Crown Land administered by the Department of Lands. To date 

Pittwater Council has been appointed Corporate Manager of seven (7) of a potential twenty 

eight (28) Public Wharf Reserve Trusts (refer listing). The Trust is charged with the care, 

control and management of the wharf reserves and Council manages the affairs of the Trust. 

The wharf reserves are designated for the public purpose of ‘Access’.  

Pittwater Public Wharf Reserves included in the POM are:  

• Bells Wharf, Scotland Island (R1010808)  

• Bennets Wharf, Coasters Retreat (R1010809)  

• Bonnie Doon Wharf, Coasters Retreat (R1010810)  

• Cargo Wharf, Scotland Island (R1010811)  

• Carols Wharf, Scotland Island (R1010812)  

• Mackerel Beach Wharf, Great Mackerel Beach (R1004208)  

• Tennis Court Wharf, Scotland Island (R1010813) 

A summary of the capital works and indicative total cost at each Public Wharf reserve 

follows:  

• Bells Wharf – extension of wharf head, provision of access ramp, pontoons, ‘ferry 

compatible’ pontoon and licensed boat tie-up spaces (approx 20-25): approx works cost 

$200,000  

• Bennets Wharf – monitoring and replacement of White Ant infested timber, extension of 

wharf head (domestic waste storage area), pontoon and licensed boat tie-up spaces (approx 

5-10): approx works cost $60,000 with allowance of $150,000 to White Ant infestation 

treatment  

• Bonnie Doon Wharf – investigation of ramp access at wharf entry, structural review of 

heritage stone groyne, provision of timber screen to domestic waste storage area, pontoon 



and licensed boat tie-up spaces (approx 5-8): approx works cost $50,000 with allowance of 

$40,000 to heritage stone groyne investigations and works  

• Cargo Wharf – construction of concrete access ramp, new timber jetty, ramp, pontoon and 

licensed boat tie-up spaces (approx 15-25) and ‘ferry compatible’ pontoon, picnic furniture / 

seating and non-powered watercraft storage: approx works cost $300,000  

• Carols Wharf – installation of signage, community notice boards, provision of access ramp 

and ‘ferry compatible’ pontoon, two (2) pontoons with licensed boat tieup spaces (approx 

50) and non-powered watercraft storage: approx works cost $210,000  

• Mackerel Beach Wharf – extension of wharf head with additional licensed boat tieup 

spaces, construction of domestic waste bin area (determined at the detailed design stage), 

roof extension between existing shelter sheds and non-powered watercraft storage: approx 

works cost $95,000  

• Tennis Court Wharf – provision of access ramp and ‘ferry compatible’ pontoon (dual 

function), pontoons with access ramp (south side of existing wharf) and licensed boat tie-up 

spaces (approx 40-45), and non-powered watercraft storage: approx works cost $450,000 

 

The burden of course rests with the ratepayers. However, recent upgrades of the wharf at 

Palm Beach (2015) and the Scotland Island Carols and Bells wharves (2021 to 2023), are 

testament to an ongoing commitment by the state government to ensure this vital 

infrastructure for what is an aquatic community, and its thousands of annual visitors, are 

maintained. 

 

 

 

DRAFT ASSESSMENT OF LANDS AT  SCOTLAND ISLAND, PITTWATER UNDER PART 3 OF THE 

CROWN LANDS ACT, 1989 AND THE CROWN LANDS REGULATION 1990. 

The Minister for Tourism, Lands and Forests has prepared a draft land assessment for Crown 

lands situated at Scotland Island. Pitt water being the land described hereunder. 

Inspection of this draft assessment can be made at the Metropolitan Lands Office, 22 Main 

Street, Blaektown; Department of Lands, 23-33 Bridge Street, Sydney and Dee Why Civic 

Centre, Pitt water Road, Dee Why* during normal business hours. 

Representations are invited from the public on the draft assessment. These must be made in 

writing for a period of 28 days from the date of this notice and should be forwarded to the 

Regional Director, Metropolitan Lands Office. 

P. O. Box 878, Blaektown, 2148 

https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/boost-for-pittwaters-boating-facilities.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/boost-for-pittwaters-boating-facilities.php
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/Church-Point-Pittwater-July-2023-and-Historic-Pics.php


Garry West, M.P.. Minister for Tourism. Lands and Forests. 

Sydney, 30th November, 1990 

Description 

Parish -Narrabeen  

County - Cumberland 

Locality - Scotland Island 

Shire * Warringah 

Land District - Metropolitan 

About 75.5 square metres of Crown land below mean high water mark of Pitt water fronting 

a public road known as Lowanna Street for the purpose of reconstruction and realignment 

of a public wharf known as "Eastern Wharf". MN83H634 DRAFT ASSESSMENT OF LANDS AT 

SCOTLAND ISLAND, PITTWATER UNDER PART 3 OF THE CROWN LANDS ACT, 1989 AND THE 

CROWN LANDS REGULATION 1990. (1990, November 30). Government Gazette of the State 

of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 10517. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article231908196  

INX-106-170327. Title Subject: Scotland Island.  Index Name Index to Colonial Secretary 

Letters Received. Description Map Showing Scotland Island. Name Subject: Scotland Island. 

Index Number 106. Ecommerce Category G. Start Date 01/01/1893. End Date 31/12/1893. 

Citation; [5/6117] Letter no 93/2358 

NRS-12576-7-[18/1853]-MD.2020/6 | Warringah Shire Council - Scotland Island Proposed 

Additional Public Wharf; 1977-1977 REQUEST; Details – Number; NRS-12576-7-[18/1853]-

MD.2020/6. Title; Warringah Shire Council - Scotland Island Proposed Additional Public 

Wharf. Contents Date Range; 1977-1977 

 

Mail Run Florrie Rock Davis – 1st trip: Boulton’s wharf ‘Head of Pittwater’ again – (later: 

photo with The steamer conveying the mail from Sydney leaves the Circular Quay at 7 a.m. 

ROCK DAVIS. man in boat – steamer in background); - an overview of run to Barrenjoey 

and connections in ‘Mail Run’ history webpage from communications round 1 

Map: New South Wales. Department of Lands. (1886). Parish of Narrabeen, County of 

Cumberland Metropolitan Land District, Eastern Division N.S.W Retrieved 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-233833505  

BRISBANE WATER, VIA MANLY AND PITT WATER.  

The Royal Mail S. S. FLORRIE, under contract with her Majesty's Government, will run as 

follows, commencing on SATURDAY, the 2nd August, next:— Prom the Gosford Wharf on 

THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS, at i a.m., touching at Blackball, and arriving at the head of 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article231908196
https://search.records.nsw.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=ADLIB_RNSW118885048&context=L&vid=61SRA&lang=en_US&search_scope=Everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2CScotland%20Island&offset=0
https://search.records.nsw.gov.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=ADLIB_RNSW118885048&context=L&vid=61SRA&lang=en_US&search_scope=Everything&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2CScotland%20Island&offset=0
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-233833505


Pittwater about 11 a.m. Passengers from Brisbane Water will be conveyed by Waggonette, 

leaving Pitt-water immediately after the arrival of the If ail 'Steamer from Gosford; and 

passengers from Sydney will be conveyed by Waggonette, leaving the Post-office, Manly, 

at 8.20 a.m. for Pittwater ; and thence by Mail Steamer to Brisbane Water.  

 Advertising (1879, August 2). The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 

1871 - 1912), p. 161. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article161873081  

Same ad appears in, along with names of A1 Clipper ships to London - Advertising (1879, 

August 2). Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1870 - 1919), p. 1. 

Retrieved September 30, 2024, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70971505  

Opening of the New Overland Route from Gosford to Sydney. 

(From a correspondent.) 

The new overland route from Gosford to Sydney, via Pittwater and Manly Beach, was 

opened on Saturday morning last, the 2nd instant, with great éclat ; that being the first 

occasion when the Brisbane Water mails were (under the new mail contract) forwarded 

from Gosford to the metropolis, according to the recent much improved and much 

desiderated postal arrangements. The royal mail steamer " Florrie," a very beautiful swift 

and commodious little screw steamer-just built (by Mr. Rock Davis, in his own shipyard at 

Blackwall, in the Broadwater) expressly for this service-left the steamers wharf in West 

Gosford, at contract time, exactly at eight o'clock ; a considerable number of the principal 

inhabitants of Gosford being on board, all eager to do honor to a truly auspicious occasion, 

the inauguration of a new and better era for our vast, lovely, and salubrious (but hitherto 

lamentably isolated) district. Owing to the very short notice that could, under the 

circumstances, be given, many agreeable and respected persons, who would, doubtless, 

have been most happy to have taken part in the proceedings, did not manage at the above-

named early hour, to put in an appearance ; awaiting, perhaps, the formality of written or 

verbal invitations, such as could not possibly be dispensed to all. The excursionists-exclusive 

of the actual overland passengers amounted, however, to between thirty and forty 

individuals ; and a joyous and exultant party it was, delighted beyond measure to see the 

long promised, long delayed route so spiritedly and so satisfactorily carried out, by the 

energy and enterprise of the mail con-tractor, Mr. Rock Davis-realized as a cheer-ing solid 

fact, in the very teeth of the open and covert opposition of many interested and influential 

parties, with much other vexatious hindrance. Blessed as Brisbane Water now is-in addition 

to the grand advantage of telegraphic communication-with this new and expeditious postal 

route, via Pittwater and Manly, available for passengers in all weathers, and capable of 

uninterruptedly carrying travellers, newspapers, and letters from Gosford to Sydney or back, 

in less than five hours, (without exposure to any of the mani-fold miseries, risks, and delays 

of the sea-voyage) our district now only requires its principal roads to be placed by a wise 

and discriminating Government, on a higher and more suitable classification, and so be at 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article161873081
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70971505


length enabled to ensure its fair amount of prosperity and progress ; a progress that must 

continuously in-crease, until the prompt construction of the promised railroad (inevitably 

destined to join the " Great Northern" trunk line to that of the " Great Western") shall-

incidentally, as it were, laying open our grand, primæval forests-connect us with Sydney and 

with Maitland, and place us, once and for all, on a level with the more favoured inhabitants 

of other districts. 

The " Florrie" having started, at full speed, at eight o'clock a.m., reached Black-wall (at the 

southern extreme of the widest part of the lovely broadwater of Gosford) in rather better 

than half an hour, and there she took in the Blackwall mail, with some more passengers; 

after which she proceeded rapidly down the stream, by Hardy's Bay, and across the large, 

lake-like expanse beyond it, in the direction of Mulhall's Point, and the Bar ; passing 

through that seaward portal of the lonely district out into Broken Bay, at a pace which fully 

proved the capabilities of the trim little craft for her destined purpose. The mail steamer 

was found by her passengers to be swift but steady, being furnished everywhere, and in 

every respect, with a studious regard to the personal comfort of all. In the bay there 

happened to be a very heavy rolling ground swell, yet the " Florrie " swept over it all, 

though more like a quick little seabird than a lumbering pelican : her rapid motion being 

barely perceptible, because she is not worked by paddle-wheels, but by a screw at her 

stern of the latest design and best construction.  

The smart little steamer in a very few moments flew across Cook's broad Broken Bay, a 

little to the eastward of Mount Elliott; paused for a brief space off the Sub-collector's 

station in the Bight of Barrenjuey, and then ran directly and pleasantly south-ward, over 

the smooth, still, landlocked depths of Pittwater-past Careen Bay to the left, and past the " 

Basin " and Scotland Island to the right-until she halted at the jetty, at the head of the long 

and picturesque inlet at Pittwater, at half-past 10 o'clock, having come along leisurely from 

Gosford wharf (including all stoppages) in two hours and a half. Here the excursionists, who 

were going no further,-and who had evi-dently enjoyed the trip amazingly, and were in a 

high state of delight with the everchang-ing scenery-all landed ; and, having formed a hasty 

camp, they dined together al fresco under the trees. 

The coach came down to the end of the jetty precisely at eleven o'clock, and after having 

been duly and heartily approved of by the Gosfordites, was depatched back again in due 

course to her destination -Manly Beach.  

The coach proved to be a fine four-wheeled waggonette, provided with a high, fixed leathern 

hood, and drawn by two horses ; everything about this coach, as on the steamer, was 

perfectly new. The experienced driver is Mr. Bolton, whose hospitable roof has often 

sheltered disappointed, weary, and sea-sick travellers, when the sea-going steamer has had 

to put back with them into Pittwater in bad weather, and stern necessity has compelled 

them to face a long night's journey overland to Manly afterwards, through the darkness and 

rain. The trap to carry the mail and passengers is a smart and stylish turn-out, painted red 



and black ; and it was found-by some critical jago of the party, who must needs know 

everything-to have come all the way from the Manly post office that morning in one hour 

and three-quarters. It would seem, therefore, that there is really nothing whatever to 

prevent letters sent from Gosford to the Metropolis by this route from being distributed in 

Sydney by the four o'clock delivery on the very same day. Com-ment on the magnitude of 

this improvement must be quite superfluous. 

The excusionists stayed at Pittwater for about an hour and a half, and having then gone on 

board, the " Florrie " returned with them and the Sydney mail, and the party were landed at 

the Gosford Wharf, in high spirits, a few minutes after two o'clock p.m. On the return of the 

" Florrie " through the " bar " her good qualities were strongly and successfully tested. It was 

dead low tide, only four feet and a half of water, and yet the vessel came through flying. If 

she had been as big as her sea-going rival she must have turned back and have waited 

outside on the rolling billows till the tide served. What the very potent and disturbing 

results, to most stomachs, of such waiting and see-sawing, let those who have had due and 

painful experience solemnly and emphatically explain. 

Before the excursionists left the " Florrie," the Police Magistrate, Mr. Edward Reeve, 

addressed a few remarks to those present, congratulating them all on the happy and 

auspicious inauguration of the new overland route to Sydney, via Pittwater and Manly. He 

briefly pointed out to them some of the many striking advantages thereby secured to the 

district and to the public at large ; and he expressed his ardent hope that the opening of this 

route might be to them an earnest of still greater progress. ln the courts of his observations 

Mr. Reeve paid a warm and well merited compliment to his friend, Mr. Rock Davis, by whose 

persevering energy and liberal enterprise the outer gates of their district were thus for ever 

un-barred, and an immense and permanent alteration secured for more expeditious and 

pleasant travelling between Gosford and Sydney, together with a greatly improved means 

afforded for the reception and despatch of letters and newspapers. At the close of the Police 

Magistrate's remarks three hearty cheers were given for the " Florrie" and for Mr. Rock 

Davis. 

The day was a lovely one, and the magnificent lake scenery was everywhere seen to the very 

best advantage. It appears to be quite certain-now that, in spite of interested opposition, 

flippant imbecility, and pure Rip-Van-Winkleism, this route is happily established-that a large 

number of excursionists may constantly be expected down this way from Sydney to visit the 

far-famed Hawkesbury and the little-known Brisbane 

Water district. These will have to leave the Circular Quay for Manly Beach in the steamer 

with the mails at seven a.m. ; and they can thus arrive at Gosford at about 2 p.m. This route 

is open (for the present) only on Thursdays and Saturdays, but it will, doubt-less, soon be in 

active use daily. The " new overland" will doubtless be the favorite route by which all foreign 

visitors to the Sydney Exhibition will come down in search for the picturesque at the 

Hawkesbury and at Brisbane Water. 



Gosford, 5th August. Opening of the New Overland Route from Gosford to Sydney. (1879, 

August 9 – a Saturday). The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 

1843 - 1893), p. 12 (Second Sheet of the Maitland Mercury). Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18931762  

MANLY BEACH AND PITTWATER.-A deputation, consisting of Mr. E. Hill, M.L.A., Mr. George 

Thornton, Mr. Wearne, Mr. Pitt, and others, had an interview with the Minister for Works 

(the Hon. James Byrnes) on Friday. They requested that the punt across Middle Harbour 

might be put in working order, and the road made from it to Manly and thence to Pitt-water. 

The Minister promised to obtain a report on the condition of the punt and the approaches, 

and as to the other matters he advised municipal incorporation. He would send an officer to 

report upon the nature of the country through which a road was asked, and would then 

submit the matter to the consideration of the Cabinet. 

For himself, he failed to see sufficient reason why the Government should undertake the 

expenditure asked, more especially as there was water-communication several times a day 

to Manly, and several times a week to Pittwater. The Sydney Morning Herald. (1871, October 

23). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 4. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article28415051  

Bridges over Lagoon on Manly and Pittwater Road  ... ... 400 0 0 714  No. VIII. An Act to 

appropriate and apply out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales certain 

Sums to make good the Supplies granted for the Service of the Year 1877 and for the Year 

1876 and previous Years. [Assented to, 11th October, 1877.]. (1877, October 15). New South 

Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 4015. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225825162  

Newport Telegraph Office. (1888, December 27). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 

1931), p. 8. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108111373  

Mail Run Florrie Rock Davis – 1st trip: Boulton’s wharf ‘Head of Pittwater’ again – (later: 

photo with The steamer conveying the mail from Sydney leaves the Circular Quay at 7 a.m. 

ROCK DAVIS. man in boat – steamer in background); 

Map:  

New South Wales. Department of Lands. (1886). Parish of Narrabeen, County of 

Cumberland Metropolitan Land District, Eastern Division N.S.W Retrieved 

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-233833505  

BRISBANE WATER, VIA MANLY AND PITT WATER.  

The Royal Mail S. S. FLORRIE, under contract with her Majesty's Government, will run as 

follows, commencing on SATURDAY, the 2nd August, next:— Prom the Gosford Wharf on 

THURSDAYS and SATURDAYS, at i a.m., touching at Blackball, and arriving at the head of 

Pittwater about 11 a.m. Passengers from Brisbane Water will be conveyed by Waggonette, 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18931762
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leaving Pitt-water immediately after the arrival of the If ail 'Steamer from Gosford; and 

passengers from Sydney will be conveyed by Waggonette, leaving the Post-office, Manly, 

at 8.20 a.m. for Pittwater ; and thence by Mail Steamer to Brisbane Water.  

 Advertising (1879, August 2). The Sydney Mail and New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 

1871 - 1912), p. 161. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article161873081  

Same ad appears in, along with names of A1 Clipper ships to London - Advertising (1879, 

August 2). Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1870 - 1919), p. 1. 

Retrieved September 30, 2024, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article70971505  

Opening of the New Overland Route from Gosford to Sydney. 

(From a correspondent.) 

The new overland route from Gosford to Sydney, via Pittwater and Manly Beach, was 

opened on Saturday morning last, the 2nd instant, with great éclat ; that being the first 

occasion when the Brisbane Water mails were (under the new mail contract) forwarded 

from Gosford to the metropolis, according to the recent much improved and much 

desiderated postal arrangements. The royal mail steamer " Florrie," a very beautiful swift 

and commodious little screw steamer-just built (by Mr. Rock Davis, in his own shipyard at 

Blackwall, in the Broadwater) expressly for this service-left the steamers wharf in West 

Gosford, at contract time, exactly at eight o'clock ; a considerable number of the principal 

inhabitants of Gosford being on board, all eager to do honor to a truly auspicious occasion, 

the inauguration of a new and better era for our vast, lovely, and salubrious (but hitherto 

lamentably isolated) district. Owing to the very short notice that could, under the 

circumstances, be given, many agreeable and respected persons, who would, doubtless, 

have been most happy to have taken part in the proceedings, did not manage at the above-

named early hour, to put in an appearance ; awaiting, perhaps, the formality of written or 

verbal invitations, such as could not possibly be dispensed to all. The excursionists-exclusive 

of the actual overland passengers amounted, however, to between thirty and forty 

individuals ; and a joyous and exultant party it was, delighted beyond measure to see the 

long promised, long delayed route so spiritedly and so satisfactorily carried out, by the 

energy and enterprise of the mail con-tractor, Mr. Rock Davis-realized as a cheer-ing solid 

fact, in the very teeth of the open and covert opposition of many interested and influential 

parties, with much other vexatious hindrance. Blessed as Brisbane Water now is-in addition 

to the grand advantage of telegraphic communication-with this new and expeditious postal 

route, via Pittwater and Manly, available for passengers in all weathers, and capable of 

uninterruptedly carrying travellers, newspapers, and letters from Gosford to Sydney or back, 

in less than five hours, (without exposure to any of the mani-fold miseries, risks, and delays 

of the sea-voyage) our district now only requires its principal roads to be placed by a wise 

and discriminating Government, on a higher and more suitable classification, and so be at 

length enabled to ensure its fair amount of prosperity and progress ; a progress that must 
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continuously in-crease, until the prompt construction of the promised railroad (inevitably 

destined to join the " Great Northern" trunk line to that of the " Great Western") shall-

incidentally, as it were, laying open our grand, primæval forests-connect us with Sydney and 

with Maitland, and place us, once and for all, on a level with the more favoured inhabitants 

of other districts. 

The " Florrie" having started, at full speed, at eight o'clock a.m., reached Black-wall (at the 

southern extreme of the widest part of the lovely broadwater of Gosford) in rather better 

than half an hour, and there she took in the Blackwall mail, with some more passengers; 

after which she proceeded rapidly down the stream, by Hardy's Bay, and across the large, 

lake-like expanse beyond it, in the direction of Mulhall's Point, and the Bar ; passing 

through that seaward portal of the lonely district out into Broken Bay, at a pace which fully 

proved the capabilities of the trim little craft for her destined purpose. The mail steamer 

was found by her passengers to be swift but steady, being furnished everywhere, and in 

every respect, with a studious regard to the personal comfort of all. In the bay there 

happened to be a very heavy rolling ground swell, yet the " Florrie " swept over it all, 

though more like a quick little seabird than a lumbering pelican : her rapid motion being 

barely perceptible, because she is not worked by paddle-wheels, but by a screw at her 

stern of the latest design and best construction.  

The smart little steamer in a very few moments flew across Cook's broad Broken Bay, a 

little to the eastward of Mount Elliott; paused for a brief space off the Sub-collector's 

station in the Bight of Barrenjuey, and then ran directly and pleasantly south-ward, over 

the smooth, still, landlocked depths of Pittwater-past Careen Bay to the left, and past the " 

Basin " and Scotland Island to the right-until she halted at the jetty, at the head of the long 

and picturesque inlet at Pittwater, at half-past 10 o'clock, having come along leisurely from 

Gosford wharf (including all stoppages) in two hours and a half. Here the excursionists, who 

were going no further,-and who had evi-dently enjoyed the trip amazingly, and were in a 

high state of delight with the everchang-ing scenery-all landed ; and, having formed a hasty 

camp, they dined together al fresco under the trees. 

The coach came down to the end of the jetty precisely at eleven o'clock, and after having 

been duly and heartily approved of by the Gosfordites, was depatched back again in due 

course to her destination -Manly Beach.  

The coach proved to be a fine four-wheeled waggonette, provided with a high, fixed leathern 

hood, and drawn by two horses ; everything about this coach, as on the steamer, was 

perfectly new. The experienced driver is Mr. Bolton, whose hospitable roof has often 

sheltered disappointed, weary, and sea-sick travellers, when the sea-going steamer has had 

to put back with them into Pittwater in bad weather, and stern necessity has compelled 

them to face a long night's journey overland to Manly afterwards, through the darkness and 

rain. The trap to carry the mail and passengers is a smart and stylish turn-out, painted red 

and black ; and it was found-by some critical jago of the party, who must needs know 



everything-to have come all the way from the Manly post office that morning in one hour 

and three-quarters. It would seem, therefore, that there is really nothing whatever to 

prevent letters sent from Gosford to the Metropolis by this route from being distributed in 

Sydney by the four o'clock delivery on the very same day. Com-ment on the magnitude of 

this improvement must be quite superfluous. 

The excusionists stayed at Pittwater for about an hour and a half, and having then gone on 

board, the " Florrie " returned with them and the Sydney mail, and the party were landed at 

the Gosford Wharf, in high spirits, a few minutes after two o'clock p.m. On the return of the 

" Florrie " through the " bar " her good qualities were strongly and successfully tested. It was 

dead low tide, only four feet and a half of water, and yet the vessel came through flying. If 

she had been as big as her sea-going rival she must have turned back and have waited 

outside on the rolling billows till the tide served. What the very potent and disturbing 

results, to most stomachs, of such waiting and see-sawing, let those who have had due and 

painful experience solemnly and emphatically explain. 

Before the excursionists left the " Florrie," the Police Magistrate, Mr. Edward Reeve, 

addressed a few remarks to those present, congratulating them all on the happy and 

auspicious inauguration of the new overland route to Sydney, via Pittwater and Manly. He 

briefly pointed out to them some of the many striking advantages thereby secured to the 

district and to the public at large ; and he expressed his ardent hope that the opening of this 

route might be to them an earnest of still greater progress. ln the courts of his observations 

Mr. Reeve paid a warm and well merited compliment to his friend, Mr. Rock Davis, by whose 

persevering energy and liberal enterprise the outer gates of their district were thus for ever 

un-barred, and an immense and permanent alteration secured for more expeditious and 

pleasant travelling between Gosford and Sydney, together with a greatly improved means 

afforded for the reception and despatch of letters and newspapers. At the close of the Police 

Magistrate's remarks three hearty cheers were given for the " Florrie" and for Mr. Rock 

Davis. 

The day was a lovely one, and the magnificent lake scenery was everywhere seen to the very 

best advantage. It appears to be quite certain-now that, in spite of interested opposition, 

flippant imbecility, and pure Rip-Van-Winkleism, this route is happily established-that a large 

number of excursionists may constantly be expected down this way from Sydney to visit the 

far-famed Hawkesbury and the little-known Brisbane 

Water district. These will have to leave the Circular Quay for Manly Beach in the steamer 

with the mails at seven a.m. ; and they can thus arrive at Gosford at about 2 p.m. This route 

is open (for the present) only on Thursdays and Saturdays, but it will, doubt-less, soon be in 

active use daily. The " new overland" will doubtless be the favorite route by which all foreign 

visitors to the Sydney Exhibition will come down in search for the picturesque at the 

Hawkesbury and at Brisbane Water. 



Gosford, 5th August. Opening of the New Overland Route from Gosford to Sydney. (1879, 

August 9 – a Saturday). The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River General Advertiser (NSW : 

1843 - 1893), p. 12 (Second Sheet of the Maitland Mercury). Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18931762  

MANLY BEACH AND PITTWATER.-A deputation, consisting of Mr. E. Hill, M.L.A., Mr. George 

Thornton, Mr. Wearne, Mr. Pitt, and others, had an interview with the Minister for Works 

(the Hon. James Byrnes) on Friday. They requested that the punt across Middle Harbour 

might be put in working order, and the road made from it to Manly and thence to Pitt-water. 

The Minister promised to obtain a report on the condition of the punt and the approaches, 

and as to the other matters he advised municipal incorporation. He would send an officer to 

report upon the nature of the country through which a road was asked, and would then 

submit the matter to the consideration of the Cabinet. 

For himself, he failed to see sufficient reason why the Government should undertake the 

expenditure asked, more especially as there was water-communication several times a day 

to Manly, and several times a week to Pittwater. The Sydney Morning Herald. (1871, October 

23). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 4. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article28415051  

Bridges over Lagoon on Manly and Pittwater Road  ... ... 400 0 0 714  No. VIII. An Act to 

appropriate and apply out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of New South Wales certain 

Sums to make good the Supplies granted for the Service of the Year 1877 and for the Year 

1876 and previous Years. [Assented to, 11th October, 1877.]. (1877, October 15). New South 

Wales Government Gazette (Sydney, NSW : 1832 - 1900), p. 4015. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article225825162  

Newport Telegraph Office. (1888, December 27). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 

1931), p. 8. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108111373  

HILL, Minnie (person rated); SCOTLAND ISLAND ESTATES LIMITED (owner). 

WICKSTROM, Carl (person rated); WICKSTROM, Carl Frithof (owner). 

WARD, Phillis May (person rated); TILBURN, Phyllis May (owner). 

CONNOR, Est. late Edward Alexander (person rated); CONNOR, Stella (owner). 

OLIVER, Bessie Gwendoline (person rated);  SCOTLAND ISLAND ESTATES LIMITED(owner). 

Lot 205, D.P. 12,749, Thompson Street, Scotland Island 

Lot 218, D.P. 12,749, Thompson Street, Scotland Island 

Lot 225, D.P. 12,749, Thompson Street, Scotland Island 

Lot 231, D.P. 12,749, Thompson Street, Scotland Island 
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Lot 333, D.P. 12,749, Thompson Street, Scotland Island 

SHIRE OF WARRINGAH—SALE OF LAND FOR OVERDUE RATES (1968, August 2). Government 

Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 3160. Retrieved  

from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220030632  

 

Photos; 

special function in Catherine Park, Tennis Wharf, Scotland Island at 8 p.m. on Saturday, 

December 22nd 1962. 

The power was officially switched on by Councillor Gordon Brown of Warringah Shire Council 

and Mackellar County Council. Guests, including Councillors and the men who actually 

carried out the installation work, were welcomed by the Presidents of both Progress 

Associations. 

Ferry CURLEW at Tennis Court Wharf, Scotland Island. Pittwater. Unique IDA-

00080867SeriesGraeme Andrews Working Harbour Photograph CollectionDateBetween 

1st January 1984 and 31st December 1984 City of Sydney Archives  

 

Lithographs: 

 

Full title 

Scotland Island subdivision, Pittwater [cartographic material] / Hardy, Busby & Norman, Civil 

Engineers & Licensed Surveyors, R.P.A. 

Publisher 

Sydney : Scotland Island Estates, 1924. Item: SLNSW_FL15224785  

 

INX-59-20930. Title; ROBERTSON Douglas George Index Name Bankruptcy Index 1888-1929 

Name Douglas George Surname ROBERTSON Index Number 59 Ecommerce Category E 

Place Yamba Scotland Island Church Point 

Douglas George Robertson 

Only son of George Robertson of Angus and Robertson. Mother was Elizabeth Bruce – they 

married in 1882 – he had two sisters 

ROBERTSON DOUGLAS G 149/1888  GEORGE and ELIZABETH at SYDNEY 

ROBERTSON MARY DOUGLAS 8969/1883  GEORGE ELIZABETH S REDFERN 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220030632


His marriage: 

227/1914 ROBERTSON DOUGLAS G to WERRY LOUISA at SYDNEY 

ROBERTSON-WERRY.-January 17, at St. Stephen's Church, Sydney, by the Rev. John Ferguson, 

Douglas, only son of George Robertson, late of Ellamatta-avenue, Mosman, to Louie, 

youngest daughter of John Werry, Harwood Island, Clarence River. Family Notices (1914, 

April 4). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 22. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article15473813  

Children of the union: 

ROBERTSON NANCY E 2705/1915  DOUGLAS G LOUISA RANDWICK 

ROBERTSON MARJORIE F 19946/1916  DOUGLAS G and LOUISA at WAVERLEY 

ROBERTSON GEORGE 46182/1917  DOUGLAS G LOUISA WAVERLEY 

ROBERTSON FRANCIS D 11489/1919  DOUGLAS G LOUISA WAVERLEY 

ROBERTSON JOYCE A 22024/1921 DOUGLAS G LOUISA WAVERLEY 

Death: 

ROBERTSON DOUGLAS GEORGE 2441/1980  GEORGE and ELIZABETH STEWART 001 

Bought Lot 7 January 1925 DP5821 Vol-Fol: 3815-32 – although had taken mortgage against 

same in January 1924 

CREDITORS' PETITIONS. 

Re Douglas George Robertson, of Yamba, Scotland Island, Church Point, ex parte Mary Janet 

Noble, of Brighton-boulevard, Bondi. Petition to be heard on November 18. IN BANKRUPTCY. 

(1927, November 10). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 8. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article16417752  

Yamba – Sales: 

The Mortgagee with Power of Sale Janet Helen Anderson sells to Joseph Henry Stevenson of 

Bronte, Finance Broker on July 10 1928. He sells to Mildred Rosamund Deaton, wife of 

Robert Deaton of Sydney, Company Director, on September 28 1928, registered October 3 

1928. Robert, then in Manly, becomes owner in June 1937 and sells to Ralph James 

Saunders, Engineer, of Lindfield, September 9 1937. Agnes Joan Keen, wife of Frederick 

Arthur Keen OBE, becomes owner on April 19 1963. Scotrick Pty Ltd becomes owner on 

September 26 1972 of ‘that part of Lot 7 shown as 1 ¾ perches’ – registered February 5 1973 

– Vol-Fol: 12082-16. 

SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 5 JUNE, 1952 CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS 

OF KNIGHTHOOD, St. James's Palace,.S.W.I.- 5th June, 1952. The QUEEN has been graciously 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article15473813
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pleased, on the occasion of the Celebration of Her Majesty's Birthday, to give orders, for the 

following promotions in, and appointments to, the Most Excellent Order of the British 

Empire: — To be Officers of the Civil Division of the said Most Excellent Order:— Maxwell 

Frederick Arthur KEEN, Esq., Clerk to the Legislative Assembly, Sudan. 

RE will of MAXWELL FREDERICK ARTHUR KEEN, late of Scotland Island, via Church Point, in 

the State of New South Wales, member of the Sudan Political Service (retired), deceased.—

Probate was granted by Supreme Court of New South Wales on 31st May, 1971.—Pursuant 

to the Wills, Probate and Administration Act, 1898-1954, Testator's Family Maintenance and 

Guardianship of Infants Act, 1916-1954, and Trustee Act, 1925-1942, Perpetual Trustee 

Company (Limited), the executor of the will of the said Maxwell Frederick Arthur Keen, who 

died on 2nd January, 1971, hereby gives notice that creditors and others having any claim 

against or to the estate of the said deceased are required to send particulars of their claims 

to the said executor of 33-39 Hunter Street, Sydney, on or before the 27th day of August, 

1971, at the expiration of which time the said executor will distribute the assets of the said 

deceased, to the persons entitled, having regard only to the claims of which it then has 

notice.—Dated this 4th day of June, 1971. PIGOTT, STINSON & CO., Proctors for Perpetual 

Trustee Company Ltd, D. H. Emert, Managing Director. 4124—$4. RE will of MAXWELL 

FREDERICK ARTHUR KEEN, late (1971, June 18). Government Gazette of the State of New 

South Wales (Sydney, NSW : 1901 - 2001), p. 2108. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220049794  

 

SON'S CLAIM FROM FATHER'S ESTATE 

SYDNEY, Tuesday. 

Mr. Justice Long-Innes, in the Equity Court to-day, granted Douglas George Robertson an 

order for the payment of £3/10/ a week from the estate of his father, the late George 

Robertson, former managing director of Angus and Robertson Ltd., book-sellers, who left an 

estate of £11,073. The judge said that apparently the trouble between the father and son 

originally arose as the result of differences between the applicant and his wife. SON'S CLAIM 

(1935, June 5). Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga, NSW : 1911 - 1954), p. 1. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article144549521  

George Robertson (1860-1933), bookseller and publisher, was born on 14 April 1860 at 

Gosfield, near Halstead, Essex, England, twin son of Rev. John Robertson, Unitarian minister, 

and his wife Mary, née Robertson, both Scottish. When Robertson was 7, his father died and 

his mother returned to Scotland with her seven children. He had gone to school at Halstead 

and attended the South-western Academy, Glasgow, but left when 12 and was apprenticed 

to James Maclehose, bookseller and publisher to the University of Glasgow. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article220049794
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In 1879, after completing his articles, Robertson migrated to New Zealand to join three elder 

brothers, who had established a forest sawmill near Waimate, in the South Island. He 'put in 

three happy years in the bush', felling trees and doing other heavy timber-work. 

Seeking better opportunities, Robertson decided to try his luck in Australia. He arrived in 

Sydney in February 1882 and began work at his former trade in the Sydney branch of the 

bookselling firm conducted by his namesake—but no relation—George Robertson of 

Melbourne. On 5 April that year at St Andrew's Cathedral he married Elizabeth Bruce, a 

fellow Scot from New Zealand. He remained at Robertson's for four years, becoming 

manager of the retail department. In January 1886 he paid £15 for a half-share in the 

bookselling business in Market Street established eighteen months earlier by a former 

colleague David Mackenzie Angus. 

The business prospered. In 1890 the partners moved into much larger premises in 

Castlereagh Street, and a new partnership agreement for ten years was drawn up. Angus 

retired because of ill health in 1899 and died in 1901. His share in the firm was bought 

by Frederick Wymark and Richard Thomson, but Robertson remained the dominating force 

in the business for the next thirty years, becoming chairman of directors when the 

partnership was converted into a public company, Angus & Robertson Ltd, in 1907. 

From the beginning, Robertson took a special interest in the acquisition and sale of books 

and other rare items relating to Australia and adjacent regions. He encouraged the wealthy 

collector David Scott Mitchell to collect Australiana instead of English literature. When 

Mitchell offered to bequeath his vast collection to the Public Library of New South Wales in 

1898, on condition that the government provide suitable accommodation for it, Robertson's 

evidence before the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works on 19 October 1905 

helped to establish the value and importance of Mitchell's collection, and to ensure 

construction of the library building. 

Robertson also determined to publish Australian books by Australian writers and produce 

them in at least comparable form to the best from overseas. Although the first publication 

bearing the Angus & Robertson imprint—A Crown of Wattle, poems by H. Peden Steel—

appeared in 1888, Robertson began regular publishing in 1895 with A. B. Paterson's The Man 

from Snowy River and Other Verses, followed in 1896 by Henry Lawson's In the Days When 

the World was Wide and While the Billy Boils. Over the years he published many of 

Australia's best-known writers and such popular titles as The Songs of a Sentimental 

Bloke and The Magic Pudding as well as the Australian Encyclopaedia, the Official History of 

Australia in the War of 1914-1918 and authoritative works of Australian history, natural 

history and biography. For many years he ran the publishing department almost single-

handed, seeking out and corresponding with authors, reading manuscripts, editing and 

proof-reading and supervising book-design. In the 1920s he bought a controlling interest in 

the Eagle Press, a Sydney printery, which he renamed Halstead Press after his birthplace; it 

became the largest book printery in Australia. 
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Robertson had few interests outside work and home. As a young man he went to the theatre 

every Saturday and in later life enjoyed watching cricket, fishing and bushwalking—in 1892 

he had a family home (also named Halstead) built at Blackheath in the Blue Mountains, 

where he spent weekends. He was a life member of the Wild Life Preservation Society of 

Australia. Books and work, however, were his overriding passion. As an employer he was 

autocratic and had a reputation for roaring at his staff. He could be blunt, quick-tempered 

and stubborn, but was also generous and always ready to publish a worthy book that would 

probably lose money and to help a needy author financially. 

Tall and solidly built, with black hair, a black beard and dark brown eyes, Robertson was 

sometimes portrayed as a broad Scot, but had only the faintest trace of a Scottish accent. His 

wife was an active worker for the Presbyterian Church, which perhaps accounts for the 

common assumption that Robertson himself was a staunch Presbyterian, though he was not 

a regular churchgoer. Their eldest daughter Bessie, also active in the Church, married (Sir) 

John Alexander, son of Rev. John Ferguson. Mrs Robertson died in 1908 and on 13 

September 1910 he married Eva Adeline Ducat, a family friend, at St Stephen's Church. 

In late 1932 Robertson fell and struck his head in the bathroom of his flat above the 

Castlereagh Street shop and never properly recovered. Survived by his wife and by a son and 

two daughters of his first marriage, he died in Sydney on 27 August 1933 and was cremated 

with Presbyterian forms; his ashes were interred at Blackheath, where his first wife was 

buried. His estate was valued for probate at £11,073. - Anthony Barker, 'Robertson, George 

(1860–1933)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian 

National University, https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/robertson-george-8233/text14413, 

published first in hardcopy 1988  

OBITUARY. 

MR. G. ROBERTSON. 

The funeral of Mr. George Robertson, of Angus and Robertson, Ltd., was attended by a large 

number of professional and literary men yesterday afternoon. After a short ser-vice at St. 

Stephen's, Phillip-street, the remains were cremated at Rookwood. 

The chief mourners were Mrs. Eva Robertson (widow), Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Ferguson (son-in-

law and daughter), Mrs. M. Boyd (daughter), Mrs. L. Robertson (daughter-in-law), and 

grandchildren. 

The directors of Angus and Robertson, Ltd., present were:—Messrs. Richard Thomson, W. T. 

Jones, W. G. Cousins, A. A. Ritchie, W. T. Kirwan, and Arthur W. Allen. Mr. T. S. Russell 

(secretary) was also present. 

Other sympathisers included Sir Geo. Rich, Dr. Chisholm Ross, Dr. G. A. Waterhouse, Mr. C. 

Brunsdon, Fletcher (editor "Sydney Morning Herald"), Mr. G. C. Codlin (assistant manager, 

John Fairfax and Sons, Ltd.), Mr. W. H. Ifould (principal Librarian), Miss Ida Leeson (Mitchell 

https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/ferguson-john-alexander-10168
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https://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/ferguson-john-6159


Librarian), Mr. H. M. Green (University Librarian), Mr. S. Elliott Napier (president, Institute of 

Jour-nalists, Dr. George Mackanness (president Australian Writers' Association), Dr. Charles 

Anderson, Mr. J. J. Quinn (Librarian at Parliament House), Mr. A. C. Davidson (general 

manager Bank of New South Wales), Dr. Rees F. Llewellyn, Dr. C. E. W. Bean, Sir Henry 

Braddon, Dr. R. Scott-Skirving, Mr. G. Ross Thomas (Director of Educa-tion), Mr. L. O. D. 

Martin (representing Mr. Justice Boyce), Dr. J. S. Purdy (City Health Officer), Arch-deacon 

Charlton, Rev. A. P. Campbell, Mr. A. M. Helmsley, M.L.C., Mr. John Sandes, Mr. Rod. Quinn, 

Mr. J. H. M. Abbott, Ion L. Idriess, Mr. G. W. Todd ("World's News"), Mr. P. Dowling (manag-

ing director New South Wales Bookstall Co.), Mr. Guy E. Moore (representing E. and J. 

Preece, Adelaide), Mr. S. McCure (librarian, Sydney Book Club), Dr. Angus McInnes, Mr. A. 

Shenstone, Mr. J. I. Davey (New South Wales Booksellers' Association), Commander J. 

Bayldon, R.N.R., Mr. A. H. Allum (Cassell and Co.), Dr. A. Watson-Munro, Sir Robert McC. 

Anderson, Mr. P. McLean Logan (secretary School of Arts), Mr. W. F. Leighton Bailey (trustee 

Mitchell Library), Rev. W. L. Patison (president Congregational Union), Mrs. Mary Gilmore, 

Mr. C. H. Bertie (City Librarian), Professor Woodhouse (Sydney University), Mr. W. A. Crew 

(New South Wales Bookstall Co.), Mr. G. C. Selle (Dymocks, Ltd.), Lieutenant F. P. Willett, 

R.A.N., Mr. A. Rain-bow (Australian Museum), Professor Francis Ander-son, Mr. Justice 

Ferguson, Messrs. Lawrence Camp-bell, Neville Cayley, E. Martin, J. H. Brodie, Robert Bruce, 

H. A. Jeffries, R. Higgs, E. J. Forbes, K. W. Hall, W. H. Gilmour, R. Kaleski, John Thompson, F. 

Power, W. A. Pepperday, W. F. Langley, George Clark, R. W. Raymond, R. B. Job, G. H. Bull, M. 

Steele, H. S. Mort, B. Iliffe, J. Yeamen, W. Russell, C. Llewellin, J. Lewry, Jas. R. Tyrrell, P. R. 

Stephen-son, A. J. Lawler ("Bulletin"), H. H. Dare, J. E. Mackintosh, Henry Davis, J. M. Forsyth 

(Dymocks, Ltd.), H. J. Carter, A. H. S. Lucas, J. Christie, S. G. Johnson, R. A. Dallen, R. 

Blackwood, J. Dicken-son, G. B. Philip, W. Philip, E. Philip, S. Bradbury (Bowater and Co.), 

William Dixson, S. A. Thompson, A. Leggo, John Standish, Walter G. Standish, W. G. Smith, W. 

J. Wright, John Farram, E. J. Dwyer, J. A. .I Davy, A. B. Glen, E. T. Bowne, T. Mitchell, A. G. 

Thompson, O. H. Allen (Melbourne), Wyndham Davies, W. C. A. Parsons, W. C. Penfold, A. F. 

Bassett Hull, C. H. Scally, E. Lewis, J. G. Lockley, E. W. Buzacott, J. S. Duncan, (Rotary Club), G. 

F. Burke, R. W. Bates, E. H. Colles, W. Rowley, G. Wild, G. Bombelli ("Bulletin"), D. J. Brownhill, 

C. P. Breckenridge, T. D. Mutch, Robert Greig, Copland Lethbridge, F. C. Millin, G. B. F. Mann, 

C. S. Harvey, E. V. Burke, F. Weymark, J. Sheddon Adam, F. E. de Groot, V. J. Darby, William 

Tyas, George Fitzpatrick, A. B. Clark, W. K. Moffatt, A. B. Clark, and W. Hancock (Ed-wards, 

Dunlop, and Co., Ltd.), H. St. C. Johnston (representing Gordon and Gotch, Ltd.), S. J. John-

son, Malcolm D'Arcy Irvine, R. Blackwood, and Mr. and Mrs. Richardson Clark. OBITUARY. 

MR. G. ROBERTSON. (1933, August 29). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 

14. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article17002171  

Some Reminiscences of George Robertson, Australian Publisher  

by A. B. Paterson 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article17002171
https://oa.anu.edu.au/obituaries/author/?author=5045


Some time in the early '80's there stood in Market-street, Sydney, a small bookseller's shop 

bearing the name of Angus and Robertson. Deriving its only light from its exceedingly 

narrow frontage, this shop gave somewhat the impression of one of those cubicles common 

in Eastern bazaars where a silk merchant, or a dealer in dried fish, sits cross-legged in wait 

for his customers. 

The partners in this firm were two Scotsmen, of whom Angus was a bookseller and never 

aspired to be anything else; his partner, Robertson, was a tall, dour, black-a-vised Scot with 

aspirations. One reads that a thousand Scotsmen leave their native highlands every year 

with the fixed intention of editing the London 'Times' — J. M. Barrie was one of them — and 

Robertson came to this country with the determination to found a publishing business. He 

had served his time with the great Scottish firm of Maclehose, and in his eyes bookselling 

was a trade, but publishing was a profession. 

In after years Robertson told me that he joined Angus because the latter had fifty pounds, 

which enabled them to start the shop and to stock it — mostly on credit. The whole work of 

the establishment, from buying early editions to sweeping out the shop, was done by the 

two partners, who worked together in the greatest amity; but Angus was a delicate man, 

and most of the work devolved on his partner. 

Starting, one might say, from scratch, it was not long before Robertson displayed a 

knowledge of books which brought him the confidence of the big collectors, including Mr. 

(afterwards Sir) Adrian Knox and Mr. David Mitchell, who later on bequeathed his 

magnificent collection to the nation. Mr. Mitchell was a very wealthy man who lived the life 

of a recluse owing, it was said, to some disappointment in love in early life. He detested the 

business of having to hang round auction sales, and in later life he entrusted most of his 

buying to the youthful Scotsman, who knew his business and had the national nose for a 

bargain. 

Few indeed were the people who were privileged to visit Mr. Mitchell's house and to inspect 

his collection, but Robertson obtained for me the entree to this literary holy of holies, where 

the courteous old gentleman lived in what one might call a fortress of books. The large 

number of books in the Mitchell Library represent only a select percentage of the total 

acquired by Mr. Mitchell during his years of collecting. 

It was not long before Robertson's firm moved to bigger premises, and it was then that the 

urge to become a publisher asserted itself. I had written a lot of verse, and this verse had 

met with considerable acceptance in Australia; but the market for verse was then, as now, 

and always has been of a very limited character. The prospects of a book of verse written by 

an unknown Australian could only be described as problematical. It was not thought that the 

local market would absorb more than, say, a couple of thousand copies, while the attempt to 

break into the English market, with such a book savoured somewhat of trying to take 

Gibraltar with a rowing-boat. 



But nothing daunted Robertson. I think to this day that the driving force behind him was his 

desire to send to his old firm of Maclehose a book published by himself. Be that as it may, he 

went to work on 'The Man from Snowy River,' circularised the book-selling trade (most of 

them his rivals), interviewed reviewers, and finally launched the book — and sent the first 

copy to Maclehose. This is not the place to speak of the success of the book; but as soon as 

it was well under way he started on a similar collection of the verse of Henry Lawson. 

Lawson was at that time writing for a Labour paper, and he was very dubious whether the 

capitalistic classes would have anything to do with his book; so he sold his rights in the book 

straight out for a lump sum and sat down and awaited the denouement. His book also sold 

remarkably well, and it was not long before Lawson repented of his bargain. He took no 

pains to conceal his dissatisfaction, and Robertson, who hoped to do further business with 

him, wiped out the old bargain and paid Lawson a royalty on sales. Lawson's book continued 

to sell well, and its author, who had a vein of bitter humour, once said to me, 'Do you know 

who's buying my book? Your friends of the capitalistic classes! The Labour people are not 

buying my book. They have declared me bogus for writing a story disclosing some good 

points in a squatter.' The various deals between Robertson and Lawson would fill a column in 

themselves; but history is full of such frictions between genius and publisher, and Robertson 

continued to bring out Lawson's books to the end.  

Of Robertson's later years it is unnecessary to speak. His one disappointment in life was that 

his Australian publications failed to make much impression on the English market, and he 

once gave voice to his disappointment by saying, 'They care neither for us nor for our works.' 

At one time Robertson was active in a movement to secure copyright for Australian works in 

America without the necessity of having the actual printing done in the land of the Stars and 

Stripes — a grand thing for Australian writers if it had succeeded; but our efforts at this end 

were about as effective as trying to kill a rhinoceros with a pea-shooter. 

Such, then, is a brief history of what may be called an epoch in Australian publishing, and, if I 

may seem to have intruded a lot about the works of Lawson and myself, my excuse is that 

Lawson and I had the first reaping of the practically untouched field of Australian bush life. 

The mammoth who left his foot prints in a block of cooling lava may not have been any 

better than any other mammoth — he may not have been as good — but he had the 

advantage of making the first footprint. Possibly one might say the same thing about 

Robertson, who was almost the first man to step in on the virgin field of Australian 

publication. Another man might have done as well, but Robertson was the first man with the 

pluck and enterprise to hazard the adventure. The publishers of Gordon's work did little to 

push it, and they, in a measure, had greatness thrust upon them. If Robertson had lived in 

those days he might have made a worldwide success of the book, and, incidentally, he might 

have saved Gordon's life. Some Reminiscences of George Robertson, Australian Publisher 

(1933, September 20). Sydney Mail (NSW : 1912 - 1938), p. 8. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article165961866  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article165961866


IN 12 LINES 

Will Of Late George Robertson 

The estate of the late George Robertson, of Sydney, head of the firm of Angus and 

Robertson, booksellers and publishers, has been sworn, for probate purposes, at £11,074, 

which he left to his widow, Eva Adeline Robertson, absolutely, and he appointed her his sole 

executrix. Mr. Robertson, who was 73 years of age, died on August 27, 1933, and his will 

occupied 12 lines only. IN 12 LINES (1933, December 18). The Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 

1954), p. 13 (FINAL EXTRA). Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230192115  

GEORGE ROBERTSON - AN AUSTRALIAN PERSONALITY 

By ALEC H. CHISHOLM 

Year by year, almost month by month the living links are breaking away from what E. J. Brady 

calls "the middle period" of Australian literature. J. Le Gay Brereton out of the last of the 

Daley-Lawson circle – a bevy of poets who were at their best early in the present century – 

died a few months ago, and now comes news of the death of a counsellor and friend of 

them all George Robertson. 

"G.R" to many writers and booklovers "The Chief" to others and "The Master" to some, Mr 

Robertson was an outstanding personality in the Australian book trade. Coming to Australia 

as a youth, he rose to be chairman of directors of Angus and Robertson Ltd and the most 

vital influence in the publishing of Australian literature. David McKenzie Angus began 

business as a bookseller in Miller street, Sydney, midway in 1884, his capital being £50. 

George Robertson joined him 18 months later, in January of 1886, on payment of £15 for a 

half-share in the business. In the first year of association the partners sold nearly £4000 

worth of books, and "G.R." was wont to confess later that he was so pleased with the world 

at large, and himself in particular, that he used to stroll past the old shop in order to gloat 

over the "Angus and Robertson" above the window. With continued expansion the firm 

moved to Castlereagh street, and the book-selling and publishing business – the largest of its 

kind in Australia – is still situated there. Angus retired in 1900, but Robertson held on to the 

end. He had no hobbies, no direct contact with public affairs. Bookselling and book 

publishing engrossed him to the exclusion of all other interests. Always willing to drive a 

bargain, he was nevertheless so public-spirited that he frequently published books – verse, 

scientific works, and semi-national works – which were certain to result in a loss. Moreover 

he read every proof personally. During the last year or two, however, failing health caused a 

relaxing of the old grip. No longer now did the head of the firm assess every comma and 

every semi-colon in a proof; no longer did he stand against a high desk, pen poised and 

beard bristling seeking the right shade of colour for a phrase. That is the "G.R." whom I, for 

one, wish to remember – not the sick man of recent times but the phrase-lover, the story-

teller, the good companion, and the generous bookman of a few years ago. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article230192115


"You know," he said to me once, "I have had no particular education, but I flatter myself I 

have a feeling for the just word." That was no idle boast. In the first flush of creative or semi-

creative effort one was apt to dispute his dictum but sober reflection usually indicated his 

judgment to be sound. When, for example, I wrote for Angus and Robertson the 

introduction to E. J. Bandfield's "Last Leaves from Dunk Island" one or two simple phrases 

brought me into half an hour's argument with the “The Chief," and he, as usual, had the last 

word and the best word. Later – some five years ago – a kindred argument had an amusing 

sequel "G.R." thrust upon me a miscellaneous collection of verses, and requested tersely 

that they be selected, arranged and equipped with an introduction, all within a few days. 

Those poems subsequently appeared as "The Collected Verse of George Essex Evans." The 

selection and arrangement are mine but not the introduction, for, much to Mr Robertson's 

amusement, after we had debated vigorously over various phrases, all our efforts went to 

waste because the widow herself arranged for an introduction. 

In the light of this Robertsonian fondness for juggling with words, it would be interesting to 

know just how many "standard" Australian poems contain publishers' amendments. "G.R." 

himself told me that he altered the word "avarice" to "apathy" in Lawson's line in "Faces in 

the Street," "I wonder would the apathy of wealthy men endure." Moreover, he confided 

that he and David McKee Wright amended a number of other Lawson phrases after having 

vainly attempted to persuade the poet himself to do so. The only case in which Lawson was 

coaxed into making an alteration was in respect of the opening verse of "Faces in the 

Street." In the manuscript this poem began– 

They lie, the men who tell us, in a loud, defiant tone, 

That want is here a stranger, that misery's unknown. 

Henry, said "The Chief," "I don't like that 'loud defiant tone.' It is too blatant." He balanced a 

sovereign in his hand. "Alter it satisfactorily," he said, "and this is yours." The lure was too 

strong. Lawson seized a pen, struck out the offending words, and wrote "for reasons of their 

own": then he grabbed the coin and went happily away. "That," Mr Robertson declared, 

"was the simplest sovereign Henry ever earned!"  

Angus and Robertson's was by way of being a haven for Henry Lawson, as indeed, it has 

been for many another writer from time to time. Lawson acknowledged this very cordially in 

a set of verses which he wrote while under police care on one occasion. Bearing the title 

"The Auld Shop and the New," these verses are a humorous commentary on the fortunes of 

the firm and its leaders, and they carry the assurance that they were "written specially for 

"The Chief." George Robertson, of Angus and Robertson, as some slight acknowledgment of 

and small return for his splendid generosity during years of trouble." What finer tribute 

could any publisher desire? "The Auld Shop and the New," printed for private circulation in 

1923, is of special interest at the moment because of its "Notes" by "The Chief." These 

gossipy fragments are the nearest Mr Robertson ever got to a biography. Chatting in that 

little back room at the shop, I asked him many times, as doubtless others did also, to set 



down his reminiscences, or allow them to be set down, but he always evaded the issue by 

waving it away or telling some humorous story. 

George Robertson could be very obstinate when he chose. Eight or nine years ago he told 

me repeatedly that he would never publish again because printers were not treating him 

fairly. I suggested an independent printer. He declined brusquely to see any such man. But 

that printer broke through eventually, and commenced what became the heaviest flow of 

publishing in Australian history. It was also an effort at times to get past "The Chief's" 

defences with a "new" author. I found it so in 1927, when Ion Idriess drifted along with the 

MS of "Madman's Island" in hand. None of us – not even "Jack" Idriess himself – foresaw 

then the future record success of this Australian author. The Robertson obstinacy could be 

circumvented, perhaps, but not the Robertson generosity. If "G.R." esteemed a book he 

could not refrain from giving copies to friends. For example, he sent in 1926 a pencilled 

scribble urging me to call at the Mitchell Library and look up Ada Cambridge's "Unspoken 

Thoughts," a volume of poetry published in the 'eighties and then withdrawn from 

circulation. It was, he said, the highwater mark of Australian women's poetry. "To think," he 

added, "that I sold it to D.S.M."– David Scott Mittchell – for 7/6! But l've never had less than 

£5 for it since, for D.S.M. always put a fellow wise after he had been served." Then, before I 

had time to call at the Mitchell Library, along came a presentation copy of the rare book. It 

would be easy to recall many other examples of "G.R.'s" warm-heartedness, but one must 

suffice. Shortly after reaching Sydney, 10 years ago, I visited Waverley Cemetery, and was 

grieved to see Victor Daley's grave in an unkempt condition. Inquiry revealed that £1/1/ 

would be required to renovate it, and £16/16/ to keep it in order perpertually. Paying the 

guinea, I returned to the city and sent a note to the poet's publisher seeking his advice in 

regard to the £15/15/. Within half an hour a personal cheque for the amount came to hand 

from Mr Robertson. Always spontaneous, such actions were done with public spirit, but 

never for public knowledge. 

GEORGE ROBERTSON (1933, September 2). The Argus (Melbourne, Vic. : 1848 - 1957), p. 4. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article11688546  

Other Obituaries for George Robertson 

▪ Argus (Melbourne), 2 September 1933, p 4, by A. H. Chisholm 

▪ Sydney Morning Herald, 28 August 1933, p 10 

▪ Courier-Mail (Brisbane), 23 September 1933, p 18, by Arthur Jose 

 

Warringah Shire Council minutes of Meetings – further improvements: 

June 11 1963: 
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Collection of Hard Garbage from Scotland Island. .-Moved by Cr Beckman seconded Cr.-

Brown that the Chief Health & Building Inspector be requested to report. to the next 

meeting of the Health & Building Committee on the methods of collection of-hard garbage, 

poesibly.by the use of hessian bags, collected at regular 'intervals by barge for collection by 

truck at-Church Point. CARRIED.: 

October 28, 1963: 

West Pittwater Progress Association, 11.10.63, re provision of lock up garages at Church 

Point; advising that the Association is delighted that Council has agreed in principle to 

provide this amenity for the residents of Scotland Island and the Western Shores of 

Pittwater. Suggesting that ways and means of raising the necessary money, such as a 

Ratepayers' Loan, be investigated. Resolved,that this matter be referred to the Shire Clerk to 

bring forward 37 a report to the next Ordinary Meeting. (era. Gold/Pickett-Heaps).  

December 16 1963: 

1. (AN 1 Booralie and Eurabba Roads;'Terrey Hills _Application, 13.8.63 by C.S. Johnes to 

remove shale by open-cut methods from portion 89 Booralie Road, Terrey Hills; and, (b) 

Letter 12.11.63 from Mines Department requesting Council's views on Mineral Lease 

Application 734 Sydney by C.S.Johnes to mine for brick clay, kaolin and pipe clay by open-cut 

methods on part portion 80, Eurabba Road, Terrey Hills. 72 Resolved,_that the use of the 

land for the extraction of brick clay, kaolin and pipe clay be approved subject to _(a)The floor 

of the workings being not leas than 3' above the level of Booralie koad and graded to ensure 

adequate drainage. (b)All workings to be not less than 1001 from the sou.0.....oastern, 

south-western sad.' north-western boundaries and all vegetation within this fool strip being 

preserved. cd The balt.terscrefoftheth:xcav:tleon to be graded to a slope of not more than 

45°. e The payment of £1,500 in quarterly instalments, for the maintenance and repair of 

Booralie Roed. f) On completion of mining operations the area being covered with topsoil 

and gram, g trucks to be covered to prevent'spillaze of shale on to Booralie Road. h Truck 

wheels to be washed to prevent mud being carried on to Booralie Road. i An access road to 

be constricted from the extractive site to Booralie Raad. (Crs. Pickett-Heaps/beckman). 

During discussion on this item the Shire Clerk announced that a further letter had been 

received from the Terrey Hills Progress Association dated 13.12.63, stating at a recent 

meeting of the Association it was agreed that this proposal. be ruuu,gau.s.Liod to the 

Council subject to certain conditions which are incorporated in the rnousuGion abor SAC) H, 

Wilshire Web1 Son & Doyle, Solicitors, 1'1.12.63 _marked ;Private and Con_fidential; relatinv 

to Equity action by D. Rulli against Council% 73 Resolved,_that this item be considered 

in ;Committee cf'thoVhole; at the end of the meeting (Crs. Miles/Pickett-Heaps). QUESTIONS 

WITHOUT NOTICE. The following questions were asked by the Councillors named, the replies 

by the Shire President being indicated alongside:76 By Cr, Pickett-Heaps: Will the Chief 

Health and Building Inspector give Council a report through the Health and Building 

Committee on the results of tests on the Kitchener Garbage Disposal Unit and their 



recommendation, particularly in respect of Scotland Island, Lovett Bay, The Basin and 

Mackerel Beach? Yes. 77 By Cr. Beckman: Will you refer to the Police Traffic Branch the need 

for an additional pedestrian crossing at the shopping centre at Avalon between Old 

Barrenjoey rd. and Bellevue Pde.? Yes. 78 By Cr. Maven Could I please have an answer to my 

question of a few weeks ago, as to when Mackellar County Council was requested, to install 

lighting in Kitchener Park,-Mona Vale, as a matter of urgency? I understand' that the lighting 

has-since been installed  

 

Carol’s Wharf 

February 7, 1977 Meeting Questions and Replies: 

Cr. Beckman: Could I be advised when tenders will be called for the proposed wharf at 

Scotland Island? I will seek the information from the Engineer - it is imminent. 

 Meeting, Monday 21st February, 1977 8.13 SCOTLAND ISLAND _PROPOSED PUBLIC WHARF 

(rile No. 446) AT HAROLD RESERVE Repo. *77/40 rt No The preliminary estimate based on the 

length or adjacent private jetties (50m) was $15,000 in 1975 and an allocation was set at 

this figure in the 1977 loan funds works programme. The design and final estimate has now 

been prepared which indicates a final coat of $31,000 for a jetty 2m wide and 100m long as 

detailed on plan *1.5965. This provides for a draught of 1.0 a at a zero tide. (Low water 

indian spring tide, -0.89 m standard date: RECOMMENDATION That (a) Tenders be called for 

the construction of the wharf as detailed on plan A1.5965. (b) An additional vote be 

considered when tender prices are known. COMMITTEE'S RECCOMENDATION: That the 

subject site be inspected by the Committee at a future meeting. COUNCIL'S DECISION 

(28/2/71): ADOPTED. FURTHER THAT the ‘A’ Riding Councillors also participate in the 

proposed inspection. (Crs. Carey/Dawson). 

May 16 1977 minutes of meetings record: 

 6.2 SCOTLNID ISLAND - PROPOSED PUBLIC WHARF (File 446) AT HAROLD RESERVE (Report 

No.A77/40) The preliminary estimate based on the length of adjacent private jetties (50 in) 

was $15,000 in 1975 and an allocation was set at this figure in the 1977 loan funds works 

programme. The design and final estimate has now been prepared which indicates a final 

cost of $31,000 for a jetty 2m wide and 100m long as detailed on plan A1.5985. This provides 

for a draught of 1.Qii at a zero tide. (Low water Indian spring tide, -0.89m standard dattmi.) 

Council's Decision 12.4.77: That the Scotland Island Residents Association be requested to 

submit further Information to its proposal in respect of location of the jetty. Letter From the 

Scotland Island Residents Association 0 The Association wishes to confirm its desire that the 

proposed new public wharf to be constructed at Scotland Island, should be positioned at 

Harold Reserve - the south eastern corner of the Island. In all discussions at meetings of the 

Association and in all submissions to Council regarding this subject. Harold Reserve has 



always been the suggested site? RECOMMENDATION That (a) Tenders be called for the 

construction of the wharf as detailed on Plan A1.5986, (b) An additional vote be considered 

when tender prices are known. That the foregoing recommendation be adopted. COUNCIL'S 

DECISION (23.5.71): 968 ADOPTED 

The August 22nd 1977 meeting records: 

6,24 SCOTLAND ISLAND WHARF (FILE 446) Report No. A77/254 sit) Tenders were recently 

called for the construction of the public wharf at Harold Reserve, Scotland Island. The 

following tender, were receiued2 (a) E.R. Notting and Co. Pty. Ltd, Newport $ 47,240 (b) Lane 

& Thompson, Pittwater $ 29,870 The contract does not include the construction of the 

approaches to the wharf which was estimated at $3,000; an additional item of $2,000 will 

need to be provided for extras to the contract should potting of the piles be required. The 

total estimated coat of the wharf will be: i) Contract for wharf construction $ 30,000 ii)Extras 

to contract 2,000 iii)construction of approaches 3,000 $ 35,000 Available funds $ 15,000 The 

proposals herein for voting of moneys or for the adjustment of votes, Ca the case may be, 

have been concurred with by the Treasurer. RECOMMENDATION (i) That the tender of Lane 

and Thompson be accepted for the construction of the Harold Reserve Wharf, Scotland 

Island for the sum of $29,970. (ii)That the matter be referred to the Finance Committee with 

a recommendation that an additional $20,000 be voted from contingencies for the 

construction of the wharf. PROCEEDINGS IN BRIEF: The Committee was advised that the 

tender of Lane & Thompson, Pittwater, was in accordance with Council's specification and 

close to Council's estimated cost of $30,000 for the work. At the time of the original 

estimate and the vote of $15,000. it was intended that the wharf be only half the now 

proposed length. COMMITEE'S RECOt4EN0ATION: That the foregoing recommendation be 

adopted. COUNCIL'S DECISION (29.8.1977): ADOPTED 

Report to: Finance Committee Meeting, Wednesday 24th August, 1977. FILE 446. 1.2 

SCOTLAND ISLAND WHARF. The Works Committee 22/8/77 considered the following 

report:*;Tenders were recently called for the construction of the public wharf at Harold 

Reserve, Scotland Island. The following tenders were received:(a) E. R. Notting and Co. Pty. 

Ltd., Newport $47,240 (b) Lane & Thompson, Pittwater $29,870 *;The contract does not 

include the construction of the approaches to the wharf which was estimated at $3,000; an 

additional Item of $2,000 will need to be provided for extras to the contract should potting of 

the piles be required. *;The total estimated cost of the wharf will be:_(I) Contract for wharf 

construction $30,000 (ii) Extras to contract 2.000 (iii)Construction of approaches 3,000 

$35,000 Available funds $15,000. *;The proposals herein for voting of moneys or for the 

adjustment of votes, as the case may be, have been concurred with by the Treasurer. The 

Works Committee was advised that the tender of Lane & Thompson, Pittwater was in 

accordance with Council's specifications and close to Council's estimated cost of $30,000 for 

the works. At the time of the original estimate and the vote of $15,000 it was envisaged that 

the wharf be only half the now proposed length. The Works Coninittee reconnended ;That 



the tender of Lane and Thompson be accepted for the construction of the Harold Reserve 

Wharf, Scotland Island for the sum of $29,870.; AND DIRECTED ;That the matter be referred 

to the Finance Committee with a recommendation that an additional $20,000 be voted from 

contingencies for the construction of the wharf.; Submitted for Committee's recommndation. 

00IIIITTEE'S RECOWIENDATION: That the tender of Lane and Thompson be accepted for the 

construction of the Harold Reserve Wharf, Scotland Island for the sun of $29,870 and that an 

additional $20,000 be voted frog contingencies for the construction of the wharf. COUNCIL'S 

DECISION (29.8.77): 1520 ADOPTED C. Dawson/Burg: 

 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED/REFUSED UNDER AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO TOWN PLANNER OV 

Period: 211.2.77 to 15.3.77. Land Board Office: a) Jetty, slipway. Lot 6, D.P.8013, Sturdee 

Lane, Elvina Bay.(Kauffman). b) Reclamation, jetty, landing. Lots 152_153 Richard Rd., 

Scotland Island (Paul). c) Ramp, jetty. Lot 2141 D.P.24428, Rednal St., Mona Vale. (Grierson). 

.d) Jetty. Lot 2, D.P.501123, No.1800 Pittwater Rd., Bayview.(Gilmour). e) Ramp, pontoon. Lot 

21 D.P.22881, Lovett Bay. (Sines). f) Jetty, el . Lot 27, D.P.13457, Prince Alfred Pde., 

Newport.(Goldstein g) Jetty extension. Lots 9,10, D.P.15526, Lovett Bay. (Mccuaig). h) 

Consent 77/36.  

Report to: Finance Committee Meeting, Wednesday, 2nd February, 1977. 1.2 SCOTLAND 

ISLAND GARBAGE SERVICES (FILE 97) At the Finance Committee Meeting 14.12.76, a query 

was raised as to the possibility of having the garbage service to Scotland Island carried out 

during ordinary working hours. Present procedure involves a once weekly service carried out 

on Mondays, except in school holidays, when Monday and Thursday services are conducted. 

Garbage is collected by Council's barge, with the operator and two labourers carrying out 

the collection. The operation takes from approximately 7.30 a.m. to 12 noon when the 

garbage is then landed from the barge to Council trucks by two Parks and Rene.wen 

cleansing gangs. This part of the operation is carried out on overtime, as these gangs 

commence their shifts at approximately 4.00 a.m. Coot involved in overtime rates is 

comparable with a quotation obtained from Council's Zane Garbage Contractor for the area. 

With a possible change from day labour to contract for collection of garbage and litter from 

parks and reserves, the transference of garbage from the barge to the tip would be carried 

out by a Contractor. RECOMMENDATION: That the information be noted. COMMITTEE'S 

RECOMMENDATION: That the foregoing recommendation be noted in conjunction with Item 

1.1 hereof. COUNCIL'S DECISION (7/2/77): 12 ADOPTED 

February 16 1977 Ordinary Meeting: 

Report of the Vice Chairman to Finance Committee, Tuesday, 15/3/77. GARBAGE 

COLLECTION FROM SCOTLAND ISLAND AND THE 2 17 WESTERN SHOtES OF PITIWA'IER. (File 

91) Council collects garbage left on public and a nuther of private wharvas around Scotland 

Island and the Western Shores of Pittwater each Monday and residents deposit their 



garbage and other refuse on these wharves mainly in plastic bags or cartons. Incret3ing 

population and weekend visitors are resulting in an unsightly pile of rubbish left either on 

the wharf or so accumulated in the shelter sheds as to make then untenable. Problems arise 

in wet weather with the handling of wet cartons and those awaiting the ferries are unable to 

obtain adequate shelter in the sheds provided for this purpose. Because of the volune of 

garbage left for collection any bins would need to be very large and In some cases a 

duplication of the existing shelter sheds necessitating many additional piles for support. 

There are tidal problems also and weather conditions for the barge and work boat to 

overcome in collecting and handling garbage from the wharves and difficulties could be 

experienced in collecting from bins designed to facilitate handling. In some cases however, 

this would be practicable, particularly at Elvina Bay North where protection from weather is 

available. I believe the time has come where it is necessary for Council to increase its 

services to Scotland Island and Elvina Bay to twice-weekly. This would reduce the volume of 

garbage to be handled on Mondays and enable Council to construct smaller bins on the 

wharves at a much reduced cost than the prohibitive expense required to cope with the 

present volumes. Considerable time would be saved in handling Monday garbage which 

tends to exceed the capacity of the barge and could on a number of occasions, involve the 

barge in a return to the depot before making a second trip to collect the balance of the 

garbage. Because of volume at the Christmas/New Year period. Council already conducts 

twice-weekly services to remove accumulation on wharves. I do not suggest at this point 

that all the Western Shores be included in the twice-weekly service because of the distances 

involved and fewer permanent residents. These wharves wit!', suitable bins would 

adequately accommodate the present volume on a weekly basis and would not cause the 

problems which are being experienced in more populated areas. I recommend: (I) That 

Council immediately commences a twice-weekly service to Scotland Island and Elvina Bay, 

possibly on Mondays and Fridays because of the incidence of weekend visitations; (2) That 

the Engineer bring forward an estimate of the construction of suitable containers to be 

placed on or attached to the side of all existing public wharves where Council collects 

garbage at present. 0. Creagh _Vice-Chairman CGIITTEE'S PROCEEDINGS IN BRIEF: (See next 

p .PAGE Minutes Ordinary Meeting 

 

Reserves Committee Meeting March 28 1977: 

… Such corner is a long-standing problem which merits an on-site inspection by the Reserves 

Committee 

Comments by the Scotland Island Progress Association: 1. The Association adopts the plan. 

2. That provision be made for retaining the present trees and, if possible, the planting of 

additional trees and shrubs. 3. The problem of sufficient car parking space for our residents 

will not be really solved until the boat launching ramps are dismantled or closed and that 

this should be carried out following completion of ramps at the Pittwater Quay area. 4. It is 



indicated that within the next 10 years Scotland Island will be fully built on with some 700 

cars competing for space in the Church Point area, as well as the additional 100 or so cars 

belonging to persons living around the Western Shores area.  

Recommendation: the subject site be inspected prior to the next Reserves Committee (a) 

That the Shire Engineer bring forward a report and recommendation regarding development 

of the Pittwater Quay area and Council's present stage with the Planning Environment 

Commission and other concerned authorities; (b) That the subject site be inspected prior to 

a future Reserves Committee meeting; (c) That the Town Planner advise the Reserves 

Committee regarding the depositing of off-fill from the Crystal Bay development onto the 

Public Works land Pittwater Quay site adjacent to Pittwater High School. 

 

April 12 1977: 

Beckman ctRwfl: PROPOSED COMMUNITY CENTRE HALL, SCOTLAND ISLAND (File 82/200) 

QUESTION: 'Could a report be made to the next Reserves Committee on problems concerning 

the building of the proposed community centre hall at Scotland Island V ANSWER: *;I will ask 

for that to be done.' 

April 17 1977: 

APPLICATIONS APPROVED/IEFUSED UNDER AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO TOWN PLANNER 

Period: 16.3.77 to 5.+.77. APPROVALS: Land Board Office: a) Slip. Lot 68, D.P.12749, Florence 

Terrace, Scotland Island. (Botham). b) Consent 79/48 

Report to: Reserves Committee Meeting, Monday, 9th May, 1977 (1.17 continued) 4. such 

corner is a long-standing problem which merits an on-site inspection by the Reserves 

Committee. Comments by the Scotland Island Progress Association (Endorsed by the Western 

Shores Progress Association): 1. The Association adopts the plan 2. That provision be made 

for retaining the present trees and, if possible, the planting of additional trees and shrubs 3. 

The problem of sufficient car parking space for our residents will not be really solved until 

the boat launching ramps are dismantled or closed and that this should be carried out 

following completion of ramps at the Pittwater Quay area. RCIIENDATION: That Plan Al-

5877A be adopted and the extension of the Church Point Car Park to maximise parking 

bays for the northern end of the parking area, at an estimated cost of $12,540, be listed 

for consideration for inclusion in a future Parks & Reserves Improvement Programme. 

COWiITTEE' S RECOII4ENDATION: That the foregoing recommendation be adopted, but 

taking into consideration the Department of Main Roads proposed new road align- ment. 

COUNCIL'S DECISION (23/5/71): 94 ADOPTED 

PROJECTS PROPOSED FOR INCLUSION IN THE FUTIJRE WORKS LEDGER _NORTHERN DISTRICT 

Ct ta _Progressive Provisional 9 Number Description of Project Estimate a  



34 (File 446) n Bennett's Wharf, Coasters Retreat o Installation of a second flight of steps at 

Bennett's Wharf, Coasters Retreat Note: The ferry moors across the existing flight of steps 

each night, so that the second flight of steps is requested by residents in case of emergency 

$5,300  

35 (File 446) Mooring Facilities _Tennis Court Wharf, Scotland Island Provision of a shark 

proof fence arid mooring facilities on the south-western side a of Tennis Court Baths, 

Scotland Island as requested by the Scotland Island Residents Association $6,000 

36 (File ESF.4481) a Footpath Connecting Golf Avenue & Surfview Road Mona Vale 

Construction of a concrete footpath joininq Go; Avenue and Surfview Road, Mona Vale 

$1,500 . ILI Note: ' - At present a gas cable warning strip is exposed and the western 

boundary fence ' - adjoining No. 60 Golf Avenue is unsupported for a third of its length __- 

Residents' request for permanent stabilisation of the footpath against further erosion  Vt C.  

37 (File ESF.3987) _Queens Avenue, Avalon (Sec No. 43) **;3 Construction of kerb and gutter 

along the northern side of Queens Avenue between William Streetand Elvina Avenue $15,000 

Extra Reduced Job E.t. Eat. % Vote Vote No. Item Vote Expend. Start Cc. Co,;. Recoin. Recorn. 

$ $  

Scotland Island Wharf 15,000  

Church Point Wharf Moorings 2,500  

Scotland Island Community Hall 6.000  

Sub-Total $ 24,013 – May to August budget minutes 1977 

 to: Co.nmm,ity Services Committee, Wednesday, 11th May, 1977, 6.5 GARBAGE SERVICE TO 

SCOTLAND ISLAND (FILE 97) A letter has been submitted by ;Concerne] Residents of: Scotland 

Island _Bays _Church Point;, addressed to the Health Department and Councillora of 

Warringah Shire Council, regarding the garbage service rendered to Scotland Island. (The 

reply address is given as _;Garbage Research Group, 0/_Post Office, Church Point;.) The 

letter is accompanied by several pages of signatories with appropriate comments as to the 

opinion on both the desirability of vehicular service to properties on the leland and to the 

present standards of hygiene of the garbage service. In all, 110 persons have signed 

the ;survey;. Hatters raised in the letter include unbygienic conditions caused by garbage not 

being satisfactorily housed,and items collected during the recent Clean-Up. A letter from the 

Hon. Secretary of the Scotland Island Residents Association, dated 29.4.77, has also been 

received and states, inter alia _;At the Annual. General Meeting of this Association on 6.2.77, 

and at a subsequent general meeting on 17.4.77, motions were put requesting Council to 

provide a road-way pick-up of household garbage on Scotland Island. On both occasions 

these motions were lost;. Council has provision in the current estimates to erect garbage 

containers on the wharves of Scotland Island, to satisfactorily house garbage prior to 

collection. In addition to this, Council recently voted to run a double service _Mondays and 



Fridays _to Scotland Island. This has recently been implemented. The Scotland Island 

wharves were recently surveyed by the Deputy Engineer, a staff member from the Design 

Office, Cr. Creagh and the Shire Health Surveyor, in an endeavour to arrive at the best 

method of coping with the problem. A design has been prepared for a fibre glass container 

which together with additional piling at some of the wharves, would ensure the secure 

housin The second item raised in the letter regarding Clean-Up material, is not considered to 

be significant, as Clean-Up is nornally conducted only once per year on Scotland Island and it 

is considered that the inconvenience for the short period is far outweighed by the advantage 

gained by the Clean-Up, however this matter will be looked at closely when the next Clean-

Up is due, in an endeavour to reduce any areas for complaint. A postscript to the letter refers 

to _;excess rubbish and beer can parties held in the Public Park.. ...... Public Shopping area, 

and this area is supposed to be a Beauty Spot in the Warringah Shire not a Public Rubbish 

Dump; _meaning Church Point 'PAGE Minutes Ordinary Meeting  Services Constttee, 

Wednesday, 11th May, (6.5 contd) GARBAGE SERVICE TO SCOTLAND ISLAND (Cont'd) (FILE 

97) RECOMMENDATION: 1. That the group representing the signatories of the letter be 

advised that Council has recently implemented a twice weekly garbage service to Scotland 

Island and that it is anticipated this will considerably reduce the areas for complaint; further, 

that Council is presently investigating the provision of suitable receptacles for containing 

garbage on the wharves and that with the ultimate provision of these containers, it is 

considered that the problems presently associated with garbage collection on Scotland 

Island will have been satisfactorily resolved. 2. That the Shire Engineer be requested to look 

into the complaint regarding littering of the Church Point Public Reserve and Shopping 

Centre with a view to providing additional rubbish receptacles and/or increasing the 

frequency of cleansing to this particular area. CCI4IITTEE'S RECOItIENDATICI: That the 

foregoing reconnendatlon be adopted. COUNCIL'S DECISION(23.5.77): 915 ADOPTED 

Finance Comittee Meeting. Tuesday 11th May, 1977. GARBAGE COLLECTION FROM 

SCOTLAND 151MB MID THE WESTERN SHORES OF PITIWATER. (Ref. 2.17 F/C 15/3/77) FILE 

97. Ordinary Meeting 21/3/77, Council resolved, inter alia:_;(2) That the Engineer bring 

forward the previously requested report and estimate of the construction of suitable 

containers to be placed on or attached to the side of all existing public wharves where 

Council collects garbage at present; (3)That a report be submitted to the Coirmittee at the 

end of one ricnth, advising of the additional cost involves in running the service; (4)That 

the matter of a local collection by truck, on SI Scotland Island, be investigated.; ther 

information is required before this report can be finalised. is anticipated that the report will 

be submitted to the Finance Committee meeting of 7th June, 1977. OtENDATION: it the 

information be noted. That the foregoing recrmndation be adopted. COUNCIL'S DECISION 

(23.5.197li: 891 ADOPTED  

July 18 1977: 

Progressive Provisional Number -  Description of Project Estimate t $ ; 



24. (File 446) 14 C - Commuter Moorings at Scotland Island t' ID Request by Mr. & Mrs. Ares, 

Robertson Road, that Council provide facilities at the Scotland Island Cargo Wharf for the 

mooring of commuter's boats. Construction of a 16 m timber decked mooring pontoon at 

Scotland Island cargo wharf ................................................ $15,000 I -x 25. (File ESF.3282) 

 

August 7 1977: 

TOWN PLANNING REPORT (continuation sheet 2) No: 77/364 INTRODUCTION AND HISTORY: 

A. In recent years Council has expressed concern about the impact of further development 

in those areas of the Shire which have access by water only, and has consequently adopted 

several resolutions prohibiting additional subdivision on Scotland Island, settlements on the 

western foreshores of Pittwater, and Cottage Point: viz. i)O.K. 22.2.1971: ;... that Council's 

policy not to approve the subdivision of existing allotments on Scotland Island into 

allotments of lesser area be adhered to.; ii) O.K. ?0.12.1971: ;... as a matter of policy in the 

general public interest, that any further aubdivision of land situated generally on the western 

foreshores of Pittwater where access is by water only be not approved;. iii) T.P.D.C. 

16.10.1974: ;... as a matter of policy in the general public interest and becsuee of water and 

environmental pollution increases, that any further subdivisiot of land in the Cottat;e Point 

Residential 2(a) area be not approved;. B. However, while Council had resolved these policies 

to prohibit resubdivision, it considered them legally inadequate to ensure that this did not 

occur. Consequently, at T.P.B.C. 16.10.1971+, it was resolved that ;... particularly in view of 

the Local Government Appeals Tribunal decisions ... Council seek suspension under S342Y to 

implement its p01137 in regard to these three areas;. This application was aade on 

18.2.19759 and requested that the whole Warringah Shire Planning Scheme Ordinance be 

suspended for the Residential 2(s) zones on Scotland Island, the western foreshores and 

Cottage Point, and re_Introduced with a provision prohibiting resubdivieion in these areas. 

C. On 7.12.1975, the Planning and Environment Commission replied that the Minister had 

rejected Council's request. The Commission indicated however, that the application would 

be reconoidered if further detnile inforastion was subsitted to support and justify the case 

for susp_ension, this not having been provided originally. The Planning and Environment 

Commission also stated that, in view of the large area and substantial population to be 

affected, the proposed suspension should be advertised, with any representations received 

being forwarded to the Commission for consideration in conjunction with the re-application. 

D. This report, which has been prepared as the new subdivision to the Planning and 

Environment Commission, provides the information requested by the Commission to 

support suspension. The report is based on detailed examination of the present residential 

zonings, their appropriateness in the context of the local and regional environment, and the 

likely impact of further development and reaubdivision. Summaries of the investigations and 

r,coaaendations arising therefrom are contained in the body of the report. Appeadicee 1 and 

8, containing detailed information, are attached, and Appendices 2-7 can be tabled. PAGE ', j 



MINUTES _TOWN PLAJNtNG & BUILDING EETIPG _WARRINGM SHIRE. TO TOWN PLANNING 

AND BUILDING COMEITTEE TOWN PLANNING REPORT No: 77/76 MEETING 7.9.1977 REVIEW 

OF RESIDENTIAL ZONES - PITTWATER WESTERN FORESHORES, SCOTLAND ISLAND, AND 

COTTAGE POINT (File 531/1) SYNOPSIS 1. The report concerns the planning of future 

development in the residential zones of Scotland Island, the western foreshores of Pittwater, 

and Cottage Point. P. It outlines Council's expressed concern about the impact of further 

development and resubdivision and indicates previous policy resolutions which sought to 

minimise this. 3. It indicates the results of the application made by Council on 18.2.75 to 

suspend these residential zones to prohibit resubdivision, which was refused by the Minister 

of 3.12.1975. 4 The report then prepares a new subdivision to the Planning and Environment 

Commission, based on extensive investigations of the impact of growth, increased provision 

of services, and environmental change on the resident±_1 zones and the overall 

Pittwater/Ku-ring-gai Chase area. 5. It also considers the rezoning of some residential land 

now acquired for public recreation purposes, and the possibility of incorporating some 

Council-owned/controlled land in Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. 6. Summaries of the 

report's recommendations are: (i)That an application be made to suspend the Residential 

2(a) zones on Scotland Island, the Western foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point; that 

zone Residential (e) be introduced to control resubdivision and the character of further 

development; and that zone Existing Recreation 6(a) be introduced for those residential lots 

acquired for public recreation. (ii) That the application be advertised in accordance with the 

Minister's directive and then forwarded fur his consideration. (iii) That Council inform the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service that it favours, in principle, the transfer of open space - 

zoned land to which it has title to the Service, subject to legal advice from the Planning and 

Environment Commission. 7. The main body of the report contains the summaries of the 

investigations and the recommendations. The detailed information is contained in 

Appendices I to 8. Appendices 1 and 8 are attached to the report and Appendices 2 to 7 can 

be tabled. PAGE MINUTES - TOWN PI.ANNING & 8UILD!NG C rITIAE MEETING - WARRINGM 

CL HELD ON 7/9/77 

 TOWN PLANNING REPORT(conttrwation sheet 11 ) No: 77/361+ APr.NDIx L TRANSPORT 

SERVICES, TRAFFIC AND PARKING Due to the isolated location of Scotland Island and the 

western foreahore settlements, the provision of water transport services is a major 

consideration in their future development. This is necessarily linked to the availability of on-

shore parking, and access to job opportunities in the Sydney Region. For Cottage Point, 

which is linked by road through Ku-ring-gai Chase, the consideration is the impact on the 

National Park likely to result from increased traffic generated by population growth. a) 

Commuter Power Boats: This form of transport is used primarily by residents of Scotland 

Island and the western foreshores, as Cottage Point is road-connected. Access to the north 

western foreshore settle- ents is primarily from Pittwater Park, Palm Beach. However, no 

commuter moorings wharf is provided here. Information suggests that the number of 

commuters from the Mackarel Beaches and Coasters Retreat is presently negligible, 



although this situation would clearly change with further development. The main present 

end potential problem area is Church Point, where residents of Scotland Island and the 

south western foreshore settlements connect to the transport system. Council provides a 

commuter moorings wharf at Church Point, and midday field counts in June 1976 and June 

1977 indicated 71 and 92 craft respectively. The total capacity of the wharf was filled at the 

latter count, so the problem of providing adequate commuter mooring facilities would be 

substantial, on full development of the residential zones. b) Public Transport - Ferries: 

Pittwater is serviced by three ferry companies, two of which operate the sass route in the 

southern section. Both companies operate from Church Point, and serve four wharves on 

Scotland Island, than Towler's Bay, Hall's Wharf at Lovett Bay, Elvis. Bay, and back to Church 

Point. Each company has a similar timetable and operates alternately on the some route. 

Services are concentrated in the morning and afternoon peak periods, due to the number of 

commuters using the ferries. One company has three ferries of 1309 60 and p8 persons 

capacity, and the other 1+5, 1+5 and 20 persons and these provide ample capacity at the 

present time. Coasters Retreat, the Basin, and the Mackarel Beaches are served by ferries 

connecting to Pittwater Park, Pals Beach. This service is irregular, depending on the season 

and time of day. During winter, services are provided only every second day, and the 

operators claim that no commuters live permanently in the places served by their ferries. 

However, it can be expected that population growth in the north-western Pittwater locations 

will require ferry services of great.: frequency and reliability. The Services are, at this time, 

provided by private companies and in one case, a co-operative. Is this sense, their cost is 

borne by the recipients, except for the terminal facilities provided by Council and hence the 

community. However, it is conceivable that massive population growth, the potential for 

which exists under the present zoning, would in the longer ten result in the services having 

to be provided by a public authority, as has increasingly occurred on Sydney Harbour, due to 

the inability of private operators to provide adequate services at economic rates. This would 

bring the coat of the services on to the community as a whole.  

Ordinary Meeting held August 17 1977: 

OWN PLANNING REPORTcontinuation sheet 5 ) No: 77/36 L. However, it is considered that 

the concept of incorporating all Open Space-zoned land on the western foreshoren within 

the Ch' e is worthy of Council's support as a preliminary to tPe ultimate elimination of the 

residential zones by the gradual acquioition of allotments by the National Parka and Wildlife 

Service in the long term. The National Parks and Wildlife Service should be advised of 

Council's attitude, pending advice from the Planning anG Environment Commission no to 

how this can legally be achieved. RECOMMENDATION. (1) That Council support an 

npplication to the Minister for Planning and Environment to suspend the provisions of the 

Warringah Shire Planning Scheme in roapect of all those lande .rrently zoned Residential ?(e) 

on Scotland Island, the western foreahores of Pittwater, and Cottage Point, and the 

impleentation of zone Residential 2(e) on this land, except where allotments have been 

acquired for public recreatiou purposes1 when the Existtng . Recreation G(a) is to be 



implemented. This is detailed on Plan PA1914D. (ii) That prior to the application being 

forwarded to the Minister, the proposal be advertiaed by newspaper advertimements, by 

the notification of all affected landowners by letter and by exhibit_ion ,f the proposal in the 

CLvic Centre, for a period of 28 days. (i±i) On the expiry of the advertising period, a further 

report be prepared to Council documenting any representations, for final determination of 

Council's attitude, with the application and representations then being forwarded to the 

Minister for his consideration. (iv) With regard to open apace-zoned land to which Council 

has title, located on the western foreehores of Pittwater, the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service be advised that Council favours the incorporation of this land into Ku-Ring-Gai Chas, 

National Park, pending legal advice from the Planning and Environment Coaaieeion as to 

how this is to be arnieved. JN:MT File: 531/1 16th August, 1977 PROCEEDINGS IN BRIEF: . Cr. 

Sainsbery asked whether the repo*;t related to the whole of Scotland Island. The Town 

Planner replied that it does. Cr. Burgin asked that the report be made available to the 

Scotland Island Progress Association and the Pittwater Western Foreshores Progress 

Association. Cr. Beckman requested that a copy of the report be exhibited at the Mona Val e 

public library. The Town Planner advised that both these requests could be met and that 

Clause (ii) of the reconanendation covers the advertising for 28 days to affected land owners. 

Cr. Hoy queried whether the CouncIl-owned land,whth had previously been resolve not to 

be given ove, to the National Parks and Wildlife Service, would now be given over by 

Councils adoption of the report. The Town Planner replied he was not aware of such a 

resolution but be would inquire into the matter. 353 COI4ITTEE'S DECISION (7.9.77): That the 

foregoing reconvnendation be adopted. (Crs. Anderson/Hunti ngdon) TOWN PLANNING 

REPORT(contlnuatlon sheet 9 ) No: 77/364 In 1975-76, Council delivered 27 orders to 

Cottage Point, and in 1976-77, 111 deliveries were made. In view of the apparent heavy 

subsidy, these deliveries entail considerable coat to Council, and further development would 

compound it. A submarine pipeline provides limited supplies, primarily for fire- fighting 

purposes, to one point on Scotland Island, and this water is available for domestic use in 

emergencies. On one occasion, in 1976, Council supplied emergency tanker water deliveries, 

but in view of the transport and road problems involved, is opposed to repeating this 

service. the weetert foreshore settlements have neither reticulated water nor emergency 

Council tanker services, and rely wholly on dosestic storage. 4) Conclusion The nupply of 

coasunication, power and water services to the residential toned-land in the Study Area 

comprises a significant constraint on its further development, particularly the supply of 

water. This constraint arises primarily out of the cost, both in monetary and opportunity 

terms, of providing the services to those locations, as a result of their physical and locational 

characteristics. These costs would tend to be . borne by the community as a whole, rather 

than the recipients of the services, and further development can only be expected to 

coapound the problem as well as contributing to environmental degradation. . 

7 ELIZABETH PARK, SCOTLAND ISLAND FENCING, (file 611/200) A Letter has been received 

from the Scotland Island Residents Association on the 14th July, 1977 as follows;*;With 



reference to your letter of 3rd May, 1977 this Association envisages a fence constructed or 

galvanised steel posts and horizontal bracing and P.V.C. type mosh. The intent or the 

enclosure is to contain native animals within the park and to restrict dogs from entering. It in 

further intended that native animals such as koalas and wallabies etc. could be introduced to 

create a wildlife sanctuary for interested persons to walk through and enjoy. Reserves 

Planner recommends refusal or the above request for the following reasons: 1) Installation 

would prevent access of small ground animals from other parts or the island into Elizabeth 

Park. 2) Installation would in no way protect animals whose habitat is the tree canopy and 

who will continue to move across the whole island. 3) Installation could present a further 

barrier to access which is already difficult should fire outbreaks occur. 4) The problem of 

dogs is not considered sufficiently difficult to justify such action. 5) Installation or the fence 

as proposed would be very expensive. nEC DI'?E N 0 A T ION That the request be refused for 

the reasons set out above. PROPERTY IWIAGEMENT PANELS RECCOMMENDATION (9/8/77): 

That the request be refused for the reasons set out above. CCN4I1TEE' S REC;NDATI0N: That 

the foregoing recommendation be adopted. COUNCIL'S DECISION (29.8.1977): 1723 

ADOPTED . Wednesday llthfiuguet, 1977. 6.5 GARBAGE SERVICE TO SCOTLAND ISLAND 

LITTERING CHURCH POINT PUBLIC RESERVE AND SHOPPING CENTRE (rILE 97) (Report No. 

A7772l4 S/E) With reference to Council's resolution (2) Item 6.5 Community Services 

Committee 11/5/77 _O.M. 23/5/77, the complaint regarding littering of the Church Point 

Public Reserve and Shopping Centre has been investigated. At present Council has mix (6) 

standard bins and two (2) large bins (44 gallon capacity) in the vicinity of the shops and 

reserve. In the adjacent carpark there are nine (9) large bins (44 gallon cepacity). All of these 

garbage receptacles are emptied three (3) days a week in Winter and seven (7) dsye a week 

in Suer. During summer a greater number of receptscles would be provided for the influx of 

visitors. The number of 'Be tidy' bins and frequency of service is conaLdered Ideqoate at the 

Church Point Reserve and shopping centre. RECOW'IENOATION That the above information 

be noted. COWIITTEE'S RECOW4ENDATION: That the foregoing recolTrendation be adopted. 

COUNCIL'S DECISION (29.8.77): 1555 ADOPTED Report to: Connunity Services Connittee, 

Wednesday, 17th August. 1977. 6,6 SCOILMD ISLAND AND WESTERN FORESHORE CLEAN-UP 

CAJIPAIGN (FILE 106/2) At the O.M. 23.5.77 It was resolved, among other things, in regard to 

the payment of Voucher 34809 _;That In relation to Voucher No. 34809, further details be 

supplied to the next meeting of the Finance Comittee concerning arrangements for the 

annual clean-up of the Western Shores, Scotland Island etc., in previous years, together with 

information concerning the number of barges used this year and advice as to whether 

Council's own barge was used in the operation.; In this regard it is reported that in previous 

years Scotland Island Clean-ups were done independently to the Western Foreshores, 

resulting in two separate accounts. In 1977 the two were combined which, with better 

organisation, resulted in approximately 50% increase in volume of material collected. This 

year there were four barge loads from the combined operation whereas previously, one and 

two barges were used for Western Foreshores and Scotland Island respectively. One reason 

for certain extra cost this year was that Council's front-end loader was unavailable owing to 



the volume of work resulting from the wet weather, so that all work was done by hand 

which resulted in barges being tied up for an extra day and a half. Council barge was not 

used as it is not large enough to handle the material from these Clean-ups. The barges hired 

were approximately 14m long x 4.5m wide, whereas Council's barge is approximately 4.5m 

long x 2.Sm wide and would be unsuitable for the job, REGiENDATION: That the information 

be noted. cOI4ITTEE DIRECTION: That this matter be listed for notation by the Finance 

CTritte4, That the foregoing reconnendation be adopted. WUNCIL'S DECII0N 

(29.8.77): ADOPTED 

August 29 1977 Ordinary Meeting: 

EF. 1207 270 to: 6,24 SCOTLAND ISLAND WHARF (FILE 446) Ceeport No. A77/254 sit) Tenders 

were recently called for the construction of the public wharf at Harold Resorve, Scotland 

Island. The following tender, were receiued2 (a) E.R. Notting and Co. Pty. Ltd, Newport $ 

47,240 (b) Lane & Thompson, Pittwater $ 29,870 The contract does not include the 

construction of the approaches to the wharf which was estimated at $3,000; an additional 

item of $2,000 will need to be provided for extras to the contract should potting of the piles 

be required. The total estimated coat of the wharf will be: i) Contract for wharf construction 

$ 30,000 ii)Extras to contract 2,000 iii)construction of approaches 3,000 $ 35,000 Available 

funds $ 15,000 The proposals herein for voting of moneys or for the adjustment of votes, Ca 

the case may be, have been concurred with by the Treasurer. RECOPT'IENOATION (i) That the 

tender of Lene and Thompson be accepted for the construction of the Harold Reserve 

Wharf, Scotland Island for the sum of $29,970. (ii)That the matter be referred to the Finance 

Committee with a recommendation that an additional $20,000 be voted from contingencies 

for the construction of the wharf. PROCEEDINGS IN BRIEF: The Committee was advised that 

the tender of Lane & Thompson, Pittwater, was in accordance with Council's specification 

and close to Council's estimated cost of $30,000 for the work. At the time of the original 

estimate and the vote of $15,000. it was intended that the wharf be only half the now 

proposed length. COW4I1TEE'S RECOt4EN0ATION: That the foregoing recoimlendation be 

adopted. COUNCIL'S DECISION (29.8.1977): ADOPTED 

September 9 1977: 

TOWN PLINNING REPORT(cottinuation sheet12 ) No: 77/364 c) Cargo Services: General cargo 

is carried to the western foreshore settlements and Scotland Island by the tarries or by the 

residents themselves, the transport of heavy or large ecele cargo, such as that for home 

construction1 requires residents to hire boats, barges and the like. This need would increase 

with greater development, and the inherent public cost lies in the provision of wharf 

facilities. Cottage Point, with road transport, poses a different problem in that further 

development will inevitebly increase traffic flows and thereby contribute to the degradation 

of the Ku-ring-gal Chase National Perk environment, through which the road to Cottage Point 

passes. d) Public Transport - Buses: The Public Transport Commiaaion provides two relevant 

services, the first past Pittwater Park, Palm Beach, to the City with connections to Manly 



Wharf and other points of the Shire The bus to the City runs approximately every half hour 

during weekday peak periods. A decond service links Church Point to Manly Whar, with 

interconnections to the overall bus system. This service has a similar frequency. Clearly 

population growth would increase the demand for bus public transport from the Pittwater 

Perk and Church Point terminals. Cottage Point is not served with public bus transport. e) 

Traffic: It is generally accepted that a major conatrtt on further development in Warringah is 

the lack of adequate public and road transport facilities. This was the basis of Council's flat 

freeze and the gazettal of Interim Development Order 69. The residential Zones in the Study 

Area represent a major potential population growth aourco in the Shire, and could therefore 

be expected to contribute to a further deterioration in the Shire's overall traffic and 

tranaport situation. This aspect is detailed in Town Planning Report 77/35 to Town Planning 

and Building Committee 27.7.1977 concerning the abandonment of the Warringah 

Expressway. At the local scale, further residential development on the western foreshores 

and Scotland Island will inevitably generate more traffic in the Pittwater Area. At present, 

the western foreshore settlements are accessible only by fire trails, which are not open to 

residential traffic. However, full development of these zones would increase the pressure for 

formal road access, with its consequent detrimental effects on the National Park. In the 

immediate future, given present levels of development, the construction of such roads is 

highly unlikely. Cottage Point, however, is already connected by road through Ku-ring- gai 

Chase. Any further residential development at Cottage Point will definitely increase vehicular 

traffic through the Chase, and as this traffic will primarily be non-users of the national park, 

the amenity of the park will be detrimentally affected. Although it is not possible to quantify 

the traffic generated by Cottage Point, figures extracted from Department of Main Roads 

traffic counts indicate that it is significant. This is based on the assumption that the great 

majority of cars, using Ku-ri.sg-gai Chase and its facilities would drive through the park and 

across both intersections, while the traffic generated solely by Cottage Point would, in the 

main, cross the Coal and Candle Creek/McCarrs Creek Roads intersection only. 

At a Special Meeting held October 5 1977 extra add-ins to the Scotland Island reserves and 

parks, some adjacent to the wharves, shares: 

Matters for discussion with Councils Solicitor (continued) in relation to Item (d) above, (i) that 

the conference referred to in Council's decision at Ordinary Meeting 29.8.1977, be not held; 

(ii) that in lieu, Council now seek an urgent deputation to the Minister for Planning and 

Environment, to be also attended by representatives of the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service, with a view to ascertaining whether the Minister will approve in principle, a 

suspension of the planning scheme so as to preclude subdivision of the land at Little 

Mackeral Beach, but so as to preserve the owners rights to compensation at Residential (a) 

values in the event of public acquisition of the land. in relation to Item (e) above. it be noted 

that the Town Planner is preparing a further report for consideration by the Town Planning 

and Building Committee; * in relation to Item (h) above, it be noted that the Shire Clerk 

reported that valuations as shown below had been obtained from Weight and Company for 



the parcels of land indicated - Harold Reserve $ 400 Pathilda Park 540 Catherine Park 

1,250 Leahvera Reserve 800 Elizabeth Park 2,250 FURTHER THAT Council offers to acquire 

the land from the present legal owners for public reserves by transfer for a nominal 

consideration on the basis of Council meeting all legal and survey costs of the owners; that 

if the above offer is refused, application be made to the Minister for Local Government for 

approval for resumption of the land for the purpose of public recreation. * it be noted that 

the President proposes to arrange an Informal conference involving all Councillors, the Town 

Planner and his senior staff, for the purpose of discussing planning matters. (Crs. 

Dawson/Hummerston) 

Works Committee meeting, Monday 21st November, 1977 6.15 CHURCH POINT COMMUTER 

MOORING - SCOTLAND ISLAND PROGRESS ASSOCIATION (FILE 446/11) Report No. N777335 

(sit) The Scotland Island Progress Association seeks a 15 metre extension of the public 

marina which would increase its capacity from 80 boats to 100 allowing 1.5m per boat. The 

estimated cost in similar construction to the existing is $15,000 based on the original coat in 

1972 including the rise in building cost index to date. A sketch plan accompanying the 

request shows the extension on the Mona Vale and of the marina with a email 1.2m 

extension in the centre for 5 minute commuter pick ups. The estimated cost is equivalent to 

$750 per mooring. The extension suggested will encroach into the Permissive Occupancy held 

by Mitchell Marine Pty. Limited but its usage of the area appears to have declined, the 

Company's activities being now on the western aids of the subject RECOMEMDATION That 

(i)The Association's proposals be approved in principle and listed in the future works ledger 

for consideration for inclusion in a future works programme. (ii)Approval be sought from the 

Land Board Office for the Council's Permissive Occupancy to be extended eastwards into the 

old Mitchell Marine Pty. Limited's area. (iii)The Association be advised in terms of (i) and (ii) 

That this matter be referred to the Standing Committee of the Town Planning & Building 

Committee, dealing with Western Foreshores, as a matter of urgency and the Scotland Island 

Progress Association be advised accordingly. COUNCIl'S DECISION (28.11.71): ADOPTED. 

 to: Ordinary Meeting, Monday, 28th November, 1977. 2.1 (Conttd.) C. BUILDING & SERVICES. 

1. CONSTRUCTION. Work is in progress on mobile caravans, Harbord Beech power boat- 

shed extension, Bilgola Surf Clubhouse, Civic Centre (shelving in printing room), 

preparation of Scotland Island wharves for installation of garbage containers, Newport 

Beach Surf Clubhouse (flooring). Work was completed on Snapperman'e Beach (fencing on 

beach front), Darley Streot/Barrenjoey Road (bus shelter), Collaroy Surf Clubhouse, Davidson 

Bush Fire shed (hose drying pole), B. MAINTENANCE. . Numerous items received attention 

from plumbers, carpenters, painters and glaziers. RECOMI'IENOAT ION That the foregoing 

information be noted. 2337 COUNCIL'S DECISION (28.11.7977): ADOPTED 

 

The Ordinary Meeting held on December 19 1977 records the construction of Carol’s wharf 

has commenced: 



 2.11 CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF SCOTLAND ISLAND WHARF (File 446/02) With Lane 

& Thompson for construction of the Scotland Island Wharf. RECOMMEENDATION: That 

approval be given for the execution under Seal of documents relating to matters covered by 

the foregoing Items 2.1 to 2.11 Inclusive. COUNCIL'S DECISION (19.12.77): ADOPTED. 

CONSTRUCTION. Work is in progress on Mona Vale Surf Clubhouse; Narrabeen Surf 

Clubhouse; Harold Reserve, Scotland lsland - wharf; mobile caravans. Work use completed 

on Avalon Surf Clubhouse; preparation of Scotland Island wharves for installation of garbage 

containers and installation of same; Civic Centres (alteration of desks and mounting of maps 

in Health & Being Department and additional shelving in print room); North Narrabeen Surf 

Club caretaker's flat; Newport Surf Clubhouse and Long Reef Surf Clubhouse. /Cont'd.) 

ORDINARY MEETING _PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 19.12.77 3.0 Category 'B' 

Correspondence _cont'd Item 3.15 _cont'd *;Then there was a wide ranging discussion 

dealing with various questions Including Council's concern over subdivisions, the need to 

preserve the present environment in the areas under discussion, the concern of ratepayers 

about the proposed change in zoning and the view of ratepayers that Council and its 

planners should further the views of the constituents of Councillors rather than Government 

policy on acquisition of land by the National Parks and Wild Life Service. *; 

After further discussion it was MOVED by Mr. A. J. Macken of Bennetts Wharf, Coasters 

Retreat (postal address 7/75 Bradleys Head Road, Mosman, 2088); 'THAT this public meeting 

rejects the recommendations contained in Planner's Report 77/364 and calls upon Council to 

adopt as its policy to guide the work of its planning staff the principle that the ratepayers of 

Scotland Island, West Pittwater and Cottage Point are entitled to retain their present 

Residential 2(a) Zoning.' *;The motion was SECONDED by Mr. L.M. Stewart of 'Camelot' 

Bonnie Doon Wharf, Coasters Retreat (postal address 10/8 Waruda Avenue, Kirribilli, 2061) 

'There followed further discussion and questions were addressed to the Chairman which he 

answered. It was then MOVED. 'That the question be put.' *;This notion was carried on a 

show of hands, The Chairman suggested that the best method of voting on Mr. Mackens 

motion would be for the meeting to divide. The Chairman then put the motion and an 

attempt was made to count hands but this was soon abandoned and, in accordance with the 

Chairman's suggestion, the meeting divided. On a physical count of the ratepayers the 

motion was CARRIED by a MAJORITY of 211 to 16. *;The meeting was informed that 29 

proxies were held and these were proposed to be cast in favour of the motion. The Chairman 

sought the opinion of the meeting on the question of acceptance of the proxies and the 

Chairman ruled the proxies accepted on the voices. *;The Chairman then announced that Mr. 

Macken's motion was carried by a majority of 240 to 16. *;There followed further discussion 

during which the Chairman sought approval of the meeting to the principle that ratepayers 

were opposed to any further large scale subdivision on the Western Foreshores of Pittwater. 

The Meeting agreed on the voices. 



report to: Ordinary Meeting, Monday, 19th December 1977. 2. 0 ENGINEERING MATTERS 2. 1 

REPORT Or WORKS IN HAND OR COMPLETED DURING NOVEMBER, 1977. (rile 438) Report 

No.G77/111 (S/E) WORKS. 1. NORTHERN DISTRICT. Construction works are in progress an 

Hillside Road, Cabarita Road, Grandview Drive, Old Barrenjoey Road, Tennis Court Wharf 

Scotland Island, North Narrabeen High School (drainage). Work was completed on William 

Street, Palm Beach Road, Waratah Street Polo Avenue. Trees blown down in storm removed 

from streets 2 818. 32 tonnes of asphalt were used to resurface sections of George Street, 

section of Myola Road, access road to Avalon Sailing Club, Narrabeen Park Parade, King 

Edward Avenue, Alexandra Crescent, Waratah Street, Rickard Road and Wesley Street. 

Routine maintenance was carried out in zones 9,10, 11, 21 and 22.  

February 8, 1978: 

REPORT TO TOWN PLANNING & BUILDING COMMITTEE _8.2.18 2.3 contd. 2) That to permit 

the establishment and functions of the Joint Consultative Committee in an appropriate 

atmosphere, the resolution of the Town Planning and Building Committee on 7th September, 

1977 be rescinded without prejudice to Council's right to re-examine the proposal then made 

when in a position to finally determine its attitude. 3) That the. Joint Consultative Committee 

be constituted by the Shire President or his nominee, the three Councillors of 'A' Riding, one 

representative of each residents1 association in the area affected and two representatives of 

an Investigative Committee previously set up by a public meeting. 4) That the Planning and 

Environment Commission be advised accordingly.*; (Crs. Baternan/Beckman) 1) In respect of 

Scotland Island, the Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point, Council apply to the 

Minister for Planning and Environment to suspend the provisions of the Warringah Shire 

Planning Scheme in respect of all that land currently zoned Residential 2A on Scotland Island, 

the Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point and introduce an interim 

development order providing (a) That Dwelling Houses be a purpose for which buildings or 

works may be erected or carried out or used, subject to such conditions as may be imposed 

by the Council, provided that the Council shall not be entitled to refuse its consent to such 

application, but may attach to its consent such conditions as it may think proper to impose 

relating to those matters listed for consideration hereunder: 1' (b) Hight Control. The 

maximun height of a dwelling measured at any point on the building directly above the 

natural ground level shall not exceed eight metres. N.B. Natural ground level means the 

actual physical level of the land at the time the building application is made. -. (c) Site 

Coverage. The following area of the site shall remain in its natural state: I) Not less than fifty 

percent where the site has an area of 700 square metres or less. Ii) Not less than sixty 

percent where the site has an area of . 700 to 1000 square metres. lii) Not less than seventy 

five percent where the site has an area of 1000 to 2500 square metres. iv) Not less than 

eighty percent where the site has an area in excess of 2500 square metres. (d) Building 

Quality. The general building design together with materials used for external roof and wall 

cladding shall be of acceptable architectural merit. Roof an4lor wall sheeting shall …. 



REPORT TO TOWN PLANNING & BUILDING COMMITTEE _2.3 contd. v) (a) Council may 

propose a County Open Space reservation over the whole of the areas affected by the State 

Government's acquisition proposal, thus restricting any further residential development; (b) 

In relation to Scotland Island, Council may adopt the proposal contained in (iv)(b) above. 15) 

It is considered the inconsistency between Council's Planning Scheme and the State 

Government's acquisition policy cannot be ignored as a reconciliation Is necessary to enable 

the adequate planning of both the study areas and adjacent localities. RECOMMENDATION: 

1) In respect of Scotland Island1Council apply to the Minister for Planning and Environment 

to suspend the provisions of the Warringah Shire Planning Scheme in respect of all that land 

currently zoned Residential 2(a) on Scotland Island and introduce an Interim Development 

Order providing (a)that Dwelling Houses be a.p;rpose for which buildings or works may be 

erected or carried out-or used subject to such conditions as may be imposed by the Council 

provided that; the Council shall not be entitled to refuse its consent to such application but 

may attach to its consent such conditions as it may: think proper to impose relating to those 

matters listed for consideration in Clause (b)(vii) listed hereunder........ (b) (i) Hei?ht 

Control: ;A building shall not be erected within the area where the maximun height of such 

building measured at any point on the building directly above the natural ground level 

exceeds 8 metres;. N.B. ;Natural ground level means the actual physical level of the land at 

the time an application is made under this Order . for development consent relating to such 

land;. (U) Site Coverage: ;Within the area, not less than 50% of the site shall remain in its 

natural state, where the site has an area of 700 sq.m. or less; not less than 60% of the site 

shall remain In its natural state where the site has an area of .1 700 to 1,000 sq.m.; not less 

than 75% of the site shall remain In Its natural state where the site has an area of 1,000 

sq.m. to 2,500 sq.m.; and not less than 80% of the site shall remain In its natural state where 

the site has an area in excess of 2,SOOsqm; (iii)Building Qua]j (a) ;Subject to paragraph (b), 

all external wall cladding, roofs and window frames of any building or any appurtenance 

thereto shall be of a dark tone colour and low reflective quality and shall, in Council's 

opinion, blend with the landscape of the site and its surroundings. (b) The Council may 

permit anodized window frames, or lightly coloured wall cladding, provided that not more 

than 10% of the total external wall area and appurtenances is covered by such material; (iv) 

Landscaping *;Any application for the erection or use of a building In the area shall be 

accompanied by plans and details showing proposed landscaping of the site, including the 

number and type of trees and shrubs to be planted, these trees and shrubs being of, native 

(Australian) variety. 

REPORT TO TOWN PLANNING & BUILDING COMNITTEE _8.2.78 2.3 contd. __That the 

previous decision in regard to proposed rezoning to 2(e) and the present submission not be 

proceeded with, and that the Town Planner and Shire Health & Building Surveyor draft a 

building code as policy for Council for future development of residential cottages at Scotland 

Island, the Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point, this policy to include 

requirements l;sted In Clause 1 (b) (I) to (viii) of Town Planner's Report 78/43 and submitted 



to a future Town Planning & Building Committee for consideration. FURTHER, that in the light 

of the Minister's recently reaffirmed policy in regard to the eventual acquisition of the 

Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point properties and Council's seventeen (17) 

year old poicy of no further subdivisions on the Western Foreshores, that Council, in future 

planning of the area of Church Point and Palm Beach, not make provision for any population 

growth of the Western Foreshores, but take into account only the future development of 

Scotland Island. FURTHER, that a full report be supplied by the Town Planner on the available 

residential blocks not yet built upon the Western Foreshore areas and at -. Cottage Point. 

AND FURTHER THAT Council oppose the subdivision of Currawong strongly, on the basis of 

its long-standing policy of no further subdivision on the Western Foreshores and the 

Minister for Planning & Environment and the Senior Chairman of the Appeals Tribunal be 

advised accordingly. ! (Crs.Dawson/Couvret) 18 NOTE: The foregoing was carried on 

amendment after the following notions were successively superseded. *;Having regard to the 

overwhelmingly unfavourable response received from affected rate payers to the resolution 

of the Town Planning and Building Committee of 7.9.77 giving approval in principle to 

Planner's Report 77/364. _And having regard to the positive and productive communication 

which the circulation of that resolution has now established between Council and the rate 

payers of the Pittwater Western Foreshores, Scotland Island and Cottage Point which has 

made available data and material slot available to Council at the time when Planner's Report 

77/364 was submitted; And having regard to the mutual interest which Council and the 

affected rate ' payers have in all proposals genuinely directed to preserving and enhancing 

the natural beauty of their freeholds and their retention in private ownership as at present; 

1) That all affected rate payers and this Council be represented, on a joint consultative 

comittee to draw up detailed submissions for consideration by Council. The guidelines for the 

functioning of the joint consultative committee be as follows:(a) The report of the joint 

Consultative Committee be submitted for consideration by Council's meeting in June 1978. 

(b) The basis for deliberation to be detailed proposals for action 'either by Council or other 

authorities or of a voluntary character directed to preserving and enhancing the natural 

beauty of the property of rate payers, its retention in private ownership, its development in 

strict harmony with the existing environment and total opposition to any commercial 

development whether on existing freehold land or adjoining land in the ownership of either 

the crown or the National Parks and Wildlife Service; 

REPORT TO TOWN PLANNING & BUILDING COMIIITTEE _8 2 78 2.3 REVIEW OF RESIDENTIAL 

ZONES _PITTWATER WESTERN FORESHORES, SCOThA1ID ISLAND AND C011AGE POINT. (File 

531/1) TP78143. 1) At Town Planning Building Committee 7.9.77 Council considered Planner' 

Report 77/364 relating to this matter and resolved _;1) That Council support an application 

to the Minister for Planning and Environment to suspend the provisions of the Warringah 

Shire Planning Schene in respect of all those lands currently zoned Residential 2(a) on 

Scotland Island, the western foreshores of Pittwater, and Cottage Point, and the 

Implementation of zone Residential 2(e) on this land, except where allotments have been 



acquired for public recreation purposes, when the Existing 1icreation 6(a) is to be 

Implemented. This is detailed on Plan PA190. ii) That prior to the application being forwarded 

to the Minister, the proposal be advert used by newspaper advertisements, by the 

notification of all affected landowners by letter: and by exhibition of the proposal In the Civic 

Centre, for a period of 28 days. . .111) On the expiry of the advertising period, a further 

report be prepared to Council documenting any representations, for a final determination of 

o Council's attitude, with the application and representations then being forwarc.3d to the 

Minister for his consideration Iv). With regard to open space-zoned land to which Council has 

title, located ic -C 2: on the western foreshores of Pittwater, the National Parks and Wildlife 

Service be advised that Council favours the incorporation of this laid' Into Ku-ring-gal Chase 

National Park, pending legal advice from the. Planning and Environment Commission as to 

how this is to be achiever' 2) Planner's Report 77/364 came about as a result of (a)the 

refusal of the Local Government Appeals Tribunal to adopt Council's policy of restricting 

subdivision creating new blocks in this area; (b)Council's legal advice that to adequately 

enforce a prohibition of further subdivision creating new blocks an amendment-to the 

Planning Scheme would be i-equired;_1; (c)The rejection by the Minister for Planning and 

Environment of Council's request for suspension of the Planning Scheme in respect of the 

subject areas to effectively prohibit subdivision; (d)The advice of the Planning and 

Environment Commission that should the Council wish this matter to be reconsidered, then 

further detailed information would need to be furnished to the}Commission. / 3) At Ordinary 

Meeting 31 10 77 Council resolved to extend the period of exhibition of the proposal to 

16.1.78 and to call a public meeting to explain the procedures 4) Exhibitions of the Planner's 

report together with appropriate plans were … at the Civic. Centre and Mona Vale Library. 5) 

A public meeting was convened by Council and chaired by the Shire -. _President at-the 

Mona Vale Memorial Hall on 29.11.77. _At this meeting the Shire ___President and the Shire 

Planner explained the suspension proposals and answered questions raised from the floor. 

Council has been advised of a motion which was moved and carried to the following 

effrct4' ;That this public meeting rejects recommendations contained in Planner's report 

77/364 and calls upon Council to adopt as its policy to guide the work of its Planning staff 

the principle that the ratepayers of Scotland Island, Wett Pittwater and Cottage Point are 

entitled to retain their Present.Re;. dentia1 2(a) zoning*;  REPORT TO TOWN FUNNING & 

BUILDING COMMITTEE _8.3.78 (Item b.3 cont'd) COMMITTEE'S DECISION (8.3.78): That 

Clauses A. and C. of the foregoing recommendation be adopted and that Clause B. be altered 

to read *;That membership of the Committee be altered by inviting:(I) in addition to the 

existing Government Department membership, one representative each from the Fisheries 

Department and the Maritime Services Board and the Vice Chairman of the Town Planning & 

Building Committee to be the co-ordinator. (ii) the Bayview/Church Point Progress 

Association be Invited to nominate three representatives; the Scotland Island Residents 

Association, one representative and the Western Foreshores Progress Association, one 

representative.  



 

February 27 1978: 

PROJECTS PROPOSED FOR INCLUSION IN THE FUTURE WORKS LEDGER 'A' RIDING rt o 

Progressive Provisional j Number Description of Project Estimate $ C, 42. (rile 446/9) 0 Tennis 

Court Wharf - Scotland Island C. It be reaffirmed that the replacement of the existing shark 

proof C. fence, construction of a catwalk atop the new fence and dredging CD - CD of a 

channel adjacent to the fence at Tennis Court Wharf be included for consideration in a Future 

Works programme............ $8,000 -o - Note: a At O.M. 29.8.77 Council resolved that the 

above work be listed in the Future Works Ledger, However, the Scotland Island Residents 

Association has requested inclusion in the N 1978 Works Programme. C N CD (File 446/11) 43 

'C Church Point Commuter Mooring cc It be reaffirmed that the 15m extension to the public 

marina at Church Point be included for consideration in a Future Works Programme $15,000 

-Note: At 0.M 28.11.77 Council resolved-that the above work be listed - in the Future Works 

Ledger. However, the Scotland Island Residents Association has requested inclusion in the 

1978 Works Programme. 44. (File ESF.1913) -o Golf Avenue, Mona Vale - 01 Sealing-of the 

carpark in Golf Avenue at the eastern end and the 1 construction of a concrete footpath from 

Golf Avenue to the constructed _I section of Surfview Road $10,500 

George Street, Avalon 47 g 3 Construction of kerb and guttering and pavement widening 

fronting the property of Careel Boat Services Pty. Ltd., George Street, Avalon and . . the 

entrance to the adjacent Public Wharf to prevent storimqater entering the premises and 

depositing silt........................................ . . 4,000 . ti. 33. (File ESF. 1835) . . Approach to Public 

Wharf, George Street, Avalon Spraying of Gunite on the western stone batter of the 

Approach Jetty to George Street Public Wharf ............................................. - 2,000 NOTE: 

Inspection of the Wharf approach jetty shows the stone batter on - the western side to be in 

various stages of collapse along its length, eventuating in the erosion of the internal fill 

material. w '-a Spraying of Gunite along the face of the stone batter will resist  the impact 

from tidal movements.  

March 28 1978: 

CONSTRUCTION. Work is in progress on gangers' caravans, Library book trolleys, Belrose 

Oval practice cricket wicket, Avalon Community Hall re; roofing, fibreglass garbage 

containers and Harold Reserve wharf.  

Report to Works Committee Meeting, Monday, 17th April, 1978. 4.25 HAROLD RESERVE 

WHARF, SCOTLAND ISLAND. - Report No. N78/98 (5/E) (rile 446/02) Scotland Island 

Residents' Association, expressing approval for the construction of the new public wharf 

and suggesting Council might like to join the Association in organising an official opening 

ceremony. The Association recommends the new wharf be officially designated as ‘Carol’s 

Wharf’ based on its desire to maintain local flavour by paying tribute to ex-member of the 



Association (now residing elsewhere) whose efforts in the negotiation stage with Council 

was of great assistance. 

As far as it is known none of the other public wharves on Scotland Island have been 

officially named and the designation of Bell wharf, Tennis Court wharf etc. have been 

adopted by popular usage.  

RECCOMMENDATION 

1. That the Association be advised the Council has no objection to the new Scotland 

Island wharf being named Carol’s Wharf. 

2. That the request for an official opening ceremony be referred for consideration to 

the ‘A’ Riding Councillors. 

ADOPTED: 24.4.1978 – ad recorded I Minutes of Meeting (Ordinary) held same date. 

Also on April 24, 1978: 

Reserves (Cont,) Vote Expend. Start COMP. Come. Recos. Recom. to 780  

Scotland Island Wharf $27,907 Voted to Expend: $12,083  

Dune 80 a -S 768 Rockbath Ad, Palm Beach (also 0 contra $1,530) 1,530 1,450 100 168 

Grandview Drive. Also U.L.R. 5,755 4,9B1 June 50 U, ** a. Church Point Wharf Mooring 2,500 

. ___a a. 1 _c Scotland Island Community Hall 6,000 

ORDINARY MEETING, 24TH.APR1L,.1978 Questions _continued Councillor F.M. Beckman:. _-. 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED COMMUNITY CENTRE, SCOTLAND ISLAND . (File 82/200) 

QUESTION: ;Could a report be submitted to the appropriate committee on the present 

position regarding the availability of land at Scotland Island for the proposed community 

centre?; ANSWER: ;Yes. 

 

Report to Town Planning and Building Committee Meeting, Wednesday. 3rd May, 1978. 

1.5JOINT REPORT BY SHIRE HEALTH AND BUILDING SURVEYOR AND TOWN PLANNER DRAFT 

BUILDING CODE FOR SCOTLAFIDISLAr1D, WESTERN FORESIIORES OF PITTWATER AND 

COTTAGE POINT - M/tlisc.2/12/78 - 1P78/43. (FILE 531/1/2) At the Town Planning and 

Building Committee meeting of 8.278, in considering a report from the Town Planner 

concerning the review of Residential Zones in the Scotland Island, Western Foreshores of 

Pittwater and Cottage Point area; and the introduction of a new 2(e) Residential Zone, 

Council resolved (inter alia) - ;That the previous decision in regard to proposed rezoning to 

2(e) and the present submission not be proceeded with, and that the Town Planner and Shire 

Health & Building Surveyor draft building code as policy for Council for future development of 

residential cottages at Scottland Island, the Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage 

Point, this policy to include requirements listed in Clause I (b) (i) to (viii) of Town Planners 

Report 78/43 and submitted to t future Town Plannin9 & Building Conmittee for 



consideration,; Senior staff of the Health & Building and Town Planning Departments have 

carried out general inspections from Pittwater of the subject areas and following detailed 

discussions, have p:epared th2foFlowing Draft Code. Contact has a1sobeen ?hade with a 

representative of the Residents' Investigative Committee and it is proposed that if the Draft 

Code is adopted, the matter would then be further discussed with representatives of the 

Progress Associations and other interested parties, and then referred back to the Town 

Planning and Building Coninittee for final adoption. ,.. DRAFT BUILDING CODE FOR 

SCOTLMND ISLAND, THE WESTERN FORESHORES OF PITTWkTER AND COTTAt1'UThT If 

INTRODUCTION. 1.1 This Code shall be known as the Scotland Island,Western Foreshoras of 

Pittwater and Cottage Point Building Code. 1.2 ' This Code has been adopted by resolution of 

Council for application under Part XI of the Local Government Act. 1.3 This Code s1hould be 

read in conjunction with other statutory requirements and attention is particularly directed 

to the 15metre Foreshore, and 6.5metre Street, building lines, 1.4. The philosophy of this 

Code is to ensure that future development within the_Residential ?(a) zoning of Scotland 

Island, Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottaga- Point is carried out with the least effect 

on the natural setting, C' and is in harmony t'ith the amenity of these areas. 0' 1.5*; Pursuant 

to the provisions of Part. II and in particular, Section 313 of°the Local Government Act and 

Ordinance 70, the following Building code shall be applied in addition. (Cont 'C. 

By this council works report the wharf has been named ‘Carol’s’ in the records kept: 

Report to Works Committee Meeting, 22nd May, 1978 4.11 PUBLIC WHARVES (File 446) 

Ordinance 35A should be extended to include the following wharves in Warringah Shire: 

1.Church Point Cargo Wharf, Pittwater 2.Church Point Commuter Wharf, Pittwater 3.Carol's 

Wharf, Scotland Island 4.Paradise Beach Wharf, Pittwater 5.Currawong Wharf, Pittwater 

6.Bonnie Doon Wharf, Pittwater 7.Bennett's Wharf, Pittwater 8.Towler's Bay Wharf, Pittwater 

9.Hall's Wharf, Pittwater 10.Elvina Bay North Wharf, Pittwater 11.Elvina Bay South Wharf, 

Pittwater 12.Cottage Point Wharf, Cowan Creek The main purpose of this extension is to 

enable the Wharfinger to regulate the delivery and storage of materials at the Church Point 

Cargo Wharf. The other wharves mentioned are used from time to time for these purposes, 

and it is desirable that the Ordinance be applied to them also to facilitate control when the 

need arises. RECOMMENDATION: That application.be made to the Department of Local 

Government for extension of Ordinance 35A to cover the various wharves listed above. 

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION: That the foregoing recommendation be adopted. 743 

COUNCIL'S DECISION (29.5.1978): ADOPTED 

Report to Town Planning and Building Committee Meeting, Wednesday, 7th June, T978. 1.7 

PREPARATION OF DRAFT BUILDING CODE - SCOTLAND ISLAND, WESTERN FORESHORES OF -

PITTWATER AND COTTAGE POINT - M/Misc.4/39/78. (FILE 531/1/2) Arising from the 

resolution of the Town Planning and Building Committee on 3.5.78, meeting was held at 2 

p.m. on 25.5.78 at the Civic Centre and was attended by representatives from - Scotland 

Island Residents' Association, West Pittwater Progress Association, Cottage Point Progress 



Association, Coasters Retreat Progress Association, The Investigative Committee - the Shire 

Health Surveyor, Town Planner and Deputy Town Planner, and was chaired by Councillor 

Bateman. Apart from several issues which are to be redrafted and submitted to a later 

meeting, the representatives in attendance were generally in agreement, with two 

exceptions, with principles enunciated by the Draft Code. Minutes are to be distributed to the 

representative organisations for discussion at their, respective Associations and a further 

meeting is to be held at 2 p.m. on 6.7.78 at the Civic Centre. RECOMMENDATION: 143 That 

the information be noted. COMMITTEE'S DECISION (7.6.1978): That the foregoing 

recommendation be adopted. (Crs. Begaud/Power) 

Report to Works Committee Meeting, Monday 19th June, 1978 4.16 CAROL'S WHARF, 

SCOTLAND ISLAND - CONTRACT No. 6/77 Report No. N78/168 (S/E) (FILE 446/02) 

Construction of Carol's wharf has now been completed and work additional to the contract 

was necessary by way of the relocation of five moorings and construction of extra length 

of wharf end abutments at the landward end of the wharf. The cost of the additions to the 

contract Is $3192 and there are sufficient funds remaining in the allocation for this work to 

cover this amount. The proposals herein for voting of moneys or far the adjustment of votes, 

as the case may be, have been concurred with by the Treasurer. RECOMMENDATION That the 

construction of extra length of wharf and abutments on the landward end of Carol's wharf 

and the relocation of five moorings, at a cost of $3192, be treated as additions to Contract 

No. 677, and that the original contract price be increased by this amount. COMMITTEE'S 

RECOMMENDATION: That the foregoing recommendation be adopted. 927COUNCIL'S 

DECISION (26.6.1978): ADOPTED  

June 24th, 1978: 

 acquisition of splay corners for road widening 4.16 Carol's Wharf, Scotland Island. Ref: 

1132 4.17 Mona Vale Road - Dual Carriageway Standard Ref: 1133 4.18 Proposed Closure 

Part Pittwater Road, Ref: 1134 Mona Vale  

Report to Works Committee Meeting, Monday 24th July, 1978 4.18 CARGO WHARF. CHURCH 

POINT Report No; N78/175 (S/E) (FILES 446/01 and 97) ; Letter from Mr. D. Vibert of 172 

Richard Road, Scotland Island, requesting permission to piece an industrial waste container 

and incinerator inside the storage compound at Cargo Wharf, Church Point, for the disposal 

of builders' waste from Scotland Island. Mr. Vibert has indicated that the compound has an 

area of 168 sq.m and the container would occupy approximately 3 sq.m of the available 

area. The use of an incinerator in the compound is contrary to the provisions of the Clean Air 

Act. - - RECOMMENDATION - 1. That Mr. D. Vibert be advised that permission is granted for 

the installation of an industrial waste container in the Cargo Compound at Church Point 

subject to the container being cleared fortnightly and the area around the container being 

kept, in a clean condition and upon failure to comply with these requirements Council will 

revoke the permission given, further 2. That Council is unable to accode to the request for 

the installation of an incinerator as its operation would contravene the provisions of the 



Clean Air Act. COMMITTEE' S RECOMMENDATION:. That the foregoing recommendation be 

adopted. 1141 COUNCIL'S DECISION (31.7.1978): 

ORDINARY MEETING 31st JULY, 1978. CATEGORY ;A; (Cont'd) ; 1.4 MR. M. .J. PFEILER - 

CHURCH POINT MINI MARKET AND POST OFFICE (PITTWATER MARINE BUILDING) ; (File 522) 

From Mr. M. J. Pfeiler, the Sub-Lessee of the Church Point Mini Market and Post Office, 

Pittwater Road, Church Point advancing a number of reasons for the retention of these 

premises and enclosing a Petition signed by approximately 1,200 persons, either residents of 

Church Point, Scotland Island, the Western Shores of Pittwater or users of boating facilities in 

Pittwater who support the retention, in its present form, of the subject building. NOTE BY 

SHIRE CLERK Whilst a Development Application in respect of the Pittwater Marine Building 

has been received, processing thereof is being delayed because of deficiencies in the 

Application, the main one being that the owner's consent (Lands Department) has, not been 

furnished. RECOMMENDATION: That the foregoing be noted. 1198 COUNCIL'S DECISION 

(31.7.1978): That this matter be the subject of discussion by the Town Planner and 

representatives of the Lands Department for report to the Town Planning and Building 

Committee for further consideration as a confidential item. (Crs Hummerston/Nicholls) 

(;COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE;) NOTE: Prior to Council resolving to discuss this matter 

in ;Committee of the Whole; (Crs. Dawson/Beckman) the following motions/amendments 

had received consideration:- Motion: That the foregoing be noted and that the matter be 

considered £ as a confidential item at the next meeting of the .Town Plann- ing and l3uilding 

Committee, with a report from the Town Planner. (Crs. Hummerston/Bradford) fl 

Amendment: That Council advise the Lands Department that it favours the retention of the 

structure. (Crs. Bateman/Beckman) Foreshadowed Amendment: That Council advise the 

Lands Department that it favours the retention at Church Point of the facilities provided by 

the present ;Mini Market;. (Cr. Power)  

Report to Town Planning & Building Committee Meeting, Wednesday, 9th August, 1978: 

Report to Town Planning and Building Committee Meeting 9th August, 1978 2.14 OLD 

CUSTOMS HOUSE SITE _PORTION 226, SOUTH WEST FORESHORE, BARRENJOEY PENINSULA, 

PALM BEACH (File 90) (T.P. Report 78/381) Letter dated 21.6.1978 has been received from 

the Minister for Administrative Services, Senator The Right Hon. R.G. Withers, regarding the 

possible future protection and preservation of this particular site and the remains of the 

Old Customs House thereon and the nearby remains of the old convict wharf. The main 

text of the letter is as follows: *’’I appreciate Council's objective of preserving the historic 

features of Barrenjoey Peninsula, and I am prepared to assist the Shire as much as possible. 

However, an important consideration is that as the future use of the Commonwealth land on 

the Peninsula has not yet been decided, any initial arrangements between the 

Commonwealth and the Shire in respect of the Customs House must necessarily, be 

temporary. *;I suggest that the Shire might care to accept a Permissive occupancy of the 

remains of the Customs House and the appurtenant land. An essential condition of any such 



arrangement would be that the Council would undertake to indemnify the Commonwealth 

as owner against claims for personal injury, or property damage arising in connection with 

the land and structures held under the Permissive Occupancy. *;A Permissive Oceupaney'of 

the site would give the Shire sufficient control of the area to protect the remains and would 

allow the erection of a fence, as envisaged by resolution (d) of the Town Planning and 

Building Committee. In the event of the Shire being unable to accept, a Permissive 

Occupancy, the Commonwealth would have to demolish the remains as a safety measure 

due to their structural instability. For this reason also, the Commonwealth would require 

that the Shire undertake the responsibility of demolishing the remains and clearing the 

site, should the Shire subsequently decide against preserving them. *’’The remains of the 

jetty, referred to in resolution (c) of the T.P.B.C., lie within that portion of Barrenjoey 

Peninsula which the Commonwealth is negotiating to sell to the State of N.S.W. There 

would be no objection on the part of the Commonwealth to the Shire undertaking at its 

expense the removal and preservation of the sandstone blocks, provided the Shire obtains 

prior approval of the appropriate N.S.W. authorities.’’. (Item 2.14 contd.) (b) That Council 

undertakes to indemnify the Common wealth as owner against any claims for personal injury 

or property damage arising in connection with the land and structures held by Council under 

any Permissive, Occupancy. (2) That upon Council being granted Permissive Occupancy of 

the site, Council's Insurance Officer make the necessary arrangements in pursuit of (b) 

above. (3) That when the details of the abovementioned Permissive Occupancy have been 

finalised, and the necessary approvals obtained from the N.S.W. Lands Department, 

arrangements be made to erect a fence around the subject site and designs be prepared 

for a memorial cairn on the old Customs House site, or other appropriate structure on the 

site of the old convict wharf, using the old hand-hewn sandstone blocks at present in 

Council's Northern Districts Works Depot site at Mona Vale and further examination be 

made of the remaining sandstone fireplaces and chimneys on the old Customs House site, 

with a view to their possible preservation or restoration if structurally sound. (4) That the 

Palm Beach and District Citizens' Association be advised of the above.? COMMITTEE'S 

DECISION (9.8.1978): That the foregoing recommendation be adopted 

Same meeting reports: 

1.1 BUILDING CODE FOR SCOTLAND ISLAND, WESTERN FORESHORES OF PITTWATER AND 

COTTAGE POINT (FILE 531/1/2) This matter was last before Council at its Town Planning & 

Building Committee Meeting of 3.5.78 when it was resolved ;That the foregoing Code be 

received by Council as a Draft Code, to be the basis of discussion at a meeting to be convened 

and attended by two nominated representatives from appropriate Progress Associations and 

Representative Groups and appropriate Senior Officers and interested Councillors.; Following 

adoption of the above resolution, a SUb Cornuittee with Councillor Datenan as Chairman 

met on two occasions, on 23.5.78 and again on 6.7.78. Citizen Groups represented were - 

Scotland Island Residents' Association, West P1 ttwater Progress Association Coasters 

Retreat Progress Association Great Mackerel Beach Progress Association Cottage Point 



Progress Association, and the Investigative Conmittee; in addition, appropriate Senior 

Council staff from Town Planning and Health & Building Departments were in attendance. 

The meetings enjoyed a constructive and participative atmosphere, and the foI lowing Code 

is the result of -amendments and refi nements to the Draft Code, and has the support of the 

Sub Comittee. * * * * * * * * BUILDING CODE FOR SCOTLAND ISLAND, WESTERN 

FORESHORES OF PITTIIATER AND AM COTTAGE POINT INTRODUCTION - 1.1 This Code shall 

be known as the Scotland Island, Western Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point Building 

Code. 1.2 This Code has been adopted by resolution of Council on 9th August, 1978 for 

application under Part XI of the Local Government Act. It has also been adopted by 

resolution of the same date under Clause 36(d) of the Shire of Warringah Planning Scheme 

Ordinance for those non-residential land uses where a Development Application is 

statutorily required. Council has the power to vary -. this Code by resolution in respect of 

special circumstances. (Cont'd).... Report to Town Planning & Building Comittee Meeting, 

Wednesday, 9th August, 1978. 1.1 (Cont'd) 1.3 This Code should be read in conjunction with 

other statutory requirements and attention is particularly directed to the 15 metre 

Foreshore, and 6.5 metre Street, building lines. 1.4 The philosophy of this Code is to ensure 

that future development within the Residential 2(a) zoning of Scotland Island, Western 

Foreshores of Pittwater and Cottage Point is carried out with the least effect on the natjiral 

setting, and is In harmony with the visual amenity of these areas as long established 

residential areas of considerable natural beauty and to assist landowners to maxinise the 

potential of their blocks. 1.5 Pursuant to the provisions of Part XI and in particular, Section 

313 of the Local Government Act and Ordinance 70, the following Building Code shall be 

applied in addition to the existing general requirements of Council for the erection of 

buildings in these areas. DESIGN CRITERIA 2.1 Height Control: The maximum height of a 

building measured at any point on the building directly above the natural ground level shall 

not exceed 8 metres. N.B. ;Natural ground level; means the actual physical Tiel of the land at 

the time the building application is made. 2.2 Site Coverage: A building shall not be erected 

If the site coverage exceeds 40%. N.B. S1te coverage*; means the total areas of those parts 

of: 1111 site that are occupied by buildings and other structures, Including swinining pools. 

2.3 BuildingQuality: (a)The general building design, together with materials used for external 

roof and wall finishes shall be of I suitable architectural merit. Roof and Wall finishes 

preferably shall be of low reflective quality andof, harmonious colours. (b)Where a building 

is proposed to be elevated on footings in such a manner as to create a void area between 

the ground level and the underfloor area, such void area is to be screened to Council's C 

satisfaction by an appropriate structure and/or appropriate landscaping. 2.4 Landscaping: A 

building application shall be accompanied by a pin showing any proposed landscaping of the 

site including the number and type of trees and shrubs to be planted; Native Australian 

varieties preferred. Areas to be retained in their natural state to be Indicated on block plan. 

HELD 9/8/78 Report to Town Planning and Building Committee Meeting - 9th August, 1978 H 

2.8 SURVEY OF VACANT BUILDING ALLOTMENTS ON THE WESTERN - . . FORESIIOHES OF 

PITTWATER AND AT COTTAGE P01NT (File 531/1) T.P. Report No. 78/380 1. At T.P,B.C. 



8.2.1978 Council considered T.P. Report 78/43 relating to review of residential zones - Pitt- 

water Western Foreshores, Scotland Island and Cottage Point. Council resolved, inter 

alia, ;That a full report be supplied by the Town Planner on the available residential blocks 

not yet built upon the western foreshcre areas and at Cottage Point.; 2. Council's records do 

not contain the necessary information to supply the data required by the abovementioned 

Council resolution. In order to attempt to provide the information sought, in the resolution, 

the following activity steps have been undertaken. A. Field survey and counts of vacant 

allotments. B. Computer run through Council's rate assessment records to identify yacant 

land as coded by the Valuer General's Department.. C. Computer run through Mackellar 

County Council records to identify properties to which an electric- ity service is rendered, 

thereby isolating them as improved properties. D. Study of council's 1978 aerial photographs 

and ?0rrttion with 1:4000 base map overlay. 3. Correlation of the abovementioned sources 

of data - have disclosed a number of discrepancies and consequently the number of vacant 

lots listed below should be regarded as an approximation only. 4. Area Number of Vacant 

Building Lots Southern western foreshores of Pittwater (Towlers Bay and south) 47 Northern 

western foreshores of Pittwater (Coasters Retreat and north) 39 Cottage Point - 10 Total . 96 

Scotland Island 161 Overall Total 257 

The ordinary meeting held august 28 1978 confirms the price, excluding the extra allowed 

for, for the Carol’s wharf: 

Vote No. Item Vote Expend. Start Comp. Comp. Recom. Recom. CD t'3 Northern District p. rt 

CD Ex Reserves - .. p. '1 C) (DC 768 Rockbath Rd., Palm Beach CD (also cont. $1,000) 1,530 

450 . lOOF 1,080 ;c. 544 ..780 Scotland Island Wharf 27,907 27,363  

w B.P. REF. 721 Report to Commuunity Services Committee Meeting, Wednesday, 12th April, 

1978. 4.2 GARBPGE MD EFFLIJENT/SULLAGE SERVICE _SUIARY OF OPERATIONS (FILE 313) 

GARBAGE SERVICE STATISTICS Figures for the four week period ending 31.3.78 recording 

complaints lodged with Council and services rendered in the respective zones. Contractors 

Zones Services Complaints Substantiated Rendered Received Complaints Previous Current ) 

4 week 4 week period period J. Johnstone P/Ltd. 1 & 2 47,384 16 10 7 B.Wall 3&4 42,576 8 5 

4 fr K.R. & C. Edwards 5,6,7 & 8 118,816 57 51 32 W. Arrowsmith 9 & 11 70,608 39 35 29 

Forest Excavations 10 43,808 9 2 4 U.D. Health Services 12,13 & 14 83,728 40 34 32 Dawes 

Trade Waste 15,16 & 17 73,632 28 13 9 480,552 197 150 117 unsubstantiated complaints*; 

include those which, upon investigation by either the Contractor or Council's Garbage 

Supervisor, indicate departure from contractual procedure by the Contractor and include 

damaged bins, missed services, half-emptied bins, spilled garbage, excessive noise. Clean-Up 

_Scotland Island and Western Foreshores. The annual Clean-up of Scotland Island and the 

Western Foreshores was conducted over the Easter period with the co-operation of the 

Progress Associations. Barges were placed at Scotland Island and smaller barges were moved 

round the wharves at Towlers, Elvina and Lovett Bays. Approximately 300 cubic yards of 

Clean-up material were removed by contractor, resulting in some 18 truck loads being taken 



to the tip. Clean-up material included three abandoned motor vehicles and one abandoned 

truck. The first Clean-up in 1978 for the remainder of the Shire is presently in progress and 

first indications are that the volume of material placed out for collection is extremely heavy. 

EFFLUENT STATISTICS January February March Prenises on seice rv 5,0&6 4,974 4,694 Sewer 

connections . 26 101 190 New services 27 Nil 9 Average volume per truck per shift (kl) 46.81 

46.36 46.56 Actual loads collected 2,386 2,357 2,372 Actual pumpings made 8,494 8,586 

8,544 Average actual pumps per truck per shift 12.66 12.96 12.81 Average volume per pump 

(kl) 3.70 3.58 3.64 Total volume collected 31,395 30,725 31,100 Number of nil pumps 823 

733 778 Actual trucks used 670.66 662.81 666.70 Nominal trucks 682 692 684 

RECtI4MENDATION: That the Information be noted. 

PAGE H.P. REF. 141 46 Report to Town Pianning and Building Committee Meeting, 3rd May, 

1978. (Item .3.7 Contd.) Although it Is possible to cram in many more -- craft mainly by tying 

latter crat' to the rear acconiodation -- of those first arriving ,comfor,tàble -- is available for 

about 74 cra.t only. This practice -- causes considerable incorsvcrd'ence. -- -misthortage 

has.brc evident fr sometime. ipp.eer.e.1y 1973 when the present facUxty . was~ooip1ztedTh 

was barely adequate as later that year it is noted that the Works Committee 10.9.1973 

considered the Engineers report for a 30.4 metre extension to the 60.9 mctrc existing wharf 

providing an additionaL 2-brths. S The area available for extensions to the present commuter 

moorings is limited; tN - westwards by the Cargo Wharf and'1ntended extensions -J - 

seaward and eastwards by the boundaries of P.O. 70/173 To cater for at least the short-tern' 

demand it is considered that the proposals put forward by the Scotland Island Prorcns 

Association 21/10/77 for a 15111 extension of the public marina eastwards towards the 

Pittwater Marine building is a necessary development. This should be given serious 

consideration by the Sub-Committee in conjunction wit) the points raisei in the Engineer's 

report tu the Wotts Comnixttcc 21/11/?7 on the subject. These are namely that; - The 1977 

cost for a lSin extension raising the capacity to 100 craft plus a 5 minute commuter pick up 

extension would be $15,000. or $750 per mooring. The extension suggested would intrude 

into the P.O. held by Mitchells Marine Pty. ltd. although it is noted that its usage of the U. 

area appears to have declined. At prescnt there is insufficient statistical data to reliably 

forecast future need. It would appear however, that this would be directly proportiohal to 

the rate of population increase and the provision of public, ferry servicds. !icdiurn and long-

term needs may necessitate a scaward extension of wharfage. While this appears - , feasible 

from an engineering point of view the S costs would, excluding inflation, be higher than for 

wharfage erected to date. PAGE 4tiW&teiTo$1vnning & Buxldinv Cornrn).t3y - It may be 

advantageous for planning purposes to have an Engineering Report on the feasibility and 

cost of extending seaward if it is considered that.this form of expansion warrants serious 

consideration. 6.6 Summary The contentions used in arriving at these estini- ates lead to the 

final figures of added space to be provided. In summary: 1. Carparking generated by 

Mitchells marina should not be accomodated in the road reserve or in public carparking 

areas. 2. No provision should be made for trailer boat traffic carparking as this should be 



accomodated at a new facility at Bayview. 3. Sufficierft kèrbside carparking would be 

available for short-time parkers ie. visitors and shoppers. 4. All of the forecasted resident 

traffic generat- ed by Scotland Island and the Lower Western Foreshores should be provided 

for due to praical necessity and lack of alternative locations. 5. No further swinging moorings 

should be allowed in McCarrs Creek. 6. If points 1 - 5 are accepted then: By 1985 260 

carparking spaces or 2.9ha 0 should be added. & By 1995 335 carparking spaces or 3.4ha 

should be added. 7. Because of the congestion e*lsting at the commuter moorings within 

normal working ic.. . hours, the Sub-Committee should give serious consideration to the cost 

and other implications. of expansion of these moorings;  PAGE B.P. REF. 145 51 - (Item 

Y.7.bdan6ød.) N 7.3 Marinas 7.3.1_1 The feasibility for expansion of existing Marinas Ci) 

Mitchells Wharf Marina Although there are no current consents for further bcrths at 

Mitchell's, the company does hold a P.O. (P.0.70/59) which covers an area that plans show 

could accommodate some 240 berths in total. Council in considering past proposals has not 

S . shown concern in regard to expansion. It should be pointed out nevertheless that 

ea:par1:- ing is at present at capacity and. difficulties would be experienced in extending 

space for carparking, commensurate with other needs of the area. (ii) Yachtsmans Wharf 

Marina No permissions for further berths are current for this Matina. It is relevant to note 

that a D.A. 9.2.1977 was refused for conversion of the existing kiosk and part of the boat 

showroom into a licenced restaurant. Council did not favour the proposal and referred it to 

the P.E.C., D.M.R. and Police Department for comment. These authorities replied they were 

against the proposal and the D.A. was refused on the grounds extra parking spaces were 

needed. Inspection on the 28.2.1978 revealed 64 spaces were marked. It was a condition of 

S.L. 64/55 that 68 spaces were needed. Reorganization of the present arca of the site would 

create sufficient space to accommodate 68 spaces but as yet this has not been carried out. 

The accompanying Town Planning Report also notes C-. I that the proposal was brought to 

the attention of 23 residents and 10 replies were received objecting (T.P. Report 77/170). H' 

Although no formal application has yet been lodged, approaches have been made regarding 

0 the possibility of adding an extra 23 berths and the removal of 23 swinging moorings. The 

idea of a restaurant has been dropped by this new owner. 

A strong demand for further on water boat accommodation is projected and this is likely to 

create pressures for; - Expansion of existing marinas - New marinas - Further swinging 

moorings It is necessary that the sub-committee provide guidance for the further planning 

of the area by providing firm recommendations on the following points regarding these 

aspects. (b) (i) Expansion of existing marinas:- opportunities are severely limited primarily 

due to the difficulties of providing-for further carparking. Yachtsmans Wharf and Bakers 

Marinas appear to offer the most potential. This may be reflected in future zoning 7l 

provisions. (ii) The area between Bakers and Cedric Williams Marinas should when reclaimed 

be used as a carpark on a shared basis by the two marinas, as proposed in Varying Scheme 7. 

(e) New marinas:- / Opportunities for construction amseverely.,' 4ited in the study area. It is 

considered that t*; .nly site free of major complication is the br initaining B.Y.R.A. The Sub-



Committee should consir _whether part of this bay could be suitable fon: .,iew marina but 

only on the conditions that the fi ,,hore area within the bay would be extended seg d 

following the recommendations set out in Professsor Hattersley's report to Council, (1972) 

and the B.Y.R.A. building would be relocated to the southeastern end of the bay. (d) Swinging 

Moorings:P That if the M.S.B. is to increase moorings in the study area then further 

discussions should be entered into between Council and the M.S.B., with a view to finding. 

means of providing parking and dinghy storage, as in the past; these landward implications 

have not been significantly recognised. 5. Due to severe congestion at Church Point, the 

expected high growth rate, latent demand and the considerable number of Shire residents 

using the existing facility, Council should proceed, following statutory approvals, in the 

adopted proposal for construction of a major boat launching facility at Bayview Park with the 

firm assurance that this study reinforces the correct- ions of Council's prior decision. (contd.) 

PAGE 67 Minutes To lanning and ilding Committee Meeting . - /arringah Shir- ouncil, 3rd May  

Committee Meeting, 3rd May, 1978. LS (Item 3.7 Cont'd.) 11. THE EFFECTS OF WIDENING 

PITTWATER ROAD (M.R.174) It has not been possible to carry out a satisfactory evaluation of 

the effects of the road improvements shown on Plan 0174.479 MW 2506 and adopted by 

Council S.M. 12.4.78. The D.M.R. proposals submitted to Council on the adopted plan are at 

a very preliminary design stage only. Inadequacies of the (photo mosaic) plan submitted, 

notably distortion, have made it extremely difficult to relate the road alignment shown, to 

maps displaying legal property boundaries. According to approaches made to the D.M.R. it 

has not yet produced a plan which shows the road in relationship to legal property 

boundaries. However, working drawings have been prepared but only north as° far as 

Bayview Place which is outside the study area. As far as can be ascertained from the 

relatively unreliable information presently available, it appears that the new road 

carriageway will encroach onto areas beyond the existing road reserve only in a limited 

number of places. In the majority of cases this is over the seaward road reserve boundary. 

This is shown on Plans P.A.197(a), P.A. 197(b), P.A. 197(c) and P.A. 197(d) prepared by 

Council and subject .to the reservation on accuracy mentioned above. More significant 

encroachments are set out below but care should be taken as the encroachment and extents 

shown in no way purport to be a complete or accurate list for the reasons mentioned; On 

the seaward side Church Point Carpark 6-8m. loss Opposite Baroona Road to bus stop 

immediately south 9_12m. Northwestern end (Yachtsmans Wharf) carpark loss 9_12m.loss 

(triangular shaped loss) Williams Marina & WSC .Reaerve adjoining to the south east (car 

park loss) 3-4.5m.loss. 

OTHER BUILDINGS ABOUT THE WATER FRONT 12.1 Pittwater Marine Building (Containing 

post offices, general stores etc.) As has been mentioned' in section 10, search of the Land 

Board Office records confirms that by unconditional agreement, the holder will withdraw 

from S.L. 1957/2 for ;Public Recrea- tion Use; by the end of 1978. This will in effect mean 

removal of the present building and use of the area as open space can then take place. This 

is in accord with the principles expressed in section 4. The Australian Post Office has 



indicated a preference for relocation to Mitchells although the Pasadena is a more 

preferable location due to convenience to the public wharf. 12.2 Boat Sheds between Church 

Point Ft Yachtsmans Wharf Along this stretch of the foreshore are 4 boatsheds on P.O's. In 

the past both the Lands Department and Council have shown some interest in their removal. 

The P.O.'s were temporarily removed in 1973 pending a decision on the road etc. It is 

considered that until such time as either, road up grading and realignment takes place or 

reclamation for other' purposes, then these structures should be allowed to remain till then. 

12.3 The foreshore about the Bayview Yacht Racing Association In this area there are two 

buildings. Firstly the B.Y.R.A. club house. This is leased to the club and the structure is in 

reasonable order. The use of this building should be allowed to continue in the bay. It was 

resolved by Council 30.6.1969 that it seek relocation of the club house from the centre, to 

the southeastern end of the same bay, to allow an open visual sweep. ' It is considered that 

there may be merit in acting on this resolution particularly if part of the bay is considered 

suitable for a new marina. The second building is a privately owned house, south west of the 

B.Y.R.A. club house and separated by one lot. This house is not in a state of good repair and 

its value would not be high. The U.V., .or land value is $30,000 (early 1977 valuation). The 

area about B.Y.R.A. is intensively used and additional public open space here would be an 

asset. This land should be considered for acquisition. It is reserved for Community Open 

Space.   

 

1974 Inaugural Christmas Eve Dog Race from Bell Wharf to Church Point, won by Mandy, 

Chris Cooper’s dog. 

 

WARRINGAH SHIRE GETS A NEW WHARF 

On the recommendation of the Works Committee, it was decided at a meeting of the 

Warringah Shire Council yesterday, to accept the of-fer of Palm Reach Land, Ltd., to dedicate 

the Palm Reach wharf to the council, providing that the company could find Its way clear to 

give the council land enough to make the wharf easily accessible. It was pointed out that the 

wharf was in splendid condition, and would not need repairs for some years to come. 

WARRINGAH SHIRE GETS A NEW WHARF (1924, October 14). The Labor Daily (Sydney, NSW : 

1924 - 1938), p. 8. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article236552724  

 

Stanley Raymond Hummerston 

Born August 11 1892 

NSW BDM’s: 

Parents marriage: 3120/1885 HUMMERSTON ARTHUR to WILSON SOPHIA at WAVERLEY 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article236552724


THE FRIENDS of GEORGE HUMMERSTON are respectfully requested to attend the Funeral of 

his late beloved BROTHER-IN-LAW ; to move from his late residence, Cowper-street, 

Waverley, THIS DAY, at 3 o'clock. Family Notices (1885, November 21). The Sydney Morning 

Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), p. 26. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article13604313  

 

Birth - HUMMERSTON STANLEY R 39385/1892 to ARTHUR and SOPHIE registered at: 

WOOLLAHRA – his enlistment papers state his mother is named ‘Alice’, which is actually his 

sister. 

Siblings: 

HUMMERSTON ALICE M 10046/1886  ARTHUR SOPHIE PADDINGTON 

HUMMERSTON REGINALD A 10830/1888  ARTHUR SOPHIA WAVERLEY 

HUMMERSTON ALBERT S 37037/1890  ARTHUR SOPHIE WAVERLEY 

HUMMERSTON CECIL W 38256/1894  ARTHUR SOPHIE WOOLLAHRA 

HUMMERSTON WILLIAM R 8714/1897  ARTHUR SOPHIE WOOLLAHRA 

His grandfather had died just months before he was born – his Notice shows he was a 

cabbie, then with horses, and involved I other ‘sports’: 

LONG LIMITS For George Hummerstone TURNS OUT DANGEROUS, And He Wins Carrington 

(1891, March 11). Referee (Sydney, NSW : 1886 - 1939), p. 3 (Edition 2). Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article120648956  

THE FRIENDS of the late Mr. GEORGE HUMMERSTON, Cab Proprietor, are kindly invited to 

attend his Funeral THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON ; to move from his late residence, Fremantle 

House, Waverley-road, at 3 o'clock, to the Waverley Cemetery. T. DIXON, Undertaker, 23 

Oxford-street. Family Notices (1892, April 15). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 

1954), p. 8. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13861657  

 

HUMMERSTON. — In loving memory of our dear mother, Georgina Huwmerston, who 

departed this life May 31, 1889; also our dear father, George Hummerston, who died April 

13, 1892. Inserted by their loving daughter and son-in-law, V. and J. Napper. Also our dear 

brother, Christopher Hummerston, who died April 12, 1891. We cannot, Lord, thy purpose 

see, But all is well that's done by thee.  

HUMMERSTONE. — In memory of Georgina Hummerstone, who died May 31, 1889 ; also 

George Hummerstone ; who died April 13, 1892. Inserted by their loving son and daughter-

in-law, Arthur and Sophie Hummerstone. Also in memory of Christopher Hummerstone, who 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13604313
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13604313
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article120648956
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article13861657


died April 12, 1891. Inserted by his loving brother and sister in-law, Arthur and Sophie 

Hummerstone. Family Notices (1892, May 31). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931), p. 

4. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article112945709  

HUMMERSTON.—In loving memory of my dear father, George Hummerston, who died April 

13, 1892, aged 64 years. Dead but not forgotten. Inserted by his loving 

son, Arthur Hummerston. Family Notices (1893, April 13). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 

- 1931), p. 4. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article112610811  

HUMMERSTON.—In sad but loving memory of our dear mother, 

Georgeina Hummerston, who died 31st May, 1890 ; also our dear father, 

George Hummerston, who died 11th April, 1893. Inserted by their loving children, Maud and 

Herbert (Bud). Family Notices (1896, May 30). The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 

1954), p. 1. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article14051624  

Stanley’s father died when he was just a baby and even before his youngest brother William 

was born – records show Reginald, then aged 8 ½ was placed in foster care while his mother 

was ‘in confinement’ for the birth and that William died the same year he was born:  

HUMMERSTON.- September 26, 1896, at his residence, 232 Point Piper-road, Arthur, the 

beloved husband of Sophie Hummerston, aged 34 years. Deeply regretted. Family Notices 

(1896, October 10). Evening News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931), p. 4. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108220492  

Death of grandfather - HUMMERSTON ARTHUR 12115/1896  parents: GEORGE and 

GEORGINA – registered at: WOOLLAHRA 

Death of youngest brother - HUMMERSTON WILLIAM H 9120/1897 parents: ARTHUR and 

SOPHIA at NEWTOWN 

His mother remarried: 

2857/1901 CHALMERS JAMES L to HUMMERSTON SOPHIE at SYDNEY 

His Marriage - 3536/1917  HUMMERSTON STANLEY R to BUSHNELL DOROTHY registered at: 

SYDNEY 

 

Served in RAN as a Stoker prior to enlistment in AIF as ‘Horse Driver’ there – Blue: Ships on 

were Cerberus (5.4.1913 to 25.4.1913), Yarra (26.4.1913 to 15.5.1913) Melbourne 

(16.6.1913 to 3.11.1913 character rated as ‘Very Good’) Penguin (21.8.1914 to 26.8.1914 

again rated ‘Very Good’), Yarra (27.8.1914 to 27.3.1915), Cerberus (28.3.1915 to 12.6.1915), 

Penguin (13.6.1915 to 30.6.1915), Psyche (1.7.1915 to 29.2.1916) then transferred to ‘HM 

Service AS 1051’ after a Court Martial for ‘disobey a lawful command’ on March 1 1916. The 

Sentence was 15 months and to be discharged from the RAN 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article112945709
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article112610811
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article14051624
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108220492


Newspapers record prior to then: 

Deserters from His Majesty’s Service. 

… 

On 3rd November, 1913. 

Frank Merton Pettiford, stoker, born in Melbourne IS years of age, 5 feet 2} inches high, dark-

brown hair’ grey eyes, fresh complexion. ’ 

Stanley Raymond Hummerston, stoker, born in Sydney, 21 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches 

high, dark hair grey eyes, dark complexion, scar over left knee. - ’ 

Robert Joseph Carter, stoker, born in Victoria 25 years of age, 5 feet 7 inches high, brown 

hair, blue eyes, fresh complexion. 

John Bell, stoker, 22 years of age, 5 feet 5 ½  inches light brown hair, blue eyes, fresh 

complexion (ship, anchor, hearts and swords on right; arm). 

Rewards not mentioned for the arrest of above named deserters. 

From H.M.A.S. “Cerberus,” at Williamstown, Victoria. Deserters from His Majesty's Service. 

(1913, December 17). New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney : 

1860 - 1930), p. 558. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251645294  

He is enlisting in the AIF less than 15 months later. 

Served in AIF WWI: Service number 3233, Rank Private, Unit 7th Australian Light 

Horse Regiment – joined February 14 1917 – living in 30 Carrington Street Wynyard square 

Sydney with wife Dorothy – mother ‘Alice’ listed as NOK when first enlists, 

Conflict/Operation First World War, 1914-1918. Embarked in Melbourne May 10 1917 

AWM states:  

The 7th Light Horse Regiment was raised in Sydney in October 1914 from men who had 

enlisted in New South Wales, and became part of the 2nd Light Horse Brigade. Sailing from 

Sydney in late December 1914, the regiment disembarked in Egypt on 1 February 1915. 

 

The light horse were considered unsuitable for the initial operations at Gallipoli, but were 

subsequently deployed without their horses to reinforce the infantry. The 2nd Light Horse 

Brigade landed in late May 1915 and was attached to the 1st Australian Division. The 7th 

Light Horse became responsible for a sector on the far right of the ANZAC line, and played a 

defensive role until it finally left the peninsula on 20 December 1915. 

 

Back in Egypt, the 2nd Light Horse Brigade became part of the ANZAC Mounted Division and, 

in April 1916, joined the forces defending the Suez Canal from a Turkish advance across the 

Sinai Desert. It fought at the battle of Romani on 4 August, at Katia the following day, and 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article251645294


was involved in the advance that followed the Turks' retreat back across the desert. 

 

The regiment spent late 1916 and early 1917 engaged on patrol work until the British 

advance into Palestine stalled before the Turkish bastion of Gaza. It was involved in the two 

abortive battles to capture Gaza directly (27 March and 19 April) and then the operation that 

ultimately led to its fall - the wide outflanking move via Beersheba that began on 31 October. 

 

With the fall of Gaza on 7 November 1917, the Turkish position in southern Palestine 

collapsed. The 7th was involved in the pursuit that followed and led to the capture of 

Jerusalem in December. The focus of British operations then moved to the Jordan Valley. In 

early 1918 the 7th was involved in the Amman (24-27 February) and Es Salt (30 April-4 May) 

raids, and helped defeat a joint Turkish-German attack launched on the Jordan bridgehead 

around Musallabeh on 14 July. 

 

The next major British offensive was launched along the coast in September 1918, and the 

7th took part in a subsidiary effort east of the Jordan. It was part of the force that captured 

Amman on 25 September, which proved to be its last major engagement of the war; Turkey 

surrendered on 30 October 1918. The 7th Light Horse was employed one last time to assist in 

putting down the Egyptian revolt of early 1919, and sailed for home on 28 June. 

From: https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U51041  

 

Post wwi; church point wharves – 1923 

Newspapers – a few law suits for money plus: 

4280. Stanley Raymond Hummerston, Somerset House, Moore street, Sydney, N.S.W.—

Drawing: "Golden Bond." 26th May, 1919. PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE COPYRIGHT ACT 1912. 

(1919, July 17). Commonwealth of Australia Gazette (National : 1901 - 1973), p. 1146. 

Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article232511899  

Claim for £9,000 

Civil Action Pending 

Stanley Raymond Hummerston some, time ago issued- a writ against Radio Manufacturers 

Ltd., claiming £9,000 damages for alleged breach of agreement. Pleadings- had been filed, 

but the time had expired within which the plaintiff was 'required to "set the action down for 

hearing. ' 

In the Supreme Court this morning, before Mr. Justice Macnaughton, Mr. J. J, Walsh 

"(Instructed by Messrs. Stephens and Tozer) made application to have the action, discharged 

or judgment entered for the defendant. Mr. M. D. Graham (instructed by Messrs. D. J. 

O'Mara and Robinson) appeared In opposition. After argument, his honour directed that the 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U51041
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article232511899


plaintiff should be at liberty to set the action down for hearing at the coming civil sittings: In 

de-fault, judgment to be entered for the defendant. Claim for £9,000 (1926, July 30). The 

Telegraph (Brisbane, Qld. : 1872 - 1947), p. 2 (5 O'CLOCK CITY EDITION). Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article179075625  

CLAIM FOR £380. 

SUPREME COURT ACTION. 

The action in Which Stanley Raymond Hummerston is suing Interstate Brokers* Ltd., for 

£380, alleged to be due.to him for balance ot salary and 

director's fees, was continued before i Mr. Justice Webb and a special Jury 

of six in the Civil Court on Tuesday. , 

Plaintiff claimed that he was ap-; pointed sales manager of the- com* pany at-£10 a week, 

and acted-iu that capacity from October 30, 1924, to May 25. 1925, and as manager for 

Queensland from May 25 to October 30/ 1925; also that £52 was duo to him for director's 

fees. 

-The defendant company denied'the alleged appointment in-October, 1924, and claimed that 

it had lent the plaintiff £162 15s, and that on a statement of accounts the plaintiff owed the, 

company £17 12s.9d. 

Mr. A. D. Graham (instructed by Messrs. M'Nab and Bowling) ap* peared for the "plaintiff, 

and Mr. B. Fahey (instructed by Messrs. Power and O'Sulliyan) for the defendant company.  

• Hummerston was further cross*examined by Mr. Fahey with respect to cheques drawn in, 

his favor by the company. He * stated , that those amounts were for expenses incurred when 

travelling in the country selling, shares. He denied that tain money, was advanced against 

commission. Mr. Hendy had never given him an advance of £15" to pay a dentist's bill. He 

was allotted 875 shares for promoting the company. 

Mr. Fahey, In opening for the defendants, said it was ridiculous to suggest that (he enmn»ny 

had destroyed the minutes for the purpose of defeating - this action. The company denied 

that Hummerston had held any salaried position prior to May 25. 1925. The amounts paid 

him were advances against commission. 

Christopher Haub, of 'Bondi (Sydney) said he had been a director of Interstate Brokers, Ltd.. 

when the company was formed. He did not move a resolution that Hummerston should be 

appointed sales' manager at £10 a week. There was no suggestion at all that Hummerston 

should receive any salary. 

Arthur Hendy, Queensland manager for Interstate Brokers, said the original minutes of the 

meeting referred to by Hummerston and Haub had disappeared, but he had read them a 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article179075625


number of times, and he was sure there was no mention of Hummerston's name in them as 

sales manager with or without salary. 

Plaintiff, recalled, gave evidence in rebuttal of the statements made by 'H«"bm and Hendy. 

The hearing was adjourned until Thursday morning. CLAIM FOR £380. (1926, August 

11). Daily Standard (Brisbane, Qld. : 1912 - 1936), p. 4. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article185171328  

LAW COURTS 

company sued. VERDICT FDR PLAINTIFF. JUDGMENT RESERVED- … After His Honor had 

summed up the jury returned;. verdict after 10 minutes consultation. They found that the 

plaintiff was employed as sales manager for the defendant company from - October ' .30, 

1924. 'until October 30, 1925; that the plaintiff had never borrowed nor received money on 

loan from the defendant Company between March and May, 1925; that the plaintiff had 

received £40 16s by way of salary since May. 25, 1925. Mr. Graham moved for judgment for 

the plaintiff for the full amount-Of his claim. Mr. Fahey, in opposing, said,' that the limit 

which the plaintiff could recover was £180 4s. He was not entitled to anything from October 

30, 1924, until March 17, 1925, as there was no quorum of directors at this meeting at which 

he had been appointed sales manager. The auditors' report Showed that up to March 7, 

1924, the plaintiff was indebted to the company £or £359, and, it suggested that this amount 

should be written off and charged to preliminary expenses. The plaintiff was not entitled to 

anything for that period.  His Honor reserved his judgment. LAW COURTS (1926, August 

14). The Daily Mail (Brisbane, Qld. : 1903; 1916 - 1926), p. 9. Retrieved from 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article218340977  

LASSETER'S REEF STORY GETS THE BIRD 

Did Party Fly Over Reef ? S. R. HUMMERSTON SAYS NO! 

"I WISH to emphasise thq fact that we did not fly over the reef — that we were not attacked 

by natives — and 

that Dr. Guy Harris did not at any time say, in my hear-ing, that he was impressed with the 

country as gold bear-ing." Such is the summary of a statement made to "Smith's Weekly" last 

week by Mr. S. R. Hummerston, leader of several expeditions into Cen-tral Australia in search 

of the elusive Lasseter's Reef. MR. S. R. HUMMERSTON, well-known to many mining 

speculators throughout Australia, returned recently from his latest expedition into Central 

Australia — this time on behalf of Border Gold Reefs Ltd. He came to "Smith's" to refute 

claims that Lasseter's long-lost reef had been seen from the air and that the party had been 

attacked by blacks.  

"Trip Was a Farce"  

The story, as told by Mr. Hummerston, is as follows: —  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article185171328
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article218340977


"Statements have appeared in the Press supposedly from Dr. Guy Harris, the geologist, who 

was one of the party, and also from Mr. Morley Cuttack, claiming that we flew over the reef. 

"We didn't! Dr. Harris was not within twenty miles of the reef and had no idea we were 

supposed to have been over it. He told me he was disappointed at not seeing where the reef 

was supposed to be. I did not point out the reef to him seeing he was always twenty miles 

behind me in another plane.  

"When the planes left Mt. Bowley landing ground, Dr. Harris was in one plane piloted by 

Robert Godsall; Cut-lack. and myself were In Pat Hall's plane, and at no time were the two 

planes less than ten miles apart or less than five thousand feet high. We were not near the 

reef and Dr. Harris was at least ten miles away from us and at least six thousand feet above 

the reef.  

"The whole trip was a farce; the doctor told me he was disappointed, as he had seen nothing 

of the country. He did not say he was impressed and wished to go on with the trucks. He said 

the only country he saw was certainly not promising. As for the natives attacking us — that's 

all hooey. We saw only one extremely old man during the whole trip.  

"The trip by air was useless and no attempt was made to find the outcrop."  

What the Others Say  

To answer the statements and claims made by Hummerston, "Smith's Weekly" approached 

the company concerned, Border Gold Reefs Ltd. According to the secretary, Hummerston 

resigned from the leadership of the expedition some weeks ago and was present on the 

plane trip merely as a guest. Dr. Harris and the W. A., Government's re-presentative with the 

expedition, Mr. Eilis, are now on their way to the reef with motor trucks. Latest advices are 

that they are still out west. Mr. Pat Hall, pilot of one of the planes, told "Smith's" that the 

party flew fairly high until Hummerston pointed out the location of the supposed reef, and 

then descended to a height of approximately 100 feet, flying some distance along an 

outcrop. LASSETER'S REEF STORY GETS THE BIRD (1936, July 11). Smith's Weekly (Sydney, 

NSW : 1919 - 1950), p. 11. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article235827433  

Spring Bird Show. 

N.S.W. ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

The first free show of young birds, under the auspices of the New South Wales Ornithological 

Association, was opened on Saturday at the Oddfellows' Temple, Elizabeth-street. There were 

107 entries under 16 classes. Competition in the various classes was open to all comers, but 

the exhibits were restricted to birds of this season, bred by the exhibitor. The quality of the 

birds shown was most excellent, especially among crests and crest-bred, Scotch fancy and 

Yorkshire classes. The following were the judges: Scotch fancy, Mr. T. Inglis; Yorkshires, Mr. J. 

Campbell; Norwich plain-heads, Mr. W. Nash; Cristo and crest-breds, Mr. W. P. Mills; lizards, 

Mr. Cinnamond; other varieties, Mr. J. Bunham.  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article235827433


The birds were displayed in the small upper room of the temple, which was crowded to 

excess by visitors throughout the afternoon.  

Following were the awards: Scotch Fancy: J. and D. Thornton, 1; J. and D. Thornton, 2; T. 

M'Lean, 3. Scotch' Fancy (variegated and green): J. and D. Thornton, 1; W. P. Mills, 2; 

M'Quade and Montgomery, 3; W. E. Toose, highly commended. Yorkshires: H. Hanson, 1; W. . 

Bell, 2; C. Hummerston, 3. Yorkshire (Class 4): G. Hummerston, 1; W. Bell, 2 and 3. Norwich 

(Plain Head): H. Dunlop, 1; E. Mitchell, 2; H. H. Rice,. 3. Norwich (Class 6): P. B. Griffin, 1; H. 

Dunlop, 2; W. J. Stevens, 3. Norwich (Class 7): H. H. Rice, 1; H. and J. Herron, 2; E. Mitchell, 3. 

Norwich (Class 8): H. Dunlop, 1; H. Dunlop, 2; H. H. Rice, 3. Crested Norwich (Class 9): W. J. 

Stevens, 1; H. and J. Herron, 2; W. H. Taylor, 3. Crested (Class 10): H. H. Rice, 1; W. H. Taylor, 

2; F. B. Grif&n, 3. Crested (Class 11): H. and J. Herron, 1; W. J. Stevens, 2; F. B. Grimn, 3. 

Crested-frred (Yellow): W. H. Taylor, 1; H. Dunlop, 2; H. and J. Herron, 3. Crested Bred (Buffs): 

H. H. Rice, 1; W. H. Taylor, 2; P. B. Grimn, 3. Lizard (Class 14): W. P. Mills, 1 and 2; H. Dunlop, 

3. Cinnamon -CIass 15): H. Dunlop, 1; W. J. Stevens, 2; Madame Blaiikie, 3. Miscellaneous: F. 

D. Muller, 1; A. Dewey, 2; H. and J. Herron, 3. Special Prizes: Best Scotch, fancy, J. and D. 

Quorburn; best Yorkshire, H. Hansen; best Norwich, plain head, H. Dunlop; best crest in show, 

H. H. Rice; second best crest' in show, H. and J. Herron; best crested bred, W. H. Taylor; best 

Lizard, W. P. Mills; best Cinnamon, H. Dunlop. Spring Bird Show. (1895, December 2). Evening 

News (Sydney, NSW : 1869 - 1931), p. 5. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article108085427  

 

Flying in New South Wales : the official organ of the Royal Aero Club of New South Wales. 

No. 5 (Jan.-Feb., 1938) Royal Aero Club of New South Wales. Aerial Derby—Pittwater Regatta 

Fine Win for J. W. Beveridge, Flying in New South Wales : the official organ of the Royal Aero 

Club of New South Wales Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-339404275  

  

Whaler Eliza (1803) – Kelly, First Mate latterly shipbuilder then Skipper/Captain for Andrew 

Thompson; among several whalers boats; 

On Friday a party of the Military attended by Mr. Redmond, and several constables 

went round to Broken Bay, in order to make strict search on board the ships lying 

there, the Ann and Ann and Eliza, for persons who may have found means to 

secrete themselves in those vessels; which were expected to sail yester day for the 

coast of New Zealand.  SYDNEY. (1805, November 17). The Sydney Gazette and 

New South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 1. Retrieved from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article626963 
 

Earlier misadventure:  

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108085427
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article108085427
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-320844374
https://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-320857104
http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-339404275


ACCOUNT of the LOSS OF HIS MAJESTY’s ARMED VESSEL PORPOISE, and the CATO, UPON 

WRECK REEF. 

The Porpoise, with the Honourable East India Company’s extra ship Bridgewater and the ship 

Cato in company, on August 17th last, at two in the afternoon, fell in with a sand bank in 

about 23° 7′ of south latitude and 155° 26′ east longitude, and 157 miles N. 51° E. from 

Sandy Cape on the coast of New South Wales. This bank being 2° to the eastward of the 

situation where the Eliza whaler found the reefs lying off the coast to terminate, it was 

thought to be such a detached bank as some others seen by Lieutenant Ball and Mr. 

Bampton, which lie much further over towards the north end of New Caledonia, and no 

expectation of meeting with any more was entertained, especially as the Investigator had 

before steered for Torres’ Strait from reefs several degrees further to the west without 

interruption. The signal being made to keep under easy working sail during the night and a 

warrant officer being placed at the look-out on board the Porpoise, the ships steered north-

north-west on their course with a fresh breeze from the east-south-eastward, the 

Bridgewater being on the starboard quarter and the Cato on the larboard quarter of the 

leading ship. At eight o’clock, the Porpoise sounded with 35 fathoms but found no bottom. 

At half- past nine, breakers were seen a-head, and the Porpoise’s helm was put down in 

order to tack from them, but the fore-sail being hauled up to keep the other ships in sight, 

she was then under three double-reefed top- sails, and only came up head to wind : in 

paying off again she struck upon the coral reef which occasioned the breakers. A gun was 

attempted to be fired to warn the other ships, but owing to the confusion and the spray that 

was flying over it could not be 

accomplished ; and before lights were brought 

up, the Bridgewater and Cato had hauled to the wind on different tacks across each other. 

The two ships must have touched and gone upon the reef together, had not the commander 

of the latter ship stopped setting his main-sail, and bore away to let the Bridge-water go to 

windward, by which means she cleared the breakers and stood on to the southward ; but 

the Cato missing stays for want of her main-sail when she after-wards tried to tack, struck 

upon the reef about two cables lengths from the Porpoise. 

The Porpoise heeled in upon the reef and laid upon her broad-side, so that the surfs 

flew over but did not fill her : the foremast went very soon, but the other masts stood till 

they were cut away. The Cato unfor-tunately took the opposite inclination, and the sea 

breaking furiously in upon her decks tore them up and every thing within the ship almost 

immediately ; leaving the crew no place where they could prevent themselves from being 

washed off by the seas but the inner fore chains, where they clung all night with their eyes 

bent to the south-westward after the Bridgewater, and waiting anxiously for day-break, 

when they confidently hoped that the boats of that ship would come to 

their relief. 



An hour after the Porpoise had struck, a small gig and a six-oared cutter were got out to 

leeward, but the latter was stove and full of water. Observing that the breaking water did not 

extend any distance to leeward, Captain Flinders spoke to Lieutenant Fow-ler, the 

commander of the ship, and told him of his intention to get the charts and log books of the 

Investigator’s voyage into the small boat, and get on board the Bridgewater, that with her 

boats he might be able to get the people out of the ship as soon as possible ; this was 

assented to, and with six men and two oars he got through the surf without being swamped, 

though nearly full of water.  

The smooth water was found to be upon a coral reef, and just deep enough to float the boat. 

After rowing for a short time towards the Bridgewater, Captain Flinders saw that unless she 

tacked it was im-possible for him to come near her, and as her light shewed her to be 

standing on, he deter-mined to get back to the wreck, leaving his charts and books in the 

boat ; but the surf ran too high for this to be done in the night, and therefore he kept rowing 

gently under the lee of the breakers, and the cutter which by this time had got her leak 

partly stopped and had shoved off, he also desired to keep near the ship till morning. 

Several blue lights were burnt on board the Porpoise during the night, and some on board 

saw the Bridgewater answer them by shewing a light, whilst others took it to be only a 

general light which was still visible : it was last seen about two in the morn-ing. 

A raft was prepared during the night, lest the ship might go to pieces, and at day- break 

Captain Flinders got on board by the help of the fallen masts. A dry sand bank was now seen 

near the wreck, sufficient to re-ceive every body and all the provisions and stores that might 

be saved out of the ship, and they had the still further satisfaction to see the Bridgewater 

standing towards them. Every body was now set to work to get up provisions and water to 

be landed on the sand bank, where Captain Flinders went with the small boat in order to go 

off to the Bridgewa-ter so soon as she came near, to point out to Capt. Palmer the shelter to 

leeward where he might safely take every body on board with what else might be saved. On 

landing at the bank he hoisted up two handkerchiefs to a tall oar, but about ten o’clock it 

appeared that the ship had gone upon the other tack, not being able probably to weather 

the reef, and she was not seen any more during the day. Whe-ther the Bridgewater saw the 

wrecks or the bank cannot be certainly known, but her courses, if not the hull, were visible 

from both the ships. 

As the tide fell, the people of the Cato quitted her and got through the surf to the Porpoise’s 

small boat which waited within side to receive them, and at low water, which happened 

about two o’clock, the reef was dry very near to the latter ship, and every per-son was 

employed getting provisions, water, and their clothes upon the reef, from whence they were 

taken to the bank by the boats, for round the bank the water is deeper. Be-fore dark, five 

half-hogsheads of water were landed, as also some flour, salt meat, rice, and spirits, besides 

pigs and sheep, and every person had got on shore with some neces-saries, together with 

the Cato’s people. These last had left their ship naked, but hav-ing got on board the 



Porpoise, Mr. Fowler had cloathed four or five in lieutenants uni-forms, and some 

promotions of a similar kind had also taken place amongst the Porpoise’s seamen. 

Those who had saved great coats or blan-kets sharing with those who had none, they laid 

down to sleep with some little comfort ; and except a few of the Cato’s men who were 

bruised on the reef, there was no com-plaining heard upon the bank. 

The three boats of the Porpoise were hauled up at night under the lee side of the bank, but 

the small boat not having been well secured was found to have been carried away by the 

tide. 

As there was no hope of saving the Por-poise, the tide by this time flowing in and out of her, 

on the 19th in the morning Cap-tain Flinders thought proper to do away the circumstance of 

his being a passenger, and took the command of the whole party. He divided the Cato’s 

people, who had saved no-thing, amongst the Porpoise’s men, quarter-ing them in the 

messes in the proportion of one to three ; and then Lieutenant Fowler, with a large working-

party in the two cutters, went off to the ship. The Cato had gone to pieces during the night, 

and one of her quarters had floated in upon the reef ; but nothing of her cargo or stores 

remained with it. 

During this and the following day, the wind continued to blow fresh from the south-

eastward, and the Bridgewater not coming in sight it was supposed that Captain Palmer was 

beating to windward waiting for finer weather to relieve the unfortunate people with more 

safety to himself ; but the 21st and 22d being fine days with moderate winds, and still no 

appearance of the ship, it made them almost give up hopes of seeing her more. 

They continued to work hard on board the wreck, and got much provisions, water, sails, and 

many other stores upon the bank during the above-mentioned four days ; but all hopes of 

seeing the Bridgewater having then vanished, Captain Flinders called together the principal 

officers to consult upon the steps proper to be taken for transporting the two ships’ crews 

and passengers to some fre-quented port. The plan that met with ge-neral approbation was 

as follows : 

--- That the largest cutter should have a light hatch-deck laid over her, and that Cap-tain 

Flinders and Mr. Park, commander of the Cato, should proceed in her to Port Jackson, and 

either procure from His Excel-lency the Governor sufficient colonial vessels to carry every 

body back to Port Jackson, or otherwise to hire a ship for that purpose, or to carry them on 

to India, from whence pas-sages might be procured to Europe :---- but lest an accident 

should happen to the cutter, that a small vessel sufficient to carry all but one boat’s crew 

should be immediately laid down by the carpenters, to be built from what was and might be 

saved from the wreck, and that this vessel should in two months proceed to Port Jackson, or 

so soon after as she should be ready. The small cut-ter Captain Flinders proposed to remain 

with the stores for a few weeks longer, if the pro-visions would admit of it, and then for her 

to go to Port Jackson also, if no colonial or other vessel should arrive before that time.  



On consulting with the carpenter of the Investigator about the possibility of building such. a 

vessel, and the time it might require, he gave his opinion that two boats sufficient to carry 

the people would be sooner built, and perhaps answer the purpose as well ; and this 

seeming to be the general opinion, it was adopted by the Commander. 

By the evening of the 23d the whole of the water, and almost the whole of the provisions 

were landed on the bank, and their stock was now found to consist of the following 

quantities and proportions for 94 men at full allowance : 

Biscuit - 920 pounds | Flour - 6944 ditto | 83 days 

Beef in 4 pounds 1776 pieces | Pork in 2 pounds 592 ditto | 94 days 

Pease - - 45 bushels - 107 days 

Oatmeal - 30 ditto - 48 days Rice - 1225 pounds - 114 days 

Sugar - 370 pounds | Molasses - 125 ditto | 84 days 

Spirits - 225 gallons | Wine - 113 ditto | 

Porter - 60 ditto | 49 days 

Water, 5650 gallons - 120 days at half-a-gallon per day 

With some sour krout, essence of malt, vinegar, and salt. 

The other stores consisted of a new suit of sails, some whole and some broken spars, iron- 

work, the armourer’s forge, a kedge anchor and hawser, rope, junk, canvas, some twine and 

other small stores ; and four half-barrels of powder, two swivels, and several mus-quets and 

pistols, with ball and flints. 

Until the 25th they were employed in fit-ting up the cutter, which was now called the Hope, 

for her expedition, and in still adding to their stock upon the bank : for although the sea had 

much shaken the ship since the holds were emptied, yet she still stood, and they hoped 

would keep together at least until the next spring tides. 

At Lieutenant Fowler’s own request Cap-tain Flinders ordered that he should remain with 

the stores until the last boat ; and that Lieutenant Flinders, and Mr. John Aken the master of 

the Investigator should take charge of the two large boats, with a master’s mate in each 

capable of conducting them to Port Jackson, should illness or any accident hap-pen to the 

two officers. 

On Friday the 26th of August in the morn-ing, Captain Flinders and his companions 

embarked in the cutter, to the number of fourteen, with three weeks provisions. With minds 

full of hope mixed with anxiety, they returned the three cheers given by their ship- mates on 

the bank, who immediately hauled down the ensign which had been hitherto hoisted with 

the union downwards as a sig-nal of distress, and now hoisted the union in the upper 



canton. ACCOUNT of the LOSS OF HIS MAJESTY's ARMED VESSEL PORPOISE, and the CATO, 

UPON WRECK REEF. (1803, September 18). The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales 

Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article625783  

Loss of another Eliza (?) in 1808 – near Fiji – and loss of life of people killed by Fijians for 

sandalwood taken from there: 

SHIP NEWS. 

On Friday se'nnight Charles Throsby, Esq. arrived from Hunter's River in His Majesty's armed 

tender Lady Nelson. 

The Santa Anna, Captain Moody, sailed yesterday se'nnight for the sealing Isles; from 

whence she is to proceed to Great Britain. 

On Sunday last arrived the brig Elizabeth from the Fejees, with about 120 tons of sandal 

wood ; having lost four of her crew, who were murdered by the natives of the Fejees.— In 

order to do justice to the intelligence received from this vessel, we proceed in due 

succession with the most remarkable events that have occurred upon her voyage.  

Having sailed from hence upon the 7th of February last, she touched at New Zealand, and 

having obtained such vegetable comforts as the place afforded, proceeded on her voyage 

without loss of time. On the 12th of April she arrived at Tongataboo, and communicated 

with the natives with every caution prudent to be observed towards an inhuman race of 

men beneath whose perfidies many unfortunate Europeans have perished. Two days after 

her arrival there, being still at anchor, a double canoe with 30 or 40 natives went along-side 

with several other smaller canoes in company, and betrayed an evident disposition to 

capture the vessel. In the large canoe was a white man; who was anxiously desirous of 

getting on board the Elizabeth; but was prevented by his numerous guards; he nevertheless 

warned the Captain to be upon his guard, as it was then the design of the wretches to 

surprise him. A disposition to defence alarmed them; and the boats rowed off. — the same 

evening the Elisabeth sailed for the Fejees. 

On the 26th of April she anchored at the Fejees in Sandal Wood bay; and learned that the 

Duchess of York had sailed for China 25 days, a full ship. On the 22nd of May the American 

ship Jenny arrived from hence, with her fore and maintopmastheads carried away, and other 

damage received in a gale of wind off Tongataboo.— Mr. Jeffries, formerly Purser of the 

Wellesley, who left here in the Duchess of York, was left at the Fejees, and has now joined 

the Elizabeth, but afterwards went on board the Jenny, for China. 

On the 30th of June the brig lying in Sandal-Wood bay, a whale boat was sent with three 

Europeans and two Otaheitans round to another bay for the purpose of procuring wood; 

but was unhappily fallen in with and run down by a very large canoe containing 80 to 100 

men, who belonged to the Island of Taffeia, the natives of which are in perpetual hostility 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article625783
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with the other islands. The three white men they immediately murdered; and one whose 

name was John Smith is reported to have been afterwards devoured. The Otaheitans were 

much beaten; but their lives were spared :— and being landed on another island but little 

frequented, were afterwards recovered by the vessel. 

On the 29th of June a boat belonging to the American brig Eliza, Captain Corri, arrived in 

San-dal Wood Bay from the Southward with the Captain and his two mates; bringing the 

sad intelligence of the vessel's wreck upon a reef bearing S. S. W. from the Island of Niry. 

After several attempts to detach boats off to the wreck, which failed on account of the 

badness of weather, a successful effort was made on the 9th of July; when a boat with 

Captain Corri on board, and several of the Jenny's and Elizabeth's people arrived at the 

wreck, which was distant 60 or 70 miles.— The natives appeared very friendly until several 

were permitted to get on board; when suddenly rushing upon the boat's crew, they were all 

knocked down and severely wounded. Among these was one Nimmo, the cooper of the 

Elizabeth, who received a contusion in the head, of which he shortly after died; the lives of 

all the others were providentially saved by the spirited conduct of Mr. Barton, second officer 

of the Jenny; who first recovering from the blow he had received, sprung upon the 

assailants, and threw them overboard.— 

This was esteemed a miraculous escape from the brutal fury of these unfeeling savages. We 

are sorry to add, that Captain Corri, with the loss of his vessel, has also lost between 20 & 

30,000 dollars. 

Previous to his going to the Fejees, Captain Corri had also touched at Tongataboo; where 

he succeeded in getting on board the unfortunate European mentioned in the foregoing part 

of this account :— he stated that he had belonged to the Port au Prince privateer, which 

vessel had been captured by the sanguinary inhabitants of Hapae, and every person 

murdered but himself. It was his fate unfortunately not long to enjoy his enlarge-ment from 

so dreadful a captivity; for he was the only person drowned when the Eliza was wrecked. 

John Bingham and George Low, two prisoners who had escaped from hence in the Jenny, 

surrendered themselves to Captain Stewart while he lay at the Fejees and were delivered up 

to Government on his arrival. 

On the 10th of September the Elizabeth sailed from the Fejees; touched at Norfolk Island on 

her return; and there saw the Cumberland whaler, Captain Swain, 10 weeks from hence, 

with very indifferent success. SHIP NEWS. (1808, October 23). The Sydney Gazette and New 

South Wales Advertiser (NSW : 1803 - 1842), p. 2. Retrieved from http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-

article6276  
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